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INTRODUCTION. 



TO THE GENTLE READER. 

Should you perchance have pe- 
rused certain three small volumes, 
called The Adventuees of Hajji 
Baba of Ispahan, and had the pa* 
tience to reach the last page, you will 
there have seen a sort of declaration, 
that if the translator were to meet 
with encouragement, he would inform 
you how his hero (if snch he may be 
called) accompanied a great auibsssa- 
dor from Fcasia to England, and of 
their subsequent adventures. 



D,o,t,zc^db.^GoOglc' 



XIV INTEODUCTIOW. 

In all humitity I beg to inform you 
that I tan that translator; but in 
making tlie said declaration, I found 
that I bad placed myself inadilemma; 
for what is encouragement? let me 
ask. Is it the applause of friends? 
No; they are partial. The notice of 
the daily press? Puffing is no en- 
couragement. The criticism of re- 
viewers? They lose sight of the 
work, and write their own essays. 
Not even the several editions. through 
which a book may pass can be appealed 
to as 8 decided test ; for now-a-days, 
in £ngland, reading societies are as 
nam«-ous as reading men in other 
countries, and they alone exhaust a 
first edition, whether ^ boc^ is read 
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INTRODUCTION. XV 

ot aot> i wbiUt the second generally 
reinauu to lumlier the ■ booksellers' 
shelveE; therefore^ unless the copies 
sold be counted, not by huDdredsj but 
by thousands, an author can scarcely 
be said to have acquired decided 
sqccess. 

Such being the case, to use H^i's 
laogiiage, I folded the arms of idle- 
ness over the breast of resignation ^ 
and since my book had sijarcely cn- 
hauBted a second edition, I was de- 
tennined to bid adieu to ambition, aiid 
to seat mysdf amongst the c^scure class 
of second or third-rate scribblers. In 
the mean while, certain duties having 
olhUged me to cross the Atlantic to visit 
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XII IM.TBODUCTIOH. 

certain countries in America, I had al- 
most forgotten the prcyected contiauo- 
tion of my trsndati<»] ; and, dieorbed 
in the affiurs of the New World, I 
became neglectful of my plans in die 
Old. 

On my return to England^ I was 
one morning roused by the reception 
of a letter from Persia. It came from 
one high in office, and with whom I 
had lived in habits of intintacy during 
my residence in that country, and its 
perusal threw meat once into the very 
heart of my Asiatic recollections. As 
I considered and reconsidered its con- 
tents, I could not forbear exclaiming, 
' Encouragement! do I seek for en- 
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irt-tttonfeTfoir. xvVt 

cotuageneut iid pr«c6ed itftk H^ 
Bibft? Here it' ti in jOmndiutce^ 
tfais'kftter fllone is suffidetit 1* - 

r wfll now ventuire to lay the said 
letter before you ; and suppressing the 
first paragraph, which is evidently 
written by an fing^ish hand,' I will 
then state why I look upon it as * en-' 
cour^enient.* 

it i»ajt ftdl(M8>^ 

' Mr SEAS Fsmi^, ■ 

'* I am q^ded with you, and not 
whhdut reason. Wkatjhr y6u wHte 
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Hi^i Baboy sir* King very aagrtf, 
Ar. / awear kim jf<tu neter write 
Hesf but he say^ yet^-^ar^. JU 
people very angry mth you^ sir. That 
very bad book, sir. Ml lies, sir. 
Who teUyou aU &ese lies, sir? What 
for you not speak to me? Very had 
business, sir. Persian people very 
badpeopkfperhapSf but very good tv 
you, sir. What for you abuse them 
so bad? I very angry. Sheikh Ab- 
dul Russool* write oh! very Umg 
letter to the king 'bout that book, sir. 
He say you teU kmg's wife one bad 

* Tbe goveraor of Bashire, in tlie Ferdan 
Onlf; b]* v\ddi it Appears that the book 
retched Fenia thnmgh India. 



IMTRODCOTtOH. ZH 

awnax, and king MU her. I very 
angry, m. But pen are vtyjriendt 
and I teil king, sheikh write all he. 
You ctdl me Mirza Ftrowc, I kmn 
very well, and my I taik great de&i 
nonsense. When I talk nonsense? 
Oh, you think yourself very clever 
man; but ^isHi^iBaba very Joo&ek 
business. 1 think you sorry for it 
some time. I do not hnovf, but I 
think veryJboHsh. 

'JEnglishgentienien*ay,Hi^iBa6a 
very clever book, but I think not 
clever at aU-^very foolish book. You 
must not he angry with me, sir. J 
your old friend, sir. God knata, J 
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XX iHTaonseTiON. 

your very good Jriend. to you, sir. 
Bntntm you mwsf.totHe other book, 
aad praise Persianpeo^s very much. 
I swear very much to the king you 
timer wri^ H<^ Bt^a. 

^2 hopeyowaUlJiyr^vemetdr. L 
not understand flatter peoples, you 
Jemm very •weB. I plain man, w*— ^ 
^eak ahooys pbttTti sir ; batlviwe^ 
very goodJHend to you. But r»hy 
you Write *bout me? God know I 
your oldjriend. 

*P,8. I got very good house now, 
and -vety good garden, sir; muek 
better.ia you sawhere^ air. English 
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cmdgolA' Yavveiy richTnannMe, 
I hope.. J Uke BngHtb Jbmert.itt 
ft^gardiefh—gtvat ntmy; .and Jang 
take all my clam and glass. Asymt 
"mite so many things 'hout Mirza 
Firauzy I tUnk ytm mtd me some 
seeds and roots not badj and because 
Id^nd^u to the k'mgi and swemr 
so. mtck, Utde cU^a and gkagfcfrme 
vp^goQd' 

And now, very proh^y, you will, 
ask. How can you gather encourage< 
me&t ihwt such a letter as tbh?' for 
itaouuda very muofa like t^ itoiy'df. 
the jberae-deskr, .'who^ in showkig off 
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bis ^rse, received ski^ in hit r^M* 
and, although smarting under the 
paiu, made up the heat face he coald, 
and exdaimed, * Pretty playfiil crea- 

tDie, it is lurthingbiitplaj*!' 

I proceed to assert, that I Icx^ i^^ 
k: as an encouragement to have pro- 
ceed my sort of sensation Muong a 
linhf people like the Persians, by 
which they may be led to reflect upon 
themselves as a nation. Touch but 
thear Tanity, and ytm atteek ^eir 
most vufaierable part. L^t them see 
that they can be lai^hed at, you will 
tbAb thfipi angry. Keflection will 
mcqeed anger j and with r^ectten. 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



fNTKOBSCTIOH. XBh 

vho knows wb«t daoges may Mt be 
elfec«ed? 

But hftviag produced this efieet« let 
me ask whet lurther good may noti be 
expected bj placing them in strcmg 
contrast with the nstioos of Chris- 
timity, and toore particnUrly with 
our own blessed conntry? And it is 
tbis- which has been attempted in the 
following pages. In tiJent and na- 
tural capacity, the Fenians are etfaai 
to any nation in the world. In good 
feeMsg and bonestyt and in the-hi^er 
qmdities of man, they would be equ^Iy 
so, were their- education and 'their go- 
vernment favourable to their growiii. 
What is wanted, then, but some strong 
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XZIT INTBODCCTION. 

incentive to reflec^on ? And if 
an insignificant work as the one in 
question can have produced the feel> 
ings with which the foregoing letter 
has been written, what might . not 
the labours of some of the high and 
mighty in genius and ability pro- 
duce, if applied to the same purpose? 
A change in the edifice may be made, 
that is certain; the only quesUon ia> 
on what side of it shall we begin to 
knock down? 

Adopting his style of language, I 
answered my £riend*8 letter*; and 
forthwith determined to proceed in 

* The following letter can be looked apon 
as. of no consequence, excepting, perhaps, to 



INTBODUCTION. XXV . 

UnraveUiDg the tnanuscript of which 
H^i Baba had made me master. I 

illustrate tke sort of answer which ia likel]r 
to Lave weight with a Persian. 

■ London, lOlh Sept. 1836. 

' Mf dear Friend} — / have received y<mr 
letter, andlpray that yovr ghadom may never be 
lew. 

' At far Hajjx Baha, vhat for you not read 
that book before yon mrite me anch letter, tirf 
Sheikh Abdul Rusaool great fool; he eate dirt, 
md knows no better; but you, MaehaUah! yov 
very clever mttn, sir, nom, vizier, hmc yon not 
read before yon write ? You say Hajji Baba all 
lies. TV be sure all lies. Thousand and One 
Nights all lies. All Persian eiory-boots lies; 
but nob»^ angry about them. T^en mhy for you 
angry with me? You sag Persian jief^ very 
VOL. I. b 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



XXVX IMTKODVCTIOM.' 

foundthat to transkte itwordfarword 
would be almost ittii)ossible> for it was 

good to nte. Perh^, not kill me, not »taki wte 
Mumtltjum; thai very good; thankyou,sir,for 
thai; but that's all. You gay yov my very good 
friend, sir. ' Yes; eir, you my very good friend. 
You lie and swear for me to shah, that very yood; 
but one thing little had. You say because Mexico 
rich, I very rich. T^at not very clever, tir. If 
I say, because shah very rick, yoa very rich, that 
stupid. I same as was; but you great vizier 
now, and got very good house, tatd very good 
garden. 1 send you, TnshalliA ^ gome seeds and 
roots by ship to India or ConstatOinopte, and if 
you go on swearing so mmh to shah, perhaps 
send some ehvna and glass. 

' I hope you forgive me, sir; I not understand 
JIatter pec^les; you /mow very well I pimx man. 
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«i fah of inaccuracies, so difficult of 
comprehension, in its chronology, what 
took place in one year was so identified 
with what had happened in another, 
that my only chance to be intelligible 

sir — speak alway plain, sin *"' ' abrays good 
friend to you. But why you write wch bad letter 
to me? God k>tom$ I your old friend. 

'P.S. I got very good wife now, and eery 
good child, air.. You grand viner now, and got 
all silver end gold, and ihawh, and tm^puiiie. J 
like lilver and gold and nice thittgi- At ^ou 
urite iUcA bad letter, and ao mack abuse, and tell 
me I toy lies, I think you send me some silver 
and gold; and because I got good wtfe and child 
now, little shtnels and tnrgwise for me very 
good.' 

b« 
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would be to found it upon a new mo- 
del. The Eon^ean names also were 
perfectly hierogtj^hiec Who cooM 
discoTer Willoughby, in Yelhbelti; 
Crawley, in Cara OgU; Wellesley, in 
Wizly; Salisbury, in Asalberi; Stra- 
cey, ia Istirgi; Foreign Office, in 
Fall in hqfiz? 

I det^tnined, therefore, to attempt 
the compilaticHi of a work which should 
give as tfiany of the first impressions 
which England made upon Persians 
as I could gather from the Hajjian 
manuscript. X^eaving out long and 
tedious descriptions of things too well 
known to be amusing, and discarding 
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numerous ijlusioas to liTin^ pecaons, 
which, although in tkesuselves, as fu- 
•a I could discover, ace.ino£fensiTe, yet 
stilt loight cease to be so yihxm they 
appeared in print, 1 hare endeavoured' 
to preserve the spirit of the original, 
although I have mainly deviated from 
its text. 

And here, -for my own part, I beg 
leave to disdum personality. :of any 
kind. The letter above cited ef my 
Persian friend shows how^ easily an in- 
dividual will take a eharacter-to him- 
self, which, although it may fit in 
some parts, yet does not on the whole ; 
and is no more presented as a finished- 
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XXX IMTRODUCTIOM. 

portrait, than tddng a nose from one 
person, a month from another, and 
the eyes from a third, to make up a 
whole facet can be called the likeness 
of either of those who hare only c(»i- 
tributed a feature. 

And should you, niy reader, per- 
chance alight upon some trait which 
you may recollect, do not immediately 
exclaim, * This is Mr. Such-a-one,' or, 
* That must be my Lady TTiisj' be- 
lieve me, you will form imperfect con- 
clusions. The one idea of illustrating 
, Persian manners bycontrast with those 
of England has been my keblek, the 
direction of my Mecca. It is unne< 
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ceaaaij to say that the work might 
have been extended through mtmy 
volumes, so rich and various is the 
subject; but I felt that hints would 
be better than more elaborate descrip- 
tions; and as 

The diglitest sketdi, if justly truced. 
Is by iU-coloDriiig the more debced ; 

SO I thought if I dwelt too much upon 
subjects which were obvious in them- 
selves, my book would be thrown aside, 
and I should be preparing for myself 
that greatest of all calamities, viz. 
bang voted a bore. 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



XXXH IHTBODUCTlDMt 

That you may not think me so, and 
that the protecting shadow of your 
count^nwce may not be withdrawn 
&om me, is the earnest prayer of your 
humble servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

London, 
I9th April. 1828. 
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Jliijji Baia, now a man of eotuegutnee, eryoyt hit 
digmlg.—He it ordered to collect pretentt, pre- 
paraiory to an embatty to Engbatd Jrom 1M 
ShahofPertia. 

When I entered Ispahan as the shah's 
depu^, BO much wind had inflated my 
brain, and my nose was carried so high, 
that I looked upon my townsmen, the Is- 
pahaois, in no better Ught than stones in 
the highway. Most luckily my mother 
and her huaband, the aakhon, had quit- 
ted the city, and taken up their abode in 

YOt. I. B 
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a mpuntaiu village^ the aakhon'e luitb- 
place, some fifteen parosaogs distant, and 
therefore they did not obstruct my gran- 
deur. As for old All Mohamed, the door- 
keeper of the caravaiiserai, whose presence 
would probably have interfered with my 
vanity, he had hastened to follow my poor 
father to the grave, and the inexorable 
Azrael * had long since separated bis soul 
from his body. I almost tjistioctiTely 
avoided the tqiproaches to our shaving 
shop, that scene of my early days and 
subsequent adveotures, and indeed. took 
but little pleasure out of the house, where, 
however, I took, care to enjoy as many of 
the privil^^ attendant upon my new dig- 
nityas I.poasibly could. I.ceded theseat 
of honour to no ooe but the governor of 
the city himself,, and even with him.i 
naver foiled to go through all the restive- 
ness of a man .of consequence, who, iu 

* AznSlla the angd of death, acoordbig to the 
IMvmecUB Mth, «4io> at Atderih of k me ber 
Sevci, tejfunm tb* w>al fiwn the body. 
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foreing anotbef lo thie seat of hononr, shows 
(fist he does not tbereby i^linquisli some 
pretensions tt> it himself. Tb any one who 
was ignorant of my origin, my knowledge 
<^ ceremony and forms of speefcli maBt 
have appeared quite natural, so perfectly 
at-home did I find myself in my neW cha- 
racter. 

The- business with whieh I was intrusted 
was one of no small importance, inasmncb 
as I was commaodedibyTirtueof a: special 
iimaXL, to levy upon the cities of Upalian, 
Shiraz, and' their dependencies, almost 
the wholfr of the pres^its intended to 
be sent tb the king df England by the 
projected embassy. * By my head, fUend 
Hiajji/ wooM I occasionally s&y to myself, 
'thou art -bom "imder a fortunate afar! 
Here are the beards of tbe inhabitants of 
two of the lat^est cities of Persia and their 
provinces placed m thy hand, tliat thou 
nayst pluck them at tlvypleasure,' But 
th*D, secaUeotiiig sonoe of the wholesome 
lessons which my past life of ftdrcnture 
b2 
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and ricisaitude had taught me, I deter- 
miaed to makethe head of prudence guide 
the hand of moderation, and for once to 
show the lapahanis that consciflDce is a 
thing knomi in the heaH of at least one 
of their fellow-citizens; 

The firman was accompanied by a code 
of instructions, both of which, during the 
journey from Tehran, were the objects of 
my frequent meditation, more particularly 
because they contained one certain little 
word, upon which my mind constantly 
dwelt, and which raiBed my vanity to a 
most unruly height. I was styled aU- 
jah, the high in station, or the exalted 
Hajji Baba. If any of my readers know 
what we Persians are, they will readily 
ascertain the reasons of my exultation ; but 
. those who do not must be told, that if 
there is one point of ambition among ua 
greater than another, it is that of being 
called al^ah. Here, then, my rank in 
life was settled. I bade adieu, as I hoped, 
for ever to the mortification of being called 
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nothing but ao aU&ho&n.^, vhieh was the 
case as lot^aa I bad- been aatfiuoirtitmer's 
officer, a diqUbIl. audi Ai-meJcohtrnt; and 
my imagioatifiB oeiild awjxtly .coatein Uie 
imagea of sptendaur »nd prosperity with 
which I was pleased to. ItU it. M^et Uiose 
foot devils, the.ofitAoM*, aov,' atdd I, 
' hide their, faonimder the annpit of hu- 
mili^! I, who am, an alijah, may itAd 
ap my head, and look at. ihe sod irith im- 
punity.' And I did not rasUifll myfeel- 
iogs within the bounds of mere words ; for 
those who kaow me.M'e, I am suce, aware 
that none evfx aupportedhu digwty better 
than I did. . I did not h«eitate, to ' thou' 
and ' thee' those whom I had lookid upon 
as my equals, and to drawl out my de- 

* Although alyah and aluAoon are notda nearly 
of the rane import, tii. esolted, eminent, high in 
station, &c. ; still cuatom has produced a Btrong 
distinction in favour of the fonner. It is a title be- 
stowed on those of undoubted rank, wbilBt the latter 
is lued in addmung persons in the middling classes 
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mat^h-et-ch&k, ' !b tiiy brain in a state of 
sanity V -wiMi the s\vp4nOT tone ^oBe wbo 
takes AttSther rnider faifi pratectioo. fiotr 
d«hgbted did I feel when i coiM «ay to a 
Tisitor, ' Sit/ instead of ' Be pleased to 
eommaad,* the form of Bpeseh to which liay 
lipa had'hi^rto hwa <aocustemfld! um) 
it was perfect mumc to my ears to- hear 
myself addrssaed by the inflating epitttetji 
ef ' lord -and master;' I, who tittoagh 
life had nerei been favoared with any oa- 
reeses from the hand of fortune, wi^EOUt 
baring very soon after reoetved Wme cor- 
reapondmg boflfet. 

The instmctions from the shah wen to 
the forming effect:— 'Hiat the high in 
station, Hajji Baba, was to use his best 
endearours, with that wisdom for which 
he is famous, to procure sevefal heads* of 
slaves of different denominations, worthy 
of being presented to the king of the 

alRvei ve sold bj the nu, oi beid, in PenU- 
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Vnaika*; that they^wuld <be skilled in 
varioBS ftcta; «ad that one ttt least, of 
ohcrice defonnity, sbQald be all ready pce- 
fsmd to act as a gnardiu' io tlie infidel 
•eragUo. 

' That, IB OKtsidevatioa ef that holy in- 
JvBctiim of the blessed Mahtnued (upon 
wbom be bleseingB and peacel) wbo.or- 
daineth to ^e to those -^iio have not, and 
tp be mercifid to those who are in need, the 
said Hajjji Baba is ordered to proeure diven 
horses, Arabiui, Turc(»naa, and others, 
' which, on being presented to the shah of 
the Franks, may draw forth tha admiration 
of bis infidel sul^ecte, and at the same 
time do credit to the king of kings in a 
foreign land; and that, moreover, by way 
^ a'mark ctf special favour and friendship 
to the swi Franks, a. mare, if to be pro* 

* The PeTBianBhave but recently learned to dis- 
chmiDate one king of Europe from anotfaerj and 
'king of the Franka' even now u, perhaps, njted a* 
eomnionly by tbem todenote our someiga as ' king 
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cured, may be added, and thus perpetnatc 
the blesBing of giving a race of horses to 
those who now only possess jadee, and 
promotii^ those who hitherto have gro- 
velled in the mud to be carried on hi^ 
with their heads in the fifth heaven. 

' That, as it behoveth the dignity of ths 
king of kings to clothe those whom he 
loveth in dresses of honour and high ooo- 
sideratioR, the said Hajji Baba is com- 
manded to select and gain poesessioa of 
certain stores of brocades, ailka, and velvets 
from the royal manufactories of Ispahan, 
Yezd, and Kashan, as well as to procure 
the shawls of Cashmire, woven in the 
looms of industry by the hand of science, 
suited to the wants, tastes, and fancies of 
the followers of the blessed Isau, in ordei 
that the shah of England may make clQthes 
thereof suited to bis own taste and pleasure ; 
and that the love of the shah to the whole 
Frank nation, female as well as male, may 
be manifest, the said Hajji is ordered 
to employ tailors, and men cunning in 
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the faBhioning of clothes, to make two 
full suits of dress for the queen of tJie 
Franks, similar to those worn by the Banou 
of the royal harem, duly adorned with 
precious stones, before and behind, above 
and lielow, and to add thereto a store of col- 
lyrium for the eyes, khermak for staining 
the hands and feet, jewels for the nose, 
and jewels for the ear, pins for the shirt, a 
zone for the waist, and rings for fingers as 
well as toes. 

. ' That, the pearl being the ornament 
peculiar to royalty, the said Uajji Baba is 
joined to seek for and possess such pearls, 
or strings of pearl, as may form suitable 
presents to the king of the Franks ; and if 
in the ro3ral fishery at Bahrein any single 
pearl of consequence has been lately dis- 
covered, he is ordered to give due intima- 
tion of the same. 

' And he is further commanded to make 

collections ofturquoises of the finest colour 

of the old mine, in order that, being worn 

and hung about the august person of the 

b5 
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sovereign of England, he and his family 
may be effectually protected from glances 
of the evil eye, or froiA looks foreboding 
misfortane.' 

To these were added several other artir 
cles for which Persia is famous, such aa 
armour,' swovdsj spoeiaaens of fine writing, 
ioketands, paintings, and tdismana pos- 
sessing various virtues. And,- in fine, 
I was invested t^th almost flill powtn 
to attain for the use of the flfaah every 
thing that might be wc»lby of being pre- 
sented to a -crowned head. 
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ffe detcribft the mqdt of levying the preteab, and 
telecft tlavetjbr the tut of the king i^ England. 

When I exbibited my iostractLDiis to 
Um goreiBor, he was struck dumb with 
utftDiehmeot, and, as the phrase goe», his 
head wetit roiuid and roHnd. He w»b the 
son of the Ich^ high treaatirer, aad, in his 
own estimation, a personage of great con- 
sequence, and was therefoie extrem^ sur- 
prised to find that one of my hitherto 
insignificancy should have been intrusted 
with a business of so much importance, 
and placed as it were over him, and out of 
the reach of his control. But he knew 
that the grand vizier was no friend to his 
father, and therefore he felti however hu- 
miliating my presence at Ispahan might be 
to him, still he was bound in policy to be 
civil to the servant of that great dignitary ; 
for such I took particularcare to call myself. 
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' Where are we to find all these things, 
in the name of Allah ? ' said the governor. 
* The king's rayats are pooi, and the ar- 
tides here enumerated are only to be 
found among the wealthy. Our wits arc 
diminiahed at the thought.' 

I answered, ' As Far as my interference 
goes, I am less than dust ; but here is the 
king's firman, and you well know, O go- 
remor 1 that if these things do not exist on 
the face of the earth, it alone would pro- 
duce them, let them be buried one hun- 
dred gez deep. A despotic ahah produces 
strange miracles.' 

' Yes, that is very true,' said he, as he 
cast his eye over tlie instructions ; ' bot 
Ispahan is not Nubia, that slaves may be 
procured at a moment's notice ; nor is it 
Ac/d*, nor Guklan,th&t horses are to be 
had when called for; nor are the pearl banks 
of Bahrein close at hand, no more than the 

• Nejd, the province in Arabia whence come itie 
tnoGl celebrated horses. QvleUn, a tract of countr j 
amongst the Tarcomans, famoiu foT its honea. 
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mineB of KhoroBsan for tuFquoises. Silks 
and velvets we possess, and such as we 
have, in the name of the Prophet, take ; 
and tailors, by the blessing of Ali, to make 
them up, we have in abundaace; and 
upon my head be it to fulfil that part of 
the orders of the Centre of the Universe ; 
but as for the rest, our hands are cut . 
short, end we must put our trust in Pro- 
vidence.* 

I had seen enoagh of my countrymen, to 
know whence these difficulties arose; there- 
fore I quietly whispered into the governor's 
ear, that I was not one of those who kept 
the inside of my palm in darkness, but was 
willing to share with him such advantages 
as fate might throw in our way. 
- This said, I found that things took a new 
turn; difficulties disappeared; and what 
before was not to be found, all at once 
became pleatiful. Slaves now thronged 
the house; horses of all descriptions were 
brought; silks, velvets, shawls, and carpets 
were piled up in the corners of my apart- 
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uenta ; uld n^nibsRts froaii Uitid, Begdsid; 
sad KiuiMasan cuaa- in ibedies to cxhAkt 
their metihandise. 

Ootffiid^inj^at I-was aputyconoeraed 
in'tbe embassy now in contemplatton, and 
that muiili of its creditor ditcredit wtudd 
aoone to me from th« nature of the pre* 
acmtfl by whioh it would be acaoaipaDied, 
I b^sme rery aaxiouB to m&ke a-ssleetimi 
of slaves, whose good qualities bein^ botb 
tgtoiab\& ftUd useful to the Aah of Eng- 
Ind, might oement the good trndetstaad- 
ing'betneea our respective states. Vtaxiy 
of both soes were brou^tt to me, who 
had been tak«n from the haremB aad 
booeeholds of the piincip&I men and mer- 
ehants of iBpahan ; but few met with xsy 
iqt|^betian, because few were aoeom- 
ptishedintii&aTtB wluch I ooaouved woakl 
be.priaed smoug; the Franks. I at loigth 
fixed upon oae,'a woman (^ Etitippia, who 
had acquired^ the psaiUiv habit of Jivii^ 
almost without sleep; and whto. she did 
sleep, it was with her eyes open^ BO, if placed 
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fttnigfati at difeidoorof thcsliabof Engbind's 
dutaber,«hewoaldl»q>'watchbetter.tban 
the fiercest lioa. She was also vsnuited 
aot to more ; a qiality in a wafa^mg-slave 
no doabt aa nnu^ tste^ned amoag the 
F^uaks as it is in Persia. I pitched v^on 
a Bscond -who was celehrated ^ boibig 
rice wc^, and for her skdl in oonqxnittg 
provooatiTea ; so that whoever eat of ber 
baodywcnrk might bei said to live twice as 
loag as any otherperson ; and this I thought 
ms t^e behest compiimowt that oonld :fae 
paid to a crowaed' head, who 'oug^t^ in jos- 
tioe and consistenoyt to livetwioeiaE) loog as 
6ther mortals. To tbeseyas a spesimeaaf 
the bddily streogtii of oqr EsstMii subjecfei, 
{-added ^pehHvtm, brpnze-£ghter, anegiU 
ndkose teeth were filed intDfiakvs^of a tesifor 
Asftfocioiui ashi^ aspect, who amid thcotr 
aby man of his weight tO' the gEoi]jid> 
car^ a jackasa, dersar a sheep wbole^ 
eat file, and make a fovmtain of h*a isside, 
so as to act as a spoaC. 
Tliese Imu'tueky enoil^ to secure; 
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but the attainment of that jewel in out 
eyes, an accoo^lished guardian over the 
bononr of the weaker 8ex,.wa8 not of such 
easy ecqtusition. Few harems at iBpahan 
are of sufficient consequence to be super- 
intended by such persons, for they are the 
appendages of princely state, and of those 
upon whom the. riches of the world hav« 
been plentifully showered. My inquiries 
were extended to Shiraz, where the prince 
governor of that place, celebrated for the 
magnificence of his harem, maintained 
several ; but who could dare to insist upon 
his relinquishing one, meiely for the conve- 
nience of infidels? I despaired of hearing 
of any thing which might suit my views, 
when my emissary in the city assured me 
that he had obtained intelligence of one 
whose.hideous aspect was all that I could 
desire, and whose price was beyond ru- 
.bies and diamonds. . He was reported to 
.be the most vindictive, spiteful, and inex- 
orable of his species, as watchful as a 
lynx, and as wary as a jackal. But to 
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gain possession of him would require aome 
art, since he was the property of the head 
of the law of Ispahan, an (3ld, decrepit, 
and jealous man, whose numerous wives, 
it was said, made him eat more abomina- 
tion in the course of a day than did all 
the reveises common to mortals in the 
course of a year. 

I very soon found that my api^icationa 
to obtaia him were useless, for I had to 
treat with a man of considerable influence ; 
and as I knew that it was the wish of the 
shah to keep well with the interpreter of 
the law, I did not press so immediate a 
eompliance to the ocdei^ contained in my 
firman as I might have done. However, 
I thought it right to despatch a courier to 
the grand vizier with the intelligence, re- 
questing that a special command might be 
sent to give np this prise into my hands, 
and to have it Strcmgly stated, that none 
but the person in question was fitted to 
fiU &e high post of guardian over the wives 
of the shah of England. 
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TbisisstnmkBntWMmfffftdaecil its e£Fbet. 
The hcftd of >tfae law, 'with despair in hia 
heart, faeigfatened by jealoiuiy, at kngth 
ndnnitted to part wilJi hiB- tawgom, tnd 
MAnvari, or. the Pearl, for that was his 
name, waa driivered orerinto siycDStady. 
Ber the information of the curioaa,' I m«nt 
take the liberty of describing a spacimea of 
•adi ran and precious deft>nni^. la the 
filBt'jdacefhehadahead of enormoas size, 
[4acad upon a thtn ahrivelled neck, thftt 
seemed by ranch teo slender a pedestal for 
its mppoit. . The face was composed tit- a 
BnoeesHion of wiwJdes, which festooned 
o«er his&atures in folds of loose skin, lie' 
eyesjlBi^,watery,and bloodshot, possessed 
ths' heavy dnlness pceohar to tho Boake. 
Tin aose w«« merely an infticataoD of that 
feature; but the mouth -was thf^ upon 
whacdi'the value' of the deformity princi- 
pally rested, for it was more a rent than 
an opaning, tiie lofwerlip ftdMog prone 
H^On'the- e^tA, shoWtDg «n inside of fleeh 
seemingly oo the britdt efaoortifioaitioB. In 
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8b<Ht, Mfirwui WBS pttrfectioa. His rbtbe 
wu more like « «rodt than any other 
aouod; and, ftltogetlier, whenhisfeaturai 
Hrera set into motion, aad when, st the 
sfuAe time, he exertedhis langa, it is pMU 
tire tiiat.Do woman, be she demcm or ange^^ 
could ever for ijat moiaent' d&re to oppoeci 
him. 

My aBsortm^it of slaves being complete, 
I soon collected the remainder of the pie- 
Bents, and then made my preparations for 
letntoing to Tehran. The goremor and 
I had succeeded much beyond our most 
anxious expectations, for the surplus which 
we had managed to secure to ourselves was 
very handBome, all Uiings cooaidered ; and I 
found the grand vizier's wordsverihed > tm, 
as the reader jDAy recollect, he had £ca«~- 
warned me that this part of my commissioa ' 
could not fail of being beneficial to my in^ 
tereqts. I determined to hoard this piece of 
good fortune as a [vovision ^[ainet tiitare' 
wtmti&Ddinsteadoflayingitout in vanities, 
and in preparationa for a jonin^ to the 
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infidels, to bnry it many gez deep, well 
secured ia sealed bags, in some safe and 
secluded spot None but myaelf should be 
acquainted with my secret; and then, come 
what might, the day of necessity might 
overtake me, but it would find Hajji Baba 
provided against its sev^pty- 
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CHAPTER III. 

Hie mlumi of Pertiatu and Englukmeii njxat *laat* 
art Jbuad to be at variance. — Hqiji Baha de- 
icribei an iniemiew with the Engluh Eichi, 

I REACHED the capital in safety with 
the presents; my female slaves packed in 
baskets, my males on horse or mule-back ; 
my carpets, shawls, and silks made up into 
bales impervious to rain; and my precious 
stones, 8tc. well secured in my own trunks. 
I made my way at once to the vizier's 
honse, where I landed the caravan; and 
having gained an immediate admittance to 
his presence, made myself welcome by a 
valuable present, which I freely assured 
him was all that our destinies had placed 
at my disposal, although certain myste- 
ribns sacks at the bottom of my yafcdan, I 
knew, were laughing at his beard. I then 
gave bim a long and faithful account of my 
proceedings. 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



SI THE ASTBmeSSB Of [CHAF.'in. 

H^ very scrupulously ascertained the 
amount of my offering before he paid atten- 
tioii to other matters; and at'lengtb, having 
cheered me by the 6mile of satisfaction, and 
the corresponding comptiment of 'Hajjl, 
your place has been empty,' he then pro- 
ceeded to infonn me that the eminent and 
caalted Mirza Firooz, the intoaded am- 
btaaadoF, had not been idle daring my th- 
sence, for be had tw^n fully taken tip in fat- 
aiahiiig out hia own state and retinae, and 
that all now to be done, previous to bis de- 
parture, -was to communicate with the En- 
ghsh elchi upon the letters to be addresaed 
to the king of the Franks and hia court; and 
also to exhibit before him the different arti- 
oles which had been selected fer preeents 
to his sordreign. No embassy, in modern 
times, had been sent from Pet^ia to the in- 
fidds, aad therefore we w<ere anxioos to 
prodnee as- good an impressioB as pos^le 
upon their minds of the wealth, power, and . 
ingumity of our oaontry. 
The English elchi was invited by the ^end 
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viziet to visit. binirOBeniomiQg.and Mfrza 
Firouz »a8:al«> erd«fed to be in ftUendaace, 
wbeo the whde oS the {Hesentsokonld be 
difplayed.. Xohint had yet been girenof 
what they wore to omsist, euuI^ escepttng 
what he might have gathered from coidv 
mouTepOTt, he was sujipoaed to be ignO" 
rant of that which he wai d^out to see^ He 
came, and waa received in the dewankhotKh, 
M ball of audi^ee; a ceremony EeUoia 
adopted by the grand Tiusr, who was an 
old man little given to show, but who 
theogbt it necessary on such an oceasion 
to make a soit of official dieplaiy. Tba 
curtain was drawn up and extended io 
fiont oi the: roocor the fosi^aiB in' the 
maxble bama was made t« ^lout fol^^ its 
wHicr, and bowls: of fnat, oeolftd with ice, 
wsre. apEcad upoa the Soor. 

Whea the ambassador and hia.Buite had 
taken their seats, and when they had bent 
properly welcomed by the vinEr, I, who 
stood at the fartheet ead of Hae apartment, 
was Mrdeied first to {H-eselit to the ambas- 
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sador a list of the intended preeents, and 
then to exhibit each article in rotation. 

The slaveB and Murwari, who were in 
attendance, were made to stand forward 
and range themselves in a row on the border 
ofthebasin. ABBOonastheelchihadlooked 
at the list, he stopped at the first article, and 
exclaimed, 'Howis this? Slaves! — This can- 
not be — we allow of no slaves in England.' 

'What words are these?' said the vizier 
calmly; 'you have no slaves? Then how 
do you manage? who serves yon?' 

* We are all free in our country,' said 
the ambassador, ' and whoever comes there 
is free also.' 

' But, surely,' said the vizier, ' your shah 
must have slaves. A king without slaves ! 
Why, you might as well have a body with- 
out bands and feet. Who cooks for him? 
who attends him in the bath? who watches 
ever him when he sleeps 7' . 

' No,' answered he, ' our king has no 
more right to a slave than any one of his 
subjects. Whet yon do by purchase we 
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do by hire ; and, what is more, we not only 
do not allow of slavery in our own posHeB- 
uoiiB, but our king is using his best in- 
fluence to put it down in other states also.' 

* Indeed!' said the vizier, opening all his- 
ey€8 and looking much astonished, ' you 
surely cannot be so cruel ? What would 
become of the poor slaves if they were 
Iree? Nothing can be happier than the 
lot of ourB; but If they were abandoned 
' to their fate, they would starve and die. 
They are our children, and fonn a part of 
oar family-' 

' But you hare it in your power to 
destroy them.' 

' Destroy them ! ' exclaimed the rizier. 
' Who is fool enough to set fire to bis own 
house ? Who would willingly lose the 
price of his slave?' 

' At all events,' answered the ambaa- 
sador.'you can beat them at yoor pleasure, 
and no one can call you to an account for 
BO doing.' 

' And what can binder my beating any 

VOL. I. C 
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other servant, be he slave or not?" said the 
vizier. 'AU ranks here partake of the sticky 
excepting the shah, (whom Allah in his 
mercy preserve!) from me, who am the 
vizier, to the court scullion ; and were it not 
for that, who could exist among such a set 
of madmen as we Persians are?' 

' But,' said I, in great humility, ' if the 
ambassador did but know the qualifications 
of these slaves, I am anre he wotdd not 
resist their proceeding to England. Under 
the protection of tlie one, the shah of 
England might sleep as securely from 
treachery as if he were watched by a lion ; 
and eating of the food prepared by the 
other, he would never die.' 

' Our manners are different to yours,' 
answered the ambassador with great po- 
liteness. * Our shah. Heaven bless his 
majesty! sleeps, like his subjects, in peace, 
— he wants no one to watch him, — he eats 
bis food without the fear of poison, and 
puts as much trust in his cook as in bis 
grand vizier.' 
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' Then,' said I, ' here ia the famous 
pehlvoan. He is a complete Asfandiyar*; 
a body of brass, and haads of irOD ; you 
won't surely refuse him ? Such a msn is 
necessary to the state of every shab, and 
here is one who has no eqnal j with proper 
treatment he will fight any tiling that may 
be opposed to him.' 

' Yes, by the grace of Allah ! ' exclaimed 
the first minister, ' whatever is of Frank 
origin, he wonld soon annihilate it. He is 
an animal tti keep in a stable.' 

' We have our pehlivans too,' said the 
ambassador; ' but if they were to be de- 
prived of their liberty, wonld lose their 
strength. No, we cannot admit of slaves, 
and therefore I cannot agree to receive even 
this one as a present to our shah.' 

' Oh this is most wonderful !' did we ail 
exclaim. Every Persian looked astonished; 

■ Asfandiyar, the son of Kishtasp, in Persian 
history. He was called ' Braien-bodj' on account 
«f his great strength, and is eateemed one of the 
Penian heroes. 

c 2 
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aod Mirza Firouz aeeioed vexed at being 
deprived of the advantage of making pre- 
sents, which, in our eyes, were expected to 
ensure the success of the embassy. 

' Well, but you won't refiise this,' said 
the viaier, pointing to Mfirwari,— ' this, 
who is without a price, — who has not his 
equal,— which even our king, the Asylum 
<^ the World, cannot boast of possessing.' 

' Our king is in no want of such &n 
officer,' said the ambassador ; ' we do not 
even know what the office means, much 
less what is its use.' 

' ^o 1 ' said the vizier ; ' but your 
king has bis wives, in the name of the 
blessed Mahomed 1 and, therefore, he 
must have guardixns to superintend them. 
No women can exist without guardians' 
(looking round him at the same time to 
gather the approbation of the bystanders), 
' no ntore ^^ an orchard can be safe 
without its waUfi.' 

'What wwdaare these?' was echoed by 
eveiy ooe prosAnt, this being a matter of 
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such c<Hnmon acceptance as not to be 

doubted, tintil they were stopped by the 

English ambai^ador saying, 
' Our king has only one wife, and the 

whole of hia government are guardians 

over her good conduct ; ihej are his 

Mfirwaris.' 
Upon this speech all the Persians lauded, 

and cried out, ' La illahah UlSllah ! there 

w but one God!' 
' How,' said the vizier, ' only <Hie wife * 

Then what is the use of his being king? 

Suppose he gets tured of ber, vHiat then V 
' How can I explain,' said tbe elchi, 

' that which to yon mnst be so difficult c^ 
comprehension ? Women have frequently 
been our sovereignfl. The meaning which 
we apply to the wife of your shah, and to 
an English queen, are totally difiereot.' 

'' It is plain,' said the vizier, after weighing 
the subject in his mind,'' that tha« is great 
difference between our customs and yours. 
Women here are counted as nothing. We 
put no trust in them. We look upon theD} 
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as entirely devoted to the use of man ; and 
you might as well expect the liger to do 
homage to the lamb, as to see a Persian 
eubmit to be ruled by a woman. N'o, no, 
the kizzilbask only submits to the brave — 
he who wields the sharpest sword. The 
sword ! the sword !' exclaimed the grand 
vizier, making a horizontal motion with his 
hand at thesame time; "tisthesword which 
governs us ; there is nothing like a good 
zualfaker*.' 

' Bnt, in the name of the Prophet, tell 
me,' said Mirza Firouz to the ambassador, 
' your shah must have more women belong- 
ing to his household than this one wifel 
He must have his dancing and singing 
women, — the keeper of his clothes, — 
his story-tellers, to set him to sleep, — his 
watchers at the door, — his private cooks, — 
besides, the chief wife, the Banou of the 

* Zualfaker was the famous sword of the Prophet 
Mahomed, which he alleged to have received ftoai 
the angel Gabriel, and presented to his son-in-law. 
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harem — she moBtbe waited upon; and if 
she has childieD, they must be served by 
women; and alt these women together 
require the coutiol and superintendence of 
such perBone as Mlirwari. You cannot 
make us believe that the women of your 
country are so different from ours, that 
they are lefl without proper spies and 
guardians over them.' 

' However extraordinary it may appear 
to you,' answered the ambassador, ' such is 
really the case. Our women are under no 
control, and are just as free as our men. 
Our king, respected and loved as he is, 
could no more attempt to keep his wife and 
her attendants in the state of subjection 
and conBnement in which they axe kept in 
Persia, than he could, without a trial, cut 
off their beads. The laws would not allow 
it. And as for placing spies and jailors 
over them, that would be totally impossible. 
In the first place, where could he get them?' 

'Get them?' exclaimed the vizier; 'make 
them, to be sure, in the same manner that 
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they BTe niELde here. A rizier who mis- 
bebares, — a teftoctory khan, — a thijrii^ 
mastafi, or two(etuy,-»iB Bbort, any thing 
will make a MOrwati; end a very good 
utaatkm they get of it, let me tell yoo. 
Then «ll one's prisoners of war are turned 
to snoh good account in this manner.' 

Hie ambassador appeared horror-Btru^ 
at this Bpeecb, and stSl jDnsisted in refusing 
Mi^rwari to proceed to England as a pre- 
sent to his sovereign. But he assured ua 
at the same time, that when the anxiety 
of the king (^ kings for the safety of 
the honour oS the British harems was 
known, he made no doubt that such good 
intentions would be received with suitable 
expressions of gratitude. 

But having reflised the slaves, he made 
up for any unpleasant feelings which he 
might have caused in our minds*, by the 
rapture which he expressed at the sight of 

* The refusal of a preaeot in Persia is always 
esteemed an afiVont, and between crowned heads is 
a ugnal erf warlike intentioiu. 
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the horses which were iatended to be sent. ^ 
He WAS, luckily for us, no great judge of 
them; and, therefore, the antmal which a 
Persian would most likely have rejected, he 
accepted with joy. What they wanted in 
excellence we, however, made up io fine 
sounding titles. One covered with marks, 
foreboding ill luck, was called Khoda- 
hdksh, or the Codseod. Another, white 
with age, was the Pearl. A third, who 
would never permit its ears to be touched, 
was known by the sportive name of Ser~ 
mest, or Drunkard. Besides which there 
was a Hawk, a Hero, and a Bosom-friend, 
all names descriptive of the qualities of the 
animal. It had been in contemplation to 
add an elephant to the horses, seeing that 
its daily consumption of food was very in- 
convenient to the shah 'a tieesary; but the 
ambassador having remarked that it would 
be difficult to transport it on Bbtpboaiid, 
that part of the plan was omitted. 

To the other presents the ambassador 
gave his ready approbation. In the same 
c6 
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manner aB we had named tJie borees, so 
we dealt with certain swords and pieces of 
armour. One sword was called Timoor'a 
whip, and another Was said to be the very 
scimitar with which Nadir Shah made his 
entrance into Delhi. A handsome corsiet, 
helmet, and cuishes of steel inlaid with 
gold, were presented as having belonged 
to the famous Shah Ismael; whilst a shirt, 
inscribed all over with choice sentences of 
the Koran, and which had been worn by 
the shah's uncle, the great Aga Mohamed, 
during all his wars, was sent as a special 
mark of the friendship of the shah to the 
person of his brother of England, with a 
pressing request that he would wear it next 
to his skin whenever he went to battle, for 
that it was a sure talisman against any 
danger in or out of the field. 

To the shawls, the magnificent quilts, 
the Herat carpets, the silks, the velvets, 
the brocades, the ambassador made no 
.objection; and he also accepted, without 
hesitation, of the pearls, the turquoises. 
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the mbies, and the emeralds. The con- 
templation of the dresB intended for the 
queen seemed to afford him some amuse- 
ment. When it was spread out, the jacket 
opened to display the emlnroidery, the shirt 
with its' ingrafted precious stones, and the 
trowsers so well padded and overlaid with 
cloth of gold as to stand by themselves in 
the middle of Che room, he laughed out- 
right, and although he assured us that his 
queen would find it inconvenieDt to put 
OD these articles, since the Frank women 
dressed differently to ours, still with great 
^x>d will he agreed to number this among 
the presents. 

The conference being; thus terminated, 
the ambassador returned to his house, 
leaving us to egress our astonishment at 
the strange things we had heard concerning 
the extraordinary countries which we were 
about to visit. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Of tke manner of eoitdueiiiig a rogal correipondenee 
in Persia. — A getntitie letter from tht king of 
Pertia't chief tnife to ihe fHeen of England. 

The next most important matter to 
Bettle vas the letters to be addresBed to 
the Iting of England and his ministerB, in 
answer to those brooght by his ambassador. 
This was a subject of much consideration, 
for it was a long time since we had ad- 
dressed any one of the kings of Frangistan ; 
and it would be difficult, in so doing, to 
ascertain how &r the Asylum of the Uni- 
verse might compromise his dignity. The 
ambassador from the ahah of England, 'tis 
true, had brought several oddly shspen, 
oddly written, and strangely sealed letters, 
whose form and appearance were as dif- 
ferent from those used in Persia, as was 
the ambassador's smooth chin to the grand 
vizier's bearded one. What the Franks 
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ex^ained to ub, as intended for the seal, 
but which we thought at first might have 
been some precious BalvB, or ointment, was 
that which created the greatest curioeity 
amongst us. It was contained in a gilded 
box, and upon it was impressed a figure of 
strange import, representing a man on 
horseback killing a beast. Our learned 
men were called upon to ofibr dome ex- 
planation. The nearest which they coald 
afibrd was a conjecture that it might re- 
present Rustam killing the celebrated white 
devil ; but this was laid aside, for what had 
the Franks to do withbur great hero, and 
where was the white deVil ever heard of 
except in Mazanderaa 1 the explanation 
which the Franks themselves gave was 
this, that it represented one Geoi^,-one 
of their favourite im&ms, who was alwayg 
at work to keep a furious dragon from 
desolating England, and attacking their 
king ; and, therefore, that the representa- 
tion of this great and everlasting miracle 
was used as a talisman to all writings, and 
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to,eTery thing relating to royalty, by which 
means the countiy was preserved in safety. 
This seal being attached by certain silken 
strings to the bottom of the letter, was the 
causeofmucfa diacussionbetween the grand 
vizier and the elchi. The fonner asserted 
thatit eDOtedandacquiesceditiinferiontyj 
the latter maintained that no such intent 
could be implied, for that the king of 
England esteemed himself inferior to no 
crowned head in existence. We ass^ted 
oar right to place the shah's seal at the 
very top of the letter; but this die elchi 
(ejected with much indignation, becaiise 
he bad found out that this form was only 
used in Persia towards an inferior. We 
then offered to stamp it on one side of the 
writing ; this also be objected to, because 
that might look tike too much familiarity. 
He then suggested that the seal might be 
placed on a separate piece of paper, and 
inserted loose in the letter; to which we 
willingly agreed, because whilst he as- 
serted that it was placed where it ought 
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to be, we mtglit on out part assert, if we 
chose, that it was ii^aded for the very 
top of the letter. 

The letter at length was composed, and 
was looked upon as a model of fine wiiting. 
The Moottihi al MomaUk, the great moon- 
ahi of state himself, had applied the whole 
of his genius to selecting such flowers of 
laogu^e as would not &il to diffuse joy 
when exhibited in those dark and dank 
regions of the north ; and it wa« remarked 
that the refined ailaai<His which it con- 
tained were 80 difficult of comprehensioa, 
except by minds the most acnte, that no 
common mortal could ever pretend tho- 
roughly to understand what was meant. . I 
cannot charge my memory with the con- 
tents of the whole letter, but there was one 
passage in it which was admired hyall the 
court as a moat finished piece of eloquence, 
and repeated from mouth to mouth as the 
acme of composition ; it was this; — 

' When the flower-garden from which 
the Bweet-smelling flowers of this letter 
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have been culled ' shall be refreshed and 
watered by theoscillatioiu of yourmajesly'B 
eyes, beaming good fortune, and when timt 
ir^rance shtdl have risen in at^ incense 
into the inmost chambers of your UBder* 
standing, at that ausfncious moment may 
you be seated on the throne of health, and 
reposing undn the canopy of a w^ or- 
ganized brain-' 

Now, what cfHnmon mind could ever 
suppose that this was only intended to 
mean, ' we hope that this letter will find 
your majesty in good health?' 

There still existed one difficulty, and 
that was, to answer a letter which had been 
written by the queen of England to her, 
whom, in the ignwance of our customs, 
the English called the queen of Ir&n, and 
which was accompanied by a present, con- 
sisting of a portrait of the queen, set round 
with diamonds, suspended by a chain to 
be worn round the nfeck. Now, although 
the shah's principal wife is called the 
Banou Harem, or the head of the seraglio. 
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yet her situation in the state hears as 
little affinity to that of queen of England 
(from iriiat we could ascertain) as, one 
may say, 'the she htifialo kept in the en- 
closure for food and milk, haa to tJbe cow fed 
and worshif^ed by the Hindoo as his god. 
Out shah may kill and create banons at 
pleasure, whereas the queen of England 
maintajns her post till the hand of fate lays 
her in the grave. However, it wag neces- 
sary to answer the letter; and after it had 
been tried by several of the office scribes, 
it was at length undertaken by the great 
moonshi, who had succeeded so well in 
the former instance. As such a corre> 
spondence was new in the annals of the 
empire> I will herewith give a copy of this 
letter, in order that the world may know 
that genius and wisdom are flow«^ pecu- 
liar to the soil of my country : — 
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Letter from the Icing qfPavia't chief toif't 
to the queen ^England*. 
' With prayeiH resembling tb^ chaste 
garment of the Vir^ Mary acquitted of 
false accusations, and with salutations tnie 
as the testimony of Isau given in fovour of 
his mother's virtue, we hail your majesty, 
our heloved nster, whose court is resplen- 
dent as paradise; the pearl of the shell of 
authority; the lovely Venus in the sky of 
greatness ; the ornament of Qreat Britain; 
the accomplished of the age; whose bead, 
w© pray, may bo encircled with the canopy 
of splendotu*, so long as the celestial bodies, 
like the illuminatiDg chandeUers in Chris- 
tian churches, give light to the utmost re- 
cesses of the sky ; and so long as tlie ugn 
Gemini, resembling the cru(»fiz, is appa- 
rent, in the heavens. We beg leave to 
assure your majesty of our sincere affec- 
tion, and to acquaint you that at an auspi- 

* The sanction of the highest nathoiity has been 
gradousl; given ti> the pnblication of this original 
letter. 
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cious period like the breath of the angel 
Gabriel communicating grace, and at a 
time like the invigorating respiration of 
the blessed Isau, the letter of our beloved , 
eister, scented with mask and ambergris, 
reached the royal seraglio, perfnming our 
assembly with the breath of our beloved 
sister, and feasting oar delighted senses 
with the intoxicating odour of the lily. 
Its variegated contents, whilst they grati- 
fied us with the assurance of youi majesty's 
friendship, were an earnest of the accom- 
plishments of the mind of our illustrious 
sister. By the blessing of Allah, the alli- 
ance between the two states is so firm, 
that the distillations of the pen in the gar- 
den of concord, the variegated flowers of 
harmony and unanimity thereof, are exult- 
ing and smiling. From the exchange of 
ambassadors the doors of friendship are 
thrown open on all sides. It is necessary 
that the sweet-singing nightingales of the 
pen of correspondence should warble some 
notes in the garden of affection, and open 
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the buds of our desigo in performing the 
pleasing duty of acknowledging, with 
thanks, the receipt of the acceptable pre- 
sent of our beloved sister, which we have 
hung upon the neck of accomplishment. 
May your house, the dwelling of kindness 
and friendship, ever flourish. The duties 
of friendship point out the necessl^ of 
occasionally sprinkling drops fix>m the 
cloud of the pen, to increase the verdure 
of the meadow of affection. May your 
majesty's honour and glory be perpetual' 
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CHAPTER V. 



The shaK* andxusador to England and S^qyi Baba 
haye their audience of leave of Ihe Asylum of the 
Vniverie, 

Tbese letters, with others from the mi- 
nistecB of Persia to those of England, in 
which the business and interests of the two 
states were discussed, having been duly 
written and communicated to the English 
ambassador, nothing was now left to be 
dong previous to our departure, but that 
Mirza Firouz should receive his audience 
of leave from the king of kings. 

The astrologers were consulted upon the 
most fortunate hour for the beginning of 
of an enterprise of such great importance 
both for the individuals engaged in it and 
for the state whose interests were con- 
cerned, and they fixed upon the anniversary 
of the death of Omar; a day sacred to joy 
among the sectaries of Ali. On the day 
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previous to that of departure we were 
ordered to take leave of the ehah, and the 
EngUsh ambassador was also invited to be 
present on the occasion. In order to re- 
ceive every advantage from the awards of 
fate, the king determined to seat himself, 
for the first time, in a saloon which had 
been newly erected, an act always looked 
upon as productive of good fortune, and 
thither we repaired. His majesty was 
seated in a comer, reposing on hie pearl- 
ingrafted cushion of state, and on his carpet 
ornamented with precious stones. The 
grand vizier, the lord high boasnnr, and 
the secretary of state were standing before 
him, whea Mirza Firouz, followed by my- 
self, entered the court-yard ; and after hav- 
ing stood on tJie border of the marble basin 
for some tinie without our shoes, Mirza 
Firouz, as a mark of peculiar coudeacen- 
sion, was ordered into the ii'oom, and took 
his stand near the vizier, while I remained 
fixed where I was. 
The Mirza thonght it necessary, and in- 
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deed it was proper etiquette on such an 
occasion, to clothe his face with looks of 
great dejection, considering how soon he 
was to be deprivfJd of the all-inapiring, 
and all-exhilarating presence of the great 
king ; and when he stood before his 
majesty with downcast eyes, with hie 
hands hefore him, and with a hiimble half- 
inclined curvature of the body, one might 
suppose that he was a criminal brought 
up for condemnation, rather than one who 
was about to be clothed with the great 
dignity of being representative of one of 
the greatcBt sovereigns of the worid. 

' Whyare you thus downcast?' exclaimed 
the shah ; ' after all, do not you enjoy the 
king's condescension?' 

' Belli, belli, yea, yes,' exclaimed the 
three ministers all in a breath, whilst 
Mirza Firouz's looks were on the brink of 
tears. ' Yes,' said the vizier, ' the con- 
descension of the king of kings once se- 
cured, can any thing else be required?' 

' Tis true,' said his majesty, addressing 
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bimBelf to Mirza Firouz, ' you are about 
embarking in a ehip, you are going on the 
sea, and will lire among the infidels, but 
recollect that by so doing you ensure to 
yourself the shah's approbation, and then, 
Inshellah ! please God, when you return, 
your face will be whitened to all eternity. 
What can you wish for more?' 

' Imhallah! Imhalloht was echoed by 
the three riders, whilst Mina Firouz 
knelt down and kissed the groond. 

' Besides,* said the shah, raising his 
voice to a tone of gaiety, and smiting with 
great benignity at the same time, ' besides, 
reflect what wonders you are about to be- 
hold. Instead of losing the faculties of 
your brain, consider yourself one of the 
most fortunate of men. Yon axe going to 
see the most celebrated beauties of Fran- 
gtstan. .You will see the faces of the wires 
of my brother the kii^ of England, doubt- 
less the gems of the beauties of his domi- 
nions. You will see more wonders than a 
Persian erer yet saw ' 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



CHAP. V.J HAJJI BABA. 49 

Upon this, Mirza Firoiiz broke the silence 
of bis tongue, and exclaimed, ' May the 
condescension of the king of kings never 
he less. May he live a thouBand years. I 
am less than dust, and am ready to cover 
my head nitb ashes. Let me but live 
to return with a white face, and I am 
willing to undergo whatever misertw the 
infidels may choose to inflict.. Whose dog 
am I , that sifcould refu&e to obe^ thv orders 
of the king of kings ? I have only ooe 
supplication to make before I gOt and 
which I beg permisaion to' place at your 
majesty's feet' 

Here he paused, waiting for the royal 
answer, when, after a minute's interval, 
the shah exdaicoed, ' Say on.' 

' My suppHcation consists in $h^> tibat, 
encountering, tjie- danger^, so .e^ebfated 
and well .knawn,.:Qf the gre»$ «ea$j,the 
tempests, tbe rocks,, and the uiew^t^rs, of 
the deep, dangers which no Per^iaq can 
think of without shuddering, should this 
least and moat insignificant of your ma- 

VOL. I. Q 
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jesty's slaves h&ppen to be swallowed up, 
he hopes that his house* may still enjoy 
the protection of the king of kings ; and, 
moreover, that his son, now an infant, his 
only child, may ever sit under the shade 
of the throne. I hare said my word, and 
my supplications are at an end.' 

' Yes, by the head of the shah,' answered 
the king in great good humour, ' yes, make 
your mind easy; lay your head on the 
pillow of confidence, for whatever may 
happen after all I am a king ; your son 
shall be onr son ; and from this day we 
appoint him one of our slaves in ofBce ; and 
when ho shall attain the proper age, shall 
wait npon our per8on,'and watch over our 
safety. Go, go ; collect your fears into a 
heap, and bid them rest' 

Upon this, Miiza Firouz again knelt, 
and touched his forehead to the ground ; 
whilst the viziers exclaimed, ' Mmhallah, 
Mathallah ." 

■ When a Persiaii uJki of his khaaeh, or houie, it 
ii understood that he meam hii women. 
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The EnglUb ambasBador was then in- 
troduced, and with him a young infidd, 
one of hie suite, who was ^tpointed to 
attend the Pweivn ««abas6y to Englaojd to 
act as, inteipreter, and, when the oceoMMi 
required, ae mehinander. They were p»- 
mitted to be covered by the same roof 
that Weltered the Asylum of the Worid, 
and were invited to take poet ia the room. 

When the accustomed bow8 and pco- 
stmtifHffl had beeo made, a«id the ebah had 
dehvered his kkosk antedeed, ' You we wel- 
come,' he said ; 'by thebleaatng of Allah, 
elchi, this will be a fortanate day for the 
intereets of oar two states. The shidt has 
spread hifl oarf»et in a new place, and he 
h(^>ea that the desfetch of his embasay to 
England will be attended wifii the good 
fortune which such an act aecursB.' 

To this speech the elchi bowed; and said 
l>e fervently prayed that the friendsfaip 
which now existed between England and 
Persia would last for ever. 

The shah then expressed a hope that 
d3 
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the person whom he had selected as his 
representative would be agreeable to the 
English nation, and requested that the 
elchi would make it known to bis go- 
vernment that he was a man enjoying the 
royal confidence ; and in order to that he 
added, ' You will be pleased to notify 
officially to my brother, the king of Eng- 
land, that he has been honoured with the 
highest distinction which a Persian subject 
can enjoy. The shah this day endows him 
with one of bis own robes.' 

Upon this, a signal being made, a servant 
brought, wrapped in a napkin, a catebt, or 
furred cloak, which had frequently graced 
the royal person, and it was immediately 
transferred to the shonldersofMirzaFirouz, 
who oncemore knelt and kissed the ground, 
whilst the viziers and the elchi compli- 
mented him by saying, ' Mobarek, may 
you be fortunate.' 

The shah then addressed the king of Eng- 
land's representative, and asked him, with 
great politeness, whether he was aatished 
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with the presents which had been selected 
for his court? to which he received a 
flattering answer, and said that only one 
thing was wanting to make them com- 
plete, namely, a portrait of the king of 
kings, in order that the people of Eng- 
land might form some conception of the 
beauty of his person, and of his dignity as 
a sovereign. 

To which the sbah was pleased to make 
a suitable reply, saying, that he had not 
been unmindful of that part of the am- 
baesador's wishes, for that his painter-in- 
chief had been ordered to prepare a portrait, 
not only of himself, but of the princes his 
sons also, which he trusted that his brother 
of England would accept as a mark of his 
peculiar friendship. The p^nter-in-chief 
was then ordered to exhibit the portrait, 
which was indeed a great and immortal 
efibrt of art. It represented the shah in 
the ehase, in the very act of piercing an 
antelope with a spear on the fullest speed 
of his horse, with the crown on his head. 
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his magnificent armlets buckled to hie ann, 
and dresaed in all the state jeweb. The 
painter, with inimitable ingenuity, had 
contrived to introduce forty of his sons, 
like so many stars in the firmament blazing 
in different constellated groups ; but for 
want of room he could not introduce the 
rest. 

After it had been sufficiently exhibited 
and admired, it was rolled up, and prepared 
for the journey. 

The assembly was now about being dia- 
missed, when the shah stopped the English 
ambassador, and sending for the court poet 
said, 'We have still one other mark of our 
friendship for the king of Kngland to show 
you. Through your hands, elchi ! the 
shah received a box, on the lid of which 
your aged sovereign (for we have perceived 
that his hair is white *), has caused his owu 
person to be painted. We have faithfully 
kept this gift, and cherish it as it deserves. 
" In this portrait of George III. the hair wai 
powdered. 
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As It return, w« have caused tiiis trinket to 
be made.' At the same time he drew from 
under hia pillow a pocket looking-glass, 
curiously painted and enamelled, upon the 
lid of which was a miniature portrait of 
himself. ' When my brother shall look 
upon himself in this mirror/ said the king 
of kings, ' he will also eee our portrait ; 
thus two sovereign heads will be reflected; 
and in order to illustrate this we have 
caused our poet to write the ode which is 
inscribed on the surface of the frame.' 

Upon which Asker Khan, the melek-al- 
tkoheroh, or the prince of poets, who had 
now appeared, was ordered to read aloud 
what was written on the opposite hd of the 
glass i and clearing his voice, and stroking 
down his beard, sang as follows : 
' Go, envied gUsa, to where thy destiay calls tliee; 
Go, thou leaves! the presence of one • Ciesar to 
receive that of another. 

■ To this day one of the tideB by which the sul- 
tan of the Turks is known in Persia is, Kaiitr 
R&m, the Cteaar of Rorae. 
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St&l tboD bearest within thee th j •orer^a'a fbnn ; 

Aud when thou 'rt opened again by Britun's king, 

Tbou 'It leflecl not one C«ur, but two CcMn; 

Not one brother, but two brothers; 

Not one Jemsheed, bat two Jemsheeda ; 

Not one Darab, but two Doraba : 

And as the two Cfeaara thus become one, 

So will the Ei^Iish and Perdan nations unite. 

The frienda irf the one will be fiienda of the other; 

And the euemiea of either ahall be enemie* to both. 

Go, envied glas^ to where thy destiny calls thee; 

Go, leave the presence of thy sorerMgn to receiTc 

that of his brother.' 

All the assembly seemed struck by the 
beauty of the poetry, and the ingenuity 
which gave rise to it The English elchi 
aBsured the shah that it would be received 
with the greatest satisfaction by his own 
sovereign, who would not fail to look into 
the mirror at least once every day; whilst 
the viziers and Mirza Firouz did iiot cease 
to extol the wisdom of their royal master for 
having contrived so infallible a mode of 
uniting the two nations in friendship, and 
of bringing their respective soverei^s so 
near to each other. 
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DuriDg all this time I had stood on ths 
brink of the basin, and the shah had not 
deigned to notice me. But when he dis- 
missed Mirza Firouz from his presence, 
and when I was pointed out to him as one 
who was to accompany his ambassador to 
England, he exclaimed in a loud voice, 
whilst I kidsed the ground, ' Qo, do good 
sendee; labour hard to make the shah's 
face white in a foreign land. Open your 
underBtanding and learn things useful. 
The shah expects you to understand all the 
languages of the Franks at your return^ in 
order that you may be able to translate all 
their books, and let us know under what 
star the infidels of those unknown regions 
draw the breath of life. Go, and having 
done this, the condescending looks of the 
king of kings await thee.' 

I had scarcely strength to stammer out, 
' Be cheshm, upon my eyes be it,' so over- 
powered was I by the shah's kindness and 
affability; and as soon as Mirza Firouz 
had reached me, aad we bad gathered up 
d5 
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our slipperB again, we retreated whence we 
came, and went our way to make prepara- 
tions for immediate departure. 

But however exalted I might have felt 
by the magic of the Bhah's words, atill T 
clung in preference to realities ; and, there- 
fore, at the close of day alipt out into the 
akirtB of the town, and in the burying 
ground, near to the tomb of tJie unfortunate 
Zenab, I buried one heavy sack full of 
t<snaiui. At least, said I to myself, there 
shall be one spot in the world towards which 
my thoughts may turn with intetttt and 
affection ! 
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CHAPTEU VI. 

I embaatg. leavet TeAron. — The am- 
luikei a tolih^y; and Hajji Baha 
dunes how aeU he em make himself agreeable. 

THE«mbae&ytoEDgJaad'waB composed 
of the follovnng penoiu i — 

Mirza Firouz, . ambassador. 
MiizaHaJjiBaba, secretary. 

„ . , „ f the master of the cere- 

Mohamed Beg, < 



Ismael Beg, 


. nazir, or steward. 


AgaBeg. . 


. master of the horae. 


Hashem, . . 


^ peisk khedmel, or foot- 




t man. 


AbbaeBeg. . 


( grooms. 


Hossein Beg, 


Taki, . - 


( ferash, or caroet 
1 spreader. * 


Sadek. . . 


. running footman. 


Feridoon, . 


, barber. 
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Hmsbh, . . . cook. 

,, , , , 5 black slave, the trea- 

t surer, 
c. -J (ditto, valet de cb&m- 

"• • •• ( b„. 

Besides maay mehters, or stable boys. 

The yoting infidel before alluded to, wBo_ 
hitd accompanied the English ambassador 
to Persia, and who knew but justenough of 
our language to misunderstand all that we 
said, was to proceed in the train of Mirza 
Firouz, and whrai we had reached his own 
territory was to act as interpreter; for he 
calculated that during the journey he would 
be 80 much under the necessity of learning 
Persian, that before we reached England 
we should be able perfectly to understand 
each other. 

On the evening berfore the festival of the 
death of Omar the tents of the embassy 
were- pitohed at one parasang from the 
city ; and on the morning of that day, when 
every good shiah was devoutly heaping 
curses upon that long deceased usurper. 
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precisely at the moment prescnbed bj the 
Mtrologers, Mirza Firouz and enite issued 
from the Casbin gate. We were followed 
by our respective friends, who did not 
cease to pat up prayers for our prosperity ; 
and the day was passed in frequent com- 
manications with the city, in order that 
every part of the baggage and equipages 
might be got together, previous to- ulti- 
mate departure. 

I, 'tis trae, had but few fritnds to rft- 
gret my loss. Hitherto, I had formed do- 
ties in Persia; I bad neither house. nor 
child belonging to me, and I left Tehran 
with few regrets. But it was sot so with 
my companions. The ambeasador hinueK* 
had only one wifb and one child ; hut he 
had, besides, a lai^e establishment of 
slaves, who, as report gave out, contri- 
buted to his happiness. Several of his ser- 
vants had wives and familite ; and it may 
be imagined what black water * waa shed, 

* Ab tiah, black water ; to thePeraiani figuratively 
calltean. 
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when it was known that the object of the 
journey they were about to aodertake was 
FrangiBtaa; a country which, in the mind 
ot a Persiaa, scarcely exists but in ima^- 
natioD, when the uncleaa beast is eaten 
without 8emple,an<) Mahtooed the blessed 
treated as ao impoetor. I had converaed 
&eely with meet of my future craapanions, 
aad learned that very few of them bad erer 
li>eea beyond Ispahan ; so ignorant weve 
they of almost every thing save their own 
hills and plains. God knows by what 
magic I bad acquired a sort of reputation 
far knowing a great deal about the manners 
and customs of Europe; and it was qiute 
amusing to listen to the extraordinary 
questions which were made me concerning 
them. Oite asked, ' How shall we get 
there? underground, or how?' Another, 
' We hear that tlieir only food is the un- 
lawful beast; how can a Mussulman exist 
there?' A third said, ' At least we shall 
get wine, for we are told they drink no- 
thing else, and that all their water is salt.' 



CHAr. TI.|] BAJJt8A>A. 63 

The na^ arowed' hie iotention to take . 
Beveral loads of rice with bim, encpecting 
to find nooe in Europe; and he teemed 
very much puz^ed how to convey a euf- 
htaeat quantity of S^irez synip in botUee, 
to make his imster's sheibets. The Btable- 
men were anxious to know whether barley 
grew in the couiitxies they were goii^ to 
Tint, aod. wbsther chopped Btnw was 
also to be had in abundance. The bar-;, 
her wished to aacertain what quantity of 
aoap he waa to conrey ; and tbe cook 
whether pots and pans were common to 
Franks. 

Having been joined by the En^shmoii, 
who had closed kimself ia our drees finr 
the jounoAy, we at length departed, and 
tamed our honwe' heads towards the huui 
of infidels. I must luit omit to mention 
here, that, out ofcomj^Mienttoua, heper- 
mitted hia beard to grow.and thusiCleejed 
up the question whether Franks ever could 
have beards 1 All those who visited our 
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country looked as if they bad been pre- 
pared for offices in our hareme; but now 
that we were positive they possessed tbe 
seeds of a beard witbin tbe soil of their 
face, we were angry that they did them- 
selres and their country such tittle justice 
in our eyes. 

Ever since my return from Ispahan I 
had endeavoured to ascertain upon what 
terms I stood with my new master (for 
such I must call him), the Mirza Firouz, 
It bad been whispered to me that he was 
jealous of the selection which tbe grand 
yizier had made in appointing me to col- 
lect the presents. He very probably would 
have liked that commission himself, or, at 
all events, he expected that he might have 
superintended it, by sending one of his own 
servants to execute it. I was told, that, 
dependent, as I was upon the prime mi- 
mster, tbe ambassador looked upon me in no 
better light than as a spy upon bis actions; 
and aa the grand vizier himself was his 
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enemy, he naturally expected that I should 
be so also. Therefore I was advised to 
keep well upon my guard, to open wide 
the portals of prudence, and to close the 
avenues of indiscretion. 

In order to do away with those im- 
pressions I endeavoured to insinuate my- 
self into his good graces; I well knew 
his weak points, and there made my ad- 
vances. My former experience of his 
character had taught me that with flat- 
tery, flattery as palpable as the gold which 
covers the coppered cupola of the im- 
perial mosque at Tehran, I might, . if I 
chose, always carry bis beard in my hand, 
and make him walk round and round 
my httle finger. Accordingly, I sought 
every opportunity of entering into conver- 
sation with him by riding close behind 
him whilst we were on the road, or stand- 
ing before him when we made a halt; and 
I so humbled myself by not presuming 
to sit unless he bid me, that he became 
much pleased with my attentions, and with 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



66 THE ADVKMTnRBS OP [^OHAP.VI- 

the tone of deference and sul^uiBsioa that 
I bad adopted. He had always been fa- 
mooa for the indiscteet use which he made 
of the great powers of speech with which 
be was endowed, and every one Jtnew it 
wi» owing to that circamstaace the grand 
vizier had determiaed to inflict upon him 
the honour of being an ambassador to 
countries beyond the sun, in tlie hope of 
being rid of him Ekud his tongue perhaps 
for ev^. 

We had not travelled many paraaaBgB 
ere he broke loose from every restraint, 
and gave full vent to bis feelings. Sur- 
rounded by bis servants, who, although 
taken up with their own thoughts upon 
leaving their homes, still were ready to 
take part in what was passing in his, 
he lanched out into the following soli- 
loquy: — 

' I have done the needful to bis JktJi»'B 
grave ; I will neither spare bis wife nor 
his sisters. May an old ass make love 
to his mother! By the blessing of the 
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Prophet, a hundred dogs, one after aa- 
otheTjWiU m^e a comer-HStoDe of his beard, 
and every day briDg their friende to follow 
their ezamplefil Oh, thou old fiint-heart!- 
thou whoae stone never gweate*! In- 
shallah! please AUah! whatever curee was 
ev^ CODfietved, or whatever miafortune 
was ever known to betUl, may they all 
al{ghtonthy head at once!' Then turning 
round to me, he exclaimed, ' Hajji ! by my 
soul, and by your own death ! you who 
know the world, who have eaten the dirt 
both of Turk and Turcoman, how is it 
possible that you would consent to eat 
that of an old niggard?' Then looking 
straight forwards, and talking aloud as he 
rode at the head of the party, ' Well, and 
now I am an elohi! and to whom? to the 
Franks — to the king of the Franks! May 
they and their fathers' graves be eternally 
defiled ! And I am, forsooth, to leave my 



• This designation is frequently applied to i 
muei; MWeinigfatS87,s-8kin-flim. . 
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femily, my cbild, my country, to go wan- 
dering into unknown regions, amongst 
beardless infidels, all because this old ill- 
begotten vizier chooses to think that the 
shah was beginning to be too mindful 
of me!' 

* Yes.' said I, ■" whatever you are pleased 
to say is true, and I, who am 'less than a. 
dog, agree' in all your ftelings. But, in 
the name of your child.'the shah's business 
most be done by somebody ; if it be not by 
yon, it would be by some one else ; and by 
yonr own beard, let me ask, who is there 
throughout the whole of Iran, excepting 
yonrself, who could undertake it?' 

'^ There is no one else,' exclaimed Mo- 
hammed Beg, the master of the cere- 
monies; 'mashallah! praise be to God! 
who' is there like our aga now in Persia ? 
Who is the master of wit, the master of 
tliought, like him?' 

' Yes, yes,' echoed I, ' and the owner 
of accomplishments, the lord of penetra- 
tion.' 
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' A man of judgment and design,' Fe- 
joined the master of the ceremonies. 

' Of good heart, good temper, and good 
fortune,' answered I. 

' Trae, true/ said my companion, ' there 
is none his equal.' 

' Besides, mashallah ! look at his person,' 
screamed I ; ' a handsome youth, with 
narrow waist and broad shoulders ; a good 
rider, and one who has not his equal with 
the spear.' 

Upon hearing this, Mirza Firouz, who 
had permitted the free circulation of our 
words to enter into both his ears, struck, 
the Btirrups into hia horse's flanks, dashed 
off at a bound, and making a deviation 
from the road on the fullest speed of his 
horse, took a long sweep, and fetnmed 
to u8, apparently quite pleased with his 
feat. He then suddenly stopt his horse 
with all the force of his arm a few yards 
from us. 

' Praise be to God !' was echoed through 
all the hand when they saw this, which was 
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answered by the ambassador by calling 
for a-jerid, or staff, and exclaiming, ' 'Tib 
most tnie; I swear by the beard of Ali, 
that in point of horsemanship there is no 
one like me.' Then calling out to me, 
' Hajji, in the name of Allah,' said he, 
' let ua make a little play.' Upon this I 
dashed my horse onwards, and fled irom 
before him, in the most ooortier-hke style 
possible, whMi, as he followed close upon 
me, he was pleased to lanch his jerid at 
my head, and inflict thereon so severe a 
Mow, that the stick rebounded to some 
diftance, and left him nothing to wish for. 
This was a signal for the rest of the party 
to abandon the sobriety of their steady 
travelling pace, and to commence a skir- 
mish all over the plain, hooting, kicking, 
pulling lip, advancing ^ain, and, in short, 
doing all that which men taking a ride for 
mere pleasure would do. 

When this exuberance of spirits had 
subsided, and we had s^ain collected into 
the txtaa of oar chief, he asked for his pipe. 
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and smoked and chatted until we reached 
our first stage. 

Notwithstanding the blow on my bead, 
which had in a great measure stopped the 
flow of ray applause, I managed to keep 
up a good countenance; and though I 
rubbed the sore place, I still could laugh 
at the jokes of my chief. By way of 
a jeer, he frequently said, 'Ay, Etajji, 
it is lucky that the blow was not worse. 
God was merciful;* which set »ll those 
around ns upon the broad grin, and in- 
creased the satisfoction which he enjoyed 
at the contemplation of his own dexterity. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



TheaoibaftadorexercUeshisprivilegtatAttBomit, 

and »eU at defiance a paika of three taiU. — Tkig 
reach Conetaniinople. 

We t,raveUe<l througli Persia by easy 
stages, and made a bait fot a few days at 
Tabriz, to receive th« commands of our 
illustrious piiace royal, previously to quit- 
tiag the . t«rritory of Persia. Having 
taken -charge of bis letters for hie uncle, 
the king f)f England, as yfe\l as some 
additional pr^ents, we proceeded on our 
' march again, passed Erivan, ranged the 
foot, of Agrifidagh, or the Wild Mountain, 
sl^t at the Armenian luonasteiy, and 
crossed, withcHit au accident, the 'rapid 
and -dangerous stream of the Arpachai. 
Traversing the frozen 'region of Armenia, 
we reached Kara, where we rested two 
days ; and, without meeting any of the 
much dreaded CArdish robbers on the 
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moiiDtains of Savaalii, at length reposed 
in Arz Roum. 

Here the ambossadoi waS' well received 
by the goveroor of the province, a pasha 
of three tails, who du] his utmost to make 
OHr stay agreeahle ; bnt it was evidoit that 
we entered bis city at an unlucky hour, 
because a einiumstance, not long f^tn our 
arrival, took place which deetn^red ' the 
good understanding that at first had 
subsisted between the ambessadoi and the 
pasha. 

Sadek, the running footnran,ia8 depraved 
and worthless.as the worst of bis fraternity, 
had shown dispositions to abscond .even 
before we reached Arz Roum, having moee 
than once expressed 'bissorrow at- leaving 
his own country and its {deasures.' We 
had not been many days arrived, when it 
was annonnced to the ambassador that he 
was nowhere to be found j and moreover 
that one of the gold pipe-heads andahorse'e 
gold chun were mismng. Instantly a 
search was instituted; the pasha's officers, 

VOL. I. I 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



74 THE ADTBNTDBEB OF [CHAP. VU- 

as well as some of the ambassador'g owd 
servants, were sent in pursuit, and in two 
days after the fugitive was broaght back, 
and convicted of the theft. He was seized, 
tied hand and foot, and the ambassador, 
in the hearing of the Turkish officers, pro- 
claimed his intention of cutting off his 
ears. This was reported to the pasha, who, 
feeling that no punishment of that de- 
scription ought to be inflicted except by 
himself, and that to permit such an act in 
his own city would be throwing away his 
consequence and authority, he determined 
upon making a remonstrance with the 
ambassadcH'; and ordered his principal 
chaonsh, an old grave Turk with a white 
beard, to carry a very civil message to that 
purport. 

The ambassadtn- was surrounded by all 
his servants when the chaoush entered, and 
was still in the height of his fury at the 
delinquency of his running footman. He 
was pouring outatwrent of words, cursing 
first the day he had set out on this ex- 
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p«ditioii, then the vizier who aent him, 
then the Turks and their country, when 
the solemn son of Osman interposed his 
telam aleikum, peace be with you ! and took 
his seat with all due reverence- 

' What has happened?' exclaimed the 
amhassadOT to his visitor. 

' Nothing,' answered the chaoush. 

' Have you seen what abomination that 
rascally countryman of ours has been cjfin.- 
mitting V said the ambassador. ' Please 
Heaven, his father shall burn ere long. 
We are not such asses to let him escape 
gratis. Until I have got bis ears into my 
pocket, not a drop of water passes my lips; ■. 
of that make your mind easy, O effendi ! ' 

' The pasha, my master/ said the Turk, 
' makes prayers for your happiness, and 
has desired me to inform you that such 
things cannot be.' 

' What things cannot be V exclaimed 

the ambassador with the greatest vivacity. 

' What cannot be ? Shall I not, then, cut 

off bis ears ? Ah ! you know but little of 
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MlrzK Firouz if you think bo ! By the 
sacred beard of the Prophet, by the salt of 
the shah, by the pasha's soul, and by yout 
death, I would ae soon cut off his ears (ears 
did I say ? By Ali, and head into the bar- 
gain !) as I would drink a cup of water. 
We are rare madmen we Persians ; we do 
not stand upon trifles.' 

' But,' said the Turk, totally unmoved 
by the volubihty and matter of this speech, 
' my master orders me to say that he is one 
of three tails, and that, therefore, no ears 
can be cut off in Arz Roum except by 
himself.' 

' Three tails !' exclaimed the Mirza, 
' three, do you say 1 If the pasha has 
three, I have fifteen; and if that won't 
do, I have a hundred; and if that be not 
enough, tell him that I have one thousand 
and one tails. Go, for the love of Allah, 
go; and tell him moreover, since he brings 
his three tails into the account, that the 
ears are off", off, off.' Then calling aloud 
to bis ferash, and to two or three other 
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servants, he said in a most peremptory tone, 
' Go, raBcals, quick. By, bring Sadek'e ears 
to me this instant. 1 11 three tail him ! If 
he had fifty ears I would cut them off.' 
Then turning to the chaoueh, who had 
already got on his feet in readiness to de- 
part, he said, ' May your shadow never be 
less. May God protect you Make my 
prayers acceptable to the pasha, and tell 
him again if he has three tails, I, by the 
blessing of the Prophet, have fifleen.' 

Upon this the Turk, exclaiming from the 
bottom of his gullet 'La UUtha illallah! 
there is but one God,' walked slowly away, 
and had not proceeded many steps before 
he met the Persians coming up, bearing the 
ears of their countryman,or something very 
like them, on the cap of a saucepan, and 
who did not fail to exhibit them to the 
phlegmatic Oemanli with appropriate ex- 
pressions of superciliousness. 

The pasha, enraged at this treatment, 
soon made our r^idence in his city too 
disagreeable to invite ub to stay longer 
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than necesBary, and accordingly we very 
soon after departed, leaving the cropped 
Sadek to find his way bock to Persia ta 
the best manner he was able. It was, 
however, known afterwards that he de- 
parted with his ears on his head ; and that 
the bits of dash exhibited on the lid of the 
saucepan were slices of a young kid ; for 
whether the executioners of their master's 
commands knew that it was in no wise in 
his nature to be cruel, or whether they w«e 
the culprit's personal friends, it is certain 
that he toxei very tenderly for his n^fuery. 

After having traversed the long and 
tedious road through Turkey, quarrelling 
at every post-house, and increasing our 
stock of hatred for the sectaries of Omar, 
we at length descried the cupolas and 
minarets of the capital of the Blood- 
drinker*, the vast and magnificent Con- 
stantinople. 

The ambassador was received with proper 

* A title by which the Bultan of Turkey ii known 
inPenia. 
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ceremony and respect by the Turkish au- 
thorities, and a large house at Scutari 
allotted to bim and his suite. A meh- 
ntaoder was also appointed, whose duty 
was to collect and distribute the daily 
allowance of ^ovisions granted for the 
use of the embassy, according to the 
eatiU>lished ua^;eB of the empire. The 
young infidel, who had accompanied us, 
and who now made himself tolerably well 
understood in our language, left us, and took 
up his quarters among his own people; 
and shortly aft«; preceded as to a city 
called Giaour latair, or the Infidel Smima, 
in order to prepare a ship to conduct us to 
England. 

The ambassador, soon after hie arrival, 
visited the grand vizier, and-in succession 
moat of the principal Turkish officers,many 
of whom-teek a great liking to him, and 
seemed to take much pleasure in his con- 
versation. However be might be pleased 
with this, still his native hatred for the 
Turks never forsoc^ him, and be never 
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lost an opportunity of expreSBing it, when 
he could do so with propriety. One day, 
at a confidential interview with the grand 
vizier, at which I was pennitted to be 
present, that minister, celebrated for being 
a pure and bigoted Mussulman, talking 
of the power of the FraukB in general, of 
their institutions, and also of their obstinate 
adherence to their own religious faith, 
exclaimed to the ambassador, ' Ah, my 
friend, when will the world be clettnsed 
from this most accursed race of unbe- 
lievers ? What is to be done T 

' I tell you what,' answered the Mirza, 
' Allah must do it ; for, between you and I, 
I do not think that you ever will.' 

On another occasion, when on a visit to 
the mufti, that great chief of the law, 
having sufficiently deplored the ambassa- 
dor's evil destiny which led him to quit 
the land of the true faith, in order to in- 
habit the regions of infidelity, said, ' Great 
will be the mass of impurity with which 
you will be overwhelmed before you return. 
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How ehall you ever cleanse yourself there- 
from?' 

' Inshallah ! please Heaven,' answered 
my chief, ' by not returning through Con- 
stantinople.' 

The ambassador was once invited to an 
assembly of free livers, where wine was 
introduced, accompanied by singiug and 
music. This brought on a discuBsion upon 
the respective merits ofTurkishandPereian 
music, when a young effendi, who showed 
great pretensions to wit, said, loud enough 
for us to hear, ' As for the effect which 
their music produces, we know tkat when 
a Persian sings we always expect that it 
will rain.' 

' And we in Persia have always re- 
marked,' exclaimed the ambassador, ' that 
when a Turk sings he sets all the asses 
braying in response.' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Mirza Pirvuz rtceiett a prttenl - of a CirciutUm 
staoe. — The hUtory ofhtr captivity U detcribed. 

A FEW days before our departure, the 
ambassador sent presents to the principal 
Turkish officers, and received others in 
return. He had formed a great intimacy 
witii one of the secretaries of state, a jovial 
spirit, who WM addicted to pleasure, and 
particularly fond of Persian poetry and 
literature. To him he presented his own 
favourite riding-horse, accompanied by a 
beautiful copy of Uafiz; and as he was 
anxious that they should be well received, 
he requested me to present them myself, with 
the proper compliments. Yarak Effendi, 
for that was his name, expressed himself 
greatly pleased at this mark of his friend's 
attention, and professed himself at a lose 
what to offer in return. He consulted me 
for a long while upon what I thought would 
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be most agreeable to him. Of sIiawlB be 
knew that be bad abundance. PelisseB and 
fare be also knew were common in PerBia. 
Stuffs and brocades were more beautifully 
manufactured with us than in Turkey. 
English goods he would not offer ; we were 
going whence they came. Amber-headed 
pipes the Persians did not ose ; and we 
neither prized their faorBe-fumitare nor their 
carpets. AVhat then was to be done ? At 
length a thought struck him, and he ex- 
claimed, ' I have it ! I have it i The am- 
bassador, I know him, is an admirer of 
female beauty. He shall not go among 
the in&dels to put his beard into their 
hands. He shall have my new Circassian 
slavey she is beauti&l as the moon ; and 
it is scarcely an hour since she has made 
the profession of the true faith. I bought 
her out of the ship she came in but yes- 
terday, from that arch man-stealer, Khersis 
Oglu, and he assures me that she is of 
Circassian blood, and a princess; bat I 
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suppose the kafir liee.' Then addressing 
himself particularly to me, he said, ' May 
I venture to send her to your aga?' 

I professed ignorance of bis tastes, and 
said that 1 would soon inform, him of the 
ambassador's wishes on tliat head, not 
doubting that if there was a possibility of 
taking Buch an addition to his suite with 
him, that he would not hesitate in so doing. 

Accordingly I returned to Mirza Firouz, 
who received the effendi'a proposal at first 
with ecstasy; then with hesitation ; and at 
length, by way of not doing an uncivil act, 
he let him know that he could not have hit 
upon a present that would be more agreeable 
to him. 

At the close of day she arrived, veiled 
from head to foot, mounted on a horse, 
and escorted by the effendi's black man 
slave, who received a handsome present 
in money for his trouble. She was im- 
mediately conducted into the ambassador's 
house, who had ordered a suitable place 
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for her reception ; and when he went to 
visit her, we collected oureelveB into a body, 
and freely discuBeed the prohahle conse- 
quences of this proceeding. 

' He will eat a good allowance of his 
wife's slipper,' exclaimed Ismael Beg, the 
nazir, ' if once he gets within reach of it, 
should she become acquainted with what 
he has done.' 

' Ah !' said Taki, the ferasfa.-who seemed 
to know much of the interior of his house- 
hold, ' the khanum is at a great distance 
now ; and until that time comes the world 
may have turned upside down.' 

' Were she a Georgian,' remarked Seid, 
* there would be no harm done, for they 
are tractable ; but being a Circassian, 'tis 
time to put our trust in God. They are a 
bad race.' 

' Georgian or Circassian, Lesgui or 
Ahkhasians,' said the master of the cere- 
monies, ' they ar& all children of the devil 
together. I hope the arrival of this stranger 
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among as may not faring ashes upon our 
heada in a foreign land.' 

' I tell you what,' said I, ' whatever we 
may think on this ocoasion ia all very well, 
provided we recollect that she is the elchi's 
property ; and although she is one woman 
among so many men, yet, mind ye ! he alone 
is her master.' 

' Yes, O yes!' they all exclaimed; ' whose 
dogs are we, that we should think other- 
wise?' 

The next morning the amhaasador, of 
bis own accwd, gave me the history of his 
slave, which he had got from her own 
mouth. It was hriefly this, that she was 
the daughter of a Circassian chief, who 
lived near the banks of the Black Sea, of 
a character so lawless and depraved, that 
even among his own countrymen he was 
called Shaitan backeh, or Child of Satan. 
His cruelties and drunkenness would have 
been of little consequence bad tbey been 
merely the effect of sudden passion; but 
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gRmbling waa the vice to which he aacri- 
jiced ev^ other feeling ; and this led him 
to commit acta of unhet^d-of enormity. 
To ooe of these acts this poor slave had 
&UeD a Tictim. He had gambled to such 
an excess with a neighbouring chieftain, 
a man of greater power than himself, that 
he was totally mined ; and determining to 
make one desperate effort to retrieve his 
losses, he resolved upon selling all his 
family as slaves to the Turkish merchants 
who made that traffic. He accordingly 
struck a bai^n with one of the moat 
enterprising of that profession ; and on a 
certain day it was agreed that he would 
furnish a fixed quantity of slaves, both 
maleand female, who should be embarked 
in the vessel waiting off the coast for that 
purpose. When he had been t^prised of 
the arrival of the ^ip, upon pretext of 
giving an entertainment to his family, he 
collected the different individuals com- 
posing it imder his roof, and invited them 
to join him in emptying certain skins of 
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wine which had been proyided for the 
occasion. When he saw that the mea 
were sufficiently intoxicated for his pnr- 
pose, at a signal given his house was sur- 
rounded by a host of armed Turks, the 
crew of the slave-ship, and they imme- 
diately made prisoners of all the company, 
carrying away the drunkards like logs, 
and forcing off the women. Besides ber- 
telf, who was his daughter, he had sold 
his wife and two of her brothers, with one 
of his own, his father and mother, two 
women servants, two aunts, and an uncle ; 
and by way of completing the dozen, he 
stole a priest who was riding quietly by at 
the time, and added him to the party. As 
soon as they were embarked, the vessel 
set all sail, and not many days after they 
reached Constantinople, when she was im- 
mediately bought up by the secretary of 
state. 

The ambassador said that her Circassian 
name was Mariam, but that he intended to 
call her Dilferib, or the Heart-enslaver, 
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owing to the great faBcination of her 
manner. He described her as being low in 
stature, and of a round and melon-formed 
person, but possessing eyes of surprising 
size and fire, and a complexion as verdant * 
as even the most celebrated beauties of 
Ir&n. He seemed quite elated with hia 
acquisition, and expressed his intention to 
have her instructed in all the arts and ac- 
complishments which the Europeans are 
capable of teaching. She was to become 
mistress of embroidery, of tailoring, of 
making stockings, and twisting ringlets. 
She was to learn to sing, dance, and play 
musical instruments. In short, he intended 
to make her so accomplished a slave that, 
in case some conciliatory present were ever ■ 
necessary to the shah, he might have her 
ready at hand to secure his peace. At pre- 
sent he described her as totally ignorant. 
She could give no account of her religion ; 
she could neither read nor write ; and her 

* Sttbi, or green, is a word nsed id Pereian, 
dcDotiDg a bntnette. 
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whole morality seemed that cf revenging a 
family quarrel, and Bbowing hospitality to 
tbestrangcir. Shewasperfectlyagreeahleto 
become a follower of the blessed Mahomed, 
and pronounced the profession of the true 
faith without a moment 'aheaitatioii. 'What 
she may prove to be in character,' said the 
ambassador, ' Allah only knows ; that will 
entirely depend upon my good or ill luck, 
and upcm the position of the planets at the 
time of her entering my house.' 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

The embatt;/ leave Corutantinople, reach Stmrtta, 
atut embark on board an Engluh ihip. — Their 

reception on board ia described. 

Tee iimbassador having received in- 
telligence from ' Giaour imiir'that a ship 
was in readiness to receive him and his 
suite, in order to convey him to London 
(for so is the foot of the Enghsh throne 
called), we proceeded on our journey in 
the same manner as we had travelled fnHn 
Pa^ia, with this difference, that Dilferib, 
the Circassian, who now had been put 
under the special charge of the two black 
slaves, Mahboob and Seid, was mounted 
upon a mule, closely veiled from head to 
foot. Having passed the two lai^e cities 
of Brousa and Manesia, traversing a coun- 
try which produces every thing that can 
contribute to the happiness and well- 
being of man, we at length reached the 
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city of our destinatioa, situated on the 
borders of a magnificent bay, and called 
Infidel, because it harbours many European 
merchants, many Greeks, and many Arme- 
nians, who drink wine openly, and whose 
hogs are allowed to walk about the streets. 
Upon entering it we blew over our shoulders 
to keep the impurity of its inhabitants from 
us, and then took up our quarters in a house 
which the Turkish government had been 
enjoined to prepare for the ambassador's 
reception. 

We had been greeted a parasang before 
our entry into the city by the young Inglis, 
who, in quality of mehmandar, had pro- 
ceeded from Constantinople to prepare 
our way; and he informed the ambassador 
that two ships were in readiness, the one, 
as he described it, a lai^ ship belonging 
to the shah of his country, destined for 
the use of the embassy; and another hired 
from a merchant, for the purpose of coii- 
veying the horses. He assured us that 
every thing was ready for our reception. 
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that all the provisions were on board, 
sheep for our kahohs, goats for oar milk, 
fowls, geese, ducks, and turkeys, and 
plenty of water. There was only one thing 
which he wished to ascertain, namely, 
whether the ambassador liked to sleep in 
a bed which, by his description, was made 
to move backwards and forwards, or one 
which remained stationary. 

Ignorant as we were of the nature of a 
ship, and of every circumstance attending 
a sea life, we became much puzzled at his 
questions. In the first place, that a ship 
should, from his description, be a farm- 
yard, containing all the animals he had 
enumerated, surprised us not a little; but 
why a bed should be made to move about 
was extremely puzzling; and why it should 
even be a question, whether a man should 
lie quiet, or be tossed backwards and for- 
wards, was still to be explained ; and there- 
fore the ambassador wisely letl the matter 
at rest for the present, until we should be 
better able to judge for ourselves. 



Diaitizc^db, Google 



94 THE ADTXVnrBSS OF [|CHAF. IX. 

This, and vEuiauB other circumstances, 
gave us great matter for discusston, and 
increased our impatience to see the Fiaok 
ship, and all the wonders which we anti- 
cipated that it would contain. The meh- 
mandar was not aware of the circumstance 
which bad added the Circassian to our 
party, and as he was acquainted with our 
customs, which required the seclusion of 
women {rom the gaze of men, he hastened 
on board to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, and htt us to prepare oar ba^age 
for immediate departure. 

The ambassador was very anxious not 
to leave the shore and set foot on board 
excepting at a fortunate hour; and he con- 
sulted thereupon his master of ceremonies, 
M(diamed B^, who had a good knowledge 
of astrology, having studied for some time 
under the celebrated Mirza Cossim of Is- 
pahan. He did not discover any fortunate 
conjunction of the planets for a week to 
come ; and we were making up our minds 
to remain quietiy smoking the pipe of pa- 
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tience, when, the second morning after our 
anival at Smima, our baggage haring been 
embarked the day before, the mehmandar, 
attended by the captain of the ship, came to 
announce that all was ready, that the wind 
was fair, and that we must embark. This 
had not met the ambassador's calculation, 
and he positively said that he would not 
stir. The want of a good moment, said 
he, was not to be disregarded ; and what- 
ever any body else might think, he for 
his part valued his life and the beard 
upon his chin too much, to commence such 
a hazardous undertaking as that of embark- 
ing upon a ship commanded by infidels, to 
go to infidels' countries, without having the 
ttill sanction of his own astrologers. He 
was strengthened in his resolution by Mo- 
hamed Beg, who, strong in his science, and 
obstinate in his converse with the heavens, 
declared that to go, merely at the invita- 
tion of an infidel, who, because the wind 
blew fair, thought that no other requisite 
was wanting to a prosperous voyage, would 
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be downright madness; and accordingly 
they both resolved that nothing should 
make them stir. In vain, both mehmandar 
and captain said that the moat fortunate 
moment surely was that when the wind was 
fair; and that if they permitted it to shift, 
they might not be able to sail for many a 
week; nothing could avail, and they were 
about to walk away in despair, when, as the 
beet of all good luck would hare it, the 
ambassador sneezed twice. Every one 
having complimented bim^ he said, ' This 
is a good omen; if the stars were now 
but propitious, what , an excellent mo- 
ment for departure !' At that very instant 
Mobamed Beg also sneezed twice ! We 
were all in ecstasy. ' Praise be to God, 
and thanks to Allah!' came from every 
lip, and there was not a dissenting voice ; 
the omen was too strongly pronounced, 
that further objections should be made, and 
the ambassador immediately announced 
his readiness to proceed. 
We then without delay, putting our right 
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legs foremost on crossing the threshold 
of the house, proceeded in a body to the 
beach, where boats had been provided to 
take UB on board. There seemed to be 
considerable ceremony among the Franks 
on this occasion. The ambassador and I, 
tmd one of his slaves bearing his shoes, 
were placed in the largest boat with the 
mehmandar and the captain; whilst an- 
other conveyed the rest of the suite and the 
Circassian. The head of the stable, with 
his grooms and Btable-boys, were embarked 
on board the horse ship. 

We had reached the frigate all but about 
one maidan, when, wonderful to behold, at 
the sound of a shrill whistle, out jumped 
hundreds of what we took to be rope- 
dancers; for none but the celebrated 
Kheez-Ali of Shiraz, inimitable through- 
out Asia for his feats on the tight rope, 
could hare done what they did. They 
appeared to balance th^nselves in rows 
upon ropes scarcely perceptible to the eye, 
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ucending higher and higher in graduated 
lines, until on the rery tip-top of the mast 
stood, what we imagined to be either a gin 
or a dive, for nothing mortal Burely ever at- 
tempted such a feat. We had no sooner 
reached the deck whither we had all been 
whisked up (the blessed Ali beet knows 
how), dian instantly such dischai^s of 
cannon took place, that with excess of 
amazement our livers turned into water, 
aud our brains were dried up. 

' In the name of Allah !' exclaimed the 
elchi, ' what does this mean ? Is this hell ? 
or is it meant for heaven? What news 
are arrived V All this he vras exclaiming, 
whilst the captain, standing before him, 
made low bows, and seemed to claim his 
admiration. And it was only when the 
firing had ceased, and that our ears bad 
somewhat recovered the shocks they had 
received, that the mehmandar stepped np 
md said, this was done in honour of his 
ezcelleocy, and was the acknowledged 
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mode in England of treating persons of 
distinction. ' May your shadow never be 
less,' rejoined the ambaBsador. ' I am 
very sensible of the honour,' at the same 
time thrusting his fingers into his ears, 
' and I assure you that this mark of di- 
stinction will leare a lasting impression 
upon me. But what is the use of dis- 
chai^ing so many cannon, and wasting so 
much precious gunpowder? You have 
fired away more powder than our shah did 
in the celebrated siege of TQs, when, with 
three balls and one cannon, he discomfited 
a host of Yuzbegs, and kept the whole of 
their kingdom in fear of his power for ever 
after. But bow many cannon have you 
on board, in the name of the Prophet?' 
said he. The mehmandar answered, 
' Forty-four.' — ' Do you mean actually 
forty-four?' said his excellency, ' or do 
yon mention that number as indefinite, 
ngnifying a great many, as we say chehel 
minar, forty pillars, when we talk of the 
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ruins of Persepolis ; or the ckehel ten, or 
forty bodies, when we would describe the 
maay saints buried in the maasoleum near 
Shiraz?' 

' I mean actually forty-four,' said the 
mehmandar, appealing to the captain of 
the ship, who was standing near. ' But 
that is a mere trifle,' added he. ' Our king 
has many ships that carry three times this 
number, and at least fifty bearing the same 
number; and when all the guns which are 
carried about from one end of the world to 
the other v^ fnumerated, you must cease 
counting h^ hundreds, bat take to thou- 
sands.' 

' There is but one God V exclaimed the 
ambassador, putting his finger in his month 
at the same time, and deeply cogitating. 
' You see what I said before is true,' turning 
towards me and others of the suite who 
were gathered round him; ' I told you once 
before, that the English dig up their cannon 
all ready made io the mine, and this proves 
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it. Centariea, with all the blackemiths of 
Iran at work from momingtonigbt, would 
neyer make so many guns.' 

' Yes, yea,' was answered by ub. ' We 
believe it all,' said one. ' These Franks are 
deviU, not men,' said another. ' Wonderful 
things shall we have to say when we re- 
turn to Persia,' said a third. Then all at 
once, as if by magic, we saw immense sails 
loosened from places where the eye before 
saw nothing but wood and rope ; and ere a 
mollah could have counted his beads and 
said an hundred ' God forgive me's,' we 
began to move at a rapid rate through 
the water, and an universal commotion 
among the bouses, ships, trees, and moun- 
tains which surrounded us appeared to 
have taken place, and we were given to 
the mercy of the waves. 

' We are gone and doubly gone, now,' 
said the ambassador; ' we are in the hands 
of Allah!" 

' God he with us ! oh, Mahomed ! oh. 
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All/ exclaimed I. ' Ali send us all safe 
back,' groaned the master of the cere- 
moniea. 

' Jmeen! ataten!' echoed the remainder 
of the suite. 
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CHAPTER X. 

7%e novelty ofAip-board to Persians it deteribed. — 
Thty Uam the difference between lulronomy and 
tutrology. 

When we had exhausted our firet asto- 
nbhment OQ the deck, we descended into 
a room Kunamented with lookiug-glasses, 
and fitted up with variouB conveniencies 
suited to the habits and customs of Euro- 
peans. And here the question of the bed, 
which had before been unintelligible, was 
made clear toourunderstandings; for it was 
a sort of hammock, and resembled those 
used by the Armenians at Julfa, where one 
end of it is fastened to a beam, whilst the 
other is &xed to the wall, and thus swings 
backwards and forwards. The ambassador 
choee to sleep in one of these. I extended 
my mattress on the ground in an outer 
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room, and the serrants spread their car- 
pets between the guns, haogiitg up their 
mnsquetB, swords, and pistols upon pegs, 
as they were woat to do in caravanserais 
and poat-bouseB, when travelling on dry 
ground. 

We past the first night in a manner not 
to be described. To say that our heads 
went round, that our stomachs were thrown 
at variance with our hvers, and our livers 
were made to contend with our heart- 
strings, would only express half our mise- 
ries. The tossing to and fro, the extraordi- 
nary noises, the newness of the smells, the 
strange jai^n which struck our ears, in 
short, the novelty of the scene altogether, 
kept our astonished senses in one constant 
stretch, and caused us to make various 
original reflections. Mohamed Beg, the 
master of the ceremonies, who never failed 
to say his five prayers per day, be he 
where he might, having spread his carpet 
on the deck, was about making his adora- 
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tion on seven memberB * when the ship 
gave a toss ^bich threw him upon his 
nose. This set those of the Franks who 
were looking at a sight so new on board 
their ship a-laughing, and threw us all into 
a melancholy fit of musiog, bewailing our 
hard fate to be thus cast amongst people 
who mocked our religion, and who looked 
upon our Prophet and his followers in no 
better light than as swine in their sheds. 
However, a repetition of ' God is great!* 
and ' God is mercifiil!' made us recollect 
in whose hands we were, and that if it was 
oar lot to be polluted, destiny had all the 
blame. 

Awaking the first morning after our 
embarkation, a sight totally new present- 
ed itself. Life and the world seemed 
to have departed fiom us, and we now 
only saw the outsides of things. Where 

' AdoKtioii on seven memberB is a moile of 
ironhip common to MahomeUna ; the bands, feet, 
Imees, and forehead touching the ground at the 
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was Tehran ? Where the splendor of our 
shah ? his gilded palaces, his iron clad war- 
riors, and his brilliant courtiers ? Where 
was Ispahan ? Where the loAy Dems- 
wend? Where the plains of Sultanieh, 
andthewildsofMazanderan? The capital, 
and even the whole dominion of the Blood- 
drinker, bad passed from us, and here we 
were, a Bpeck in the ocean, seen only by 
the clouds, passing the shadows of lands 
painted at immeasurable distances from 
us, and in the hands of infidels, who were 
carrying us God knows whither ; with 
whom we could hold no converse ; who 
could neither tell us why they went one 
way instead of the other ; why they chose 
to make a path in the sea, when there was 
none ; and for what good re^on the ship 
went straight forwards, when there was 
nothing to hinder it going backwards. 
Who amongst us knew where England 
was ? Not a soul. All that we saw of sea 
and sky might be the country of the in- 
fidels, for aught we knew ; and that might 
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pethapa be out ultimate destination, for 
these objects seemed as likely to belong to 
them as to any one else. But what could 
be the use of such & country to any one, 
seeing that all its iohabiUuitG must be 
enclosed in boxes, like th^ one in which 
we were ; and that, running away from each 
other at their pleasure, no goyemment could 
exist, no shah could control them, no one 
could levy fines upon them? In short, the 
more we argued among ourselyes upon our 
situation, the more wo became perplexed ; 
nor did the explanations which we received 
from the mehmandar much clear up our 
difficulties, for he talked to us of things so 
foreign to our understandings, that we were 
for the present obliged to drop the anchor 
of our curiosity in the harbour of expecta- 
tion. 

As long aa we were near the land, we 
anderstood how sailors might track their 
way ; but when once fairly out of sight of 
^ery thing, save heaven and water, what 
was there to guide them ? However, we 
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began to acquire some intelligence on this 
head, for, upon the day when we first lost 
sight of land, we discovered that the ship 
was filled with astrolt^ers. At about noon 
many of those whom we had looked upon as 
mere idle young men, appeared on the deck 
with astrolabes in their hands, and fell to 
observing the sun. Even boys handled this 
instrument of wisdom ; and, according to 
the answer which they gave to our ques- 
tions, it seems that they were perfectly 
satisfied that we were going right, and that 
the heavens were propitious to our on- 
dertakiog. Mohamed Beg, not to appear 
deficient in knowledge, also produced bis 
astrolabe, but could not make any of the 
observationB which he was wont to do at 
Ispahan, when he studied under the cele- 
brated Mirza Cossim, because he declared 
that we had changed our stars, and that 
those he now saw were different from those 
of his own country. However, the science 
which the Franks possessed, we presumed, 
was different from ours ; and they endea- 
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voured to show us the difference hetween 
«8troDomy and astrology. Although we 
evidently drew our conclusions from the 
same sources, yet our objects were not the 
samej for the ambassador, not feeling well, 
and desirous to take medicine, sent to one 
of these star-^zersj through ibe meh- 
mandar, to inquire whether the heavenly 
bodies were propitious to such an event ^ 
and' he received for answer, that their 
tcience only extended to settling the lati- 
tude and longitude of the ship, and that 
they had not yet learned to decide what 
might be the best moment for medicating 
his excellency's inside. This gave a sort 
of superiority in our eyes to Mohamed 
Beg, who, in this instance, very valiantly 
decided, by some method of calculaUon 
peculiarly his own, that bleeding and purg- 
ing might at present be used with great 
safety. 

But still we could not overcome our 
astonishment at seeing astrology prac- 
tised by a parcel of beardless boys. What 
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itt our country was the avocation of ex- 
perienced men, who had passed theii lives 
in watching the stars, and settling proper 
hours for each action of the life of man, 
here was undertaken by mere children. I 
was assured that any one of the observers 
with the astrolabe could inforiu me within 
a mile of the exact spot we stood upon 
the earth ; and to prove that, it would only 
be necesaaiy to watch the time when we 
should see land, which it was expected to 
take place that very evening at sunset. As 
we bad now been at sea more than a week, 
we longed to ascertain whether countries 
besides Turkey and Persia did actually 
exist ; and therefore strained all our eyes, 
in company with the English astrologers, 
to discover the land. At length, just as 
the sua had taken its plunge into the fur- 
thermost comer of the deep, a streak was 
descried in the horizon, which every one 
affirmed was land, and I was called upon 
to acknowledge the accuracy of the astro- 
Ic^rs. Mohamed Beg, who, in his own 
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eatimation, looked upon himself quite as 
great a person as Abu Mizer *, the father 
of conversation himself, doubted, and as- 
sured those who would iisten to him, that 
his science was preferable to that of our 
navigators, inasmuch as he could guard 
againBt things unseen ; whereas the En- 
glish only foretold the appearance of things 
visible. And, on this occasion, I well re- 
collect that Mohamed Beg had a memora- 
ble argument with the mehmandar, who, 
endeavouring to make us comprehend the 
object of the observations made daily at 
noon, asserted that the earth upon which 
we stood went round the sun ; whereas it iaa 
well-known fact, approved by all the learned 
in Persia since the days of Jemsheed, that 
the sun has noother business than to revolve 
round us. I cannot well record all that 
was said on both sides, but this I remember, 

' Abu Mikzer, which, rendered in Arabic, meuis 
the father of conTersation, was a celebrated astro- 
nomer an<1 Bstro]<^;eT, kDown in Europe ae Albu- 
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that Mohamed Beg, being disturbed by the 
oewness of the mebmandar's obseirattoae, 
finished the discourse by saying, that if he 
were in Persia, on his own territory, he 
would soon find unanswerable Teasons why 
what he advanced was true. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

7%<ji arrive at Sfaita. — Are iruUgnant at the rt~ 
tiriciiotu of quarantine, and hold commtiitication 
with the English governor. 

The next morning we found ourselves 
close to the shores of an island called 
Malta, which the mehuiandar informed 
us had formerly belonged to a band of 
fighting dervishes, whose only business 
was to take unnatural oaths, and fight 
t^inst the children of the true faith. But 
it seems that their destinies were of no 
avail, when opposed to those of Mahomed 
the blessed, since they no longer exist, 
whereas Islam floorishes. One of their 
principal laws was, that they could not 
marry. Then how could they continue 
to exist ? "Tis evident their lawgiver was 
duller than the father of stupidity *. Had 

■ Jtba Jahel, the f&ther of atupidity, so the 
Ari^aRiis call the an. 
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they been allowed even half the number of 
wives which the Prophet allows his fol- 
lowers, perhaps they stOl might have flou- 
rished. 

The avidity with which we eyed the 
shore, as we sailed into the harbour, may 
be better conceived than described. We 
saw new men, new women, new buildings; 
we heard a new language, and new sounds. 
If all the caravans that traverse Persia 
and Arabia were collected together, the 
united din of their bells could not be greater 
than the eternal jingle of those which issued 
froo) numerous minarets that were seen to 
rise, in various odd and fantastic shapes, 
throughout the town. Ismael Beg, the 
nazir, well remarked, that it was evident, 
from this circumstance alone, we had got 
into a Christian country; for here they 
might ring their bells and wdcome, where- 
as no dog of them would presume so to 
do in our cities, without having dearly pur- 
chased the permission. And he added, such 
a quantity of bells as we sow heard ringing 
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would make a handsome revenue for any 
one of the shah's sons. 

Our first impulse, as soon as the ship 
was at anchor, was to endeavour to rush on 
shore ; but what was our surprise and indig- 
nation when we were informed that imme- 
diate access was not permitted ; that forty 
days at least must pass over our heads be- 
fore we could be pronounced clean ? As 
soon as we heard this, our rage knew no 
bounds, and we proceeded at once to the 
presence of the ambassador to vent it. 

' In the name of Allah,' said I, speaking 
for the rest, ' are we come all this way 
that we should be called unclean? We 
are Mussulmans. To this day we have 
heard of nothing unclean, except it be 
these d<^s of Christians. We can only be 
unclean from the pollution which we have 
acquired by living with them. In the 
name of the Prophet, we desire to return to 
Persia. If you are not permitted to land 
here, much less will they permit yon to 
land in England, which is their principal 
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couDtry, Upon which the foot of their 
throne tests.' 

' You do not apeak amiss, Hajji Baba,' 
said the ambassador to me in a quiet manner, 
unusual to himself. ' I also am in a state 
of amazement, but the business of the shah 
must be done ; to eat dirt in his semce is 
now to be our daily occupation, and eat it 
we must, and say, thanks be to Allah ! The 
mehmandar has endeavoured to make me 
comprehend the reason of this regulation. 
He says it is a precaution to guard against 
the plague ; and is not deviated from 
throughout the whole of the kingdoms of 
Frangistan, even in favour of kings ; that 
any one attempting to escape is shot like a 
wild beast ; and that this would be the cere- 
mony either of us would undergo should 
we resist. Such being the case, what is 
to be done but to sit down in patience ? 
These people have no belief in takdeer, 
predestination. They do not like to die, if 
they can avoid it ; and, to say the truth, I 
think they are right.' 
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' But we have no plague,' exclaimed 
Taki, the ferash. ' We are men of Iraji, 
where the plague never comes. Let them 
look upon the Turks, and welcome, as un- 
clean ; but we are Persians.' 

Mohamed Beg made some wise observe 
tions upon the unerring decrees of fote, 
and quoted the Koran with great effect; 
and at the same time he added, if it was 
not OUT destiny to set foot on shore at Malta, 
nothing more need be s^d, and we must 
be content to take events as they chose to 

This allayed our impatience, which was 
mach appeased when we found that we 
weie to proceed on our voyage on the fol- 
lowing day in a much larger ship, which 
was pointed out to us, and which indeed 
looked like a floating caatle. Our eyes were 
much struck at all we saw, and the power 
of the ship in which we now were sank in 
our estimation when in every creek and cor- 
ner we discovered cannons upon cannons. 
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in such vast numbers, that if we were to 
give a true account of tbem in Persia no- 
body would believe us. We now began 
to find for the first time, how it hap- 
pened that the English had got posses- 
sion of India, and resolved in onr minds 
that all the stories which we had heard 
about their being governed by old women 
must be nonsense. With such cannons 
and such ships to carry tbem about, who 
would not conquer the world? 

Our ship soon held much communi- 
cation with the shore, and we were in- 
formed that the ambassador's arrival had 
produced a strange commotion, which very 
soon proved itself by the quantities of 
boats which surrounded us. It was re-, 
ported, among other things, that the ship 
carrying the horses was loaded with the 
ambassador's wives, and consequently at- 
tracted as much of the public attention as 
ours. The Circassian slave in the mean- 
time bad not stirred from the comer in 
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which she had beeu placed from the mo 
ment of our getting on board ; and bo little 
did Bhe know of what was doing, thatlong 
after our airival at Malta she inquired 
' What maythe news be?' 

Before we were transferred from the 
small ship into the larger one, the ambas- 
sador received a visit from the governor 
of the city, who, as he came alongside, 
pointed to a yellow flag floating on the 
top of our mast as an excuse for not comii^ 
on board, and which we found was tiie 
signal of uncleanness. Through the in- 
terpretatioQ of the mehmandar he apolo- 
gized for not having been able to receive 
the ambassador on shwe, to treat him 
in a manner suitable to his rank ; but he 
again insured us that regulations con- 
cerning quarantine were so strict that even 
an angel would not he admitted as piu% 
if coming from Turkey. He then stated 
that he had received recent intelligence 
from his government, "who had apprised 
him of the possibibty of the ambassador 
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touching at Malta on his way to England, 
and he had been enjoined to do every thing 
in his power to forward his voyage, since 
the whole country of England, from the 
king to the peasant, were anxious to see 
him and do him honour. He then finished 
his speech by making many special in- 
quiries concerning the health of the shah 
and the political state of Persia. 

Upon this, Mirza Fironz, thinking it 
neceEsary to return so flattering a speech, 
and also to place the prosperity of his 
country in the best possible light, assured 
the governor that when last we had heard 
from the shah he was enjoying the greatest 
sanity of brain, and was even rejoicing in 
his palace at Sultaoieh at the arrival of 
twenty mule-loads of rebels' heads, which 
had just been sent him from the disaffected 
'provinces of Khoraasao and Mazanderan, 
which had been perfectly devastated by his 
victorious troops; thanks to the efforts of 
bis majesty's twenty-fiflh son. He hoped 
that this news would gladden the go- 
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vemor's heart, and spread universal satis- 
faction throughout England when known 
there. 

The governor said that this was unheard- 
. of prosperity, and, as well as we could un- 
derstand our interpreter, made suitable 
compliments on the occasion. He then 
thought it necessary to give us some in- 
telligence in return, which, whatever he 
might think of it, did not sound to our 
ears by any means favonrable. From 
what we could gather, a civil war was 
raging in England, for in great exulta- 
tion he assured us that the viziers of the 
shah of England, who, as in Turkey, it 
seems command bis armies, had gained a 
signal victory over a rebel people called 
' Opposition.' 

The mehmandar entered into long ex- 
planations upon this subject, which we 
could in no wise understand; and how- 
ever he and the governor might seem to 
look upon their king's govenunent as more 
firmly fixed by this event, still we doubted 
VOL. I. o 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



123 THE ADTKNTURZB OF [CHAf . XI. 

whether there wrs wisdom in proceeding 
on an embassy to a country foil of intenul 
broils, and which, as experience had taught 
U8 in Persia, could never be completely 
settled until one sheh remained its undis- 
puted master. It was evident that the 
rebels were still strong, since, by the go- 
vernor's own account, although daily de- 
feated, yet they werenotdispereed. ' AhV 
said Mohamed Beg, ' the Franks may talk 
of their mam^ement in matters of govern- 
ment; but here is evidently a great want 
of some Eastern, wisdom ; a little of the 
tutiai dowlet, or state collyrium*, is ne- 
cessary for them, and, by the blessing of 
Allah, you,' turning towards MirzaFirouz, 
* you are the man to teach them how to 
apply it.' 

* CollyriuiH, the powdts of antimony, ie con- 
■ttntly tpplied hj Smunt people to strengthen the 
eyeaight, and, u a retnedy for nitimal aflkin, 
la frequently aarcaaticall; recommended to thOK 
whose conduct is c^en to reproach. 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



CHAP. XI.] HAJJI BABA. 123 

At this the ambassador looked pleased, 
and hearing us all exclaim Barikallak, 
be curled up bis whiskers and said, ' that 
the outset of our voyage, 'tis true, bad 
been disastrous, for so we uiust think 
when a true believer is counted unclean 
by an infidel; but we had now proceeded 
too ^ to think of returning; and although 
liiingB had looked ill, yet he hoped that 
an wouM prove fevourable at last.' Thei*- 
fore, as soon as the govenior had taken 
his leave, we permitted onrsehes to be 
conducted to our new ship. We parted 
with regret from our ft'iends on board the 
smaller vessel, who appeared very anxious 
to have proceeded with us to England ; but 
when we had been safely placed upon tbe 
deck of the lai^ ship, we felt nothing but 
delight and amazement. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Htyji Baia detcribei a large Engliih ihip. — Of 

the individuals whom he meets on board, and hii 
dj^caltiet at adojding Etiropean manneri. 

The ambassador was received with great 
ceremony on board by the captain, an old 
man, who, as we conceived, out of compU- 
ment to us, had sprinkled his head with a 
white dust, so nicely applied that it did 
not shake from him. What other motive 
could he have had for so doing, excepting 
to evince hia humility? He stood with 
his hat off, evidently to exhibit his dust, 
making many fine speeches; and then, to 
show that he did not restrict himself to 
words only, ordered an immense discharge 
of his cannon. He then paraded us about 
the ship, where we found every thing that 
the heart of man could desire, excepting 
horses and a green field to gallop orer. 
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We here saw nearly three times more guns 
than in the last ship, and enough men to 
form the population of one of our towns. 
Women were there besides, but not in 
great numbers; indeed so few, we were 
told, that the arrangements preserved in 
our harems might here he rerersed, and, 
if properly distributed, fifty men at least 
would become the slaves and form the 
household of one woman. As great plenty 
reigned within board aa if we had the 
bazar of Ispahan at hand to supply us. 
We bad frnita of all descriptions, as much 
milk and butter as if the tents of the lUots 
were pitched close at hand ; and of wine 
and meat there was a store. 

Altogether, the scene that we here wit- 
nessed was one which struck ua with more 
astonishment tbah any thing we had yet 
seen out of our own country. ' Ah,' said 
we, ' if the shah had bat one such ship 
in the Caspian, he would bum the fa- 
thers of the Russians 1' ' Inshallah ! please 
God,' was repeated all round, and we lived 
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in the hope that out ambassador onee 
established in England, it would ncA be 
difficult to learn how to build ships; seeing 
that the Turks, a nation aeknowledged by 
all mankind to be the asses of the human 
race, made them, and recollecting that the 
Persians were endowed with more inge- 
nuity and ability than all the rest of the 
world t<^ether. 

The captain then brought his Tiaibs, 
or lieutenants and o£Bcere, introducing 
them to the ambassador, and among the 
number he specially presented a doctw, 
who was enjoined to take care of oar 
beahh. He moreover led a Frank priest 
before us, who was the only living sign we 
had yet seen of religion amongst infidels, 
for never had we seen one of them even 
stand still and pray. 

The priest was distinguished from the 
others by wearing black clothes. His 
chin and lip was just as closely shaved as 
the rest, and he drank wiue without scru- 
ple. Thedoctor,too,hadnodiatinguiBhing 
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maiks of wiadom about him; but it was 
evident that he was a man of science, 
for upon feeling my pulse and looking 
at my tongue, he asked me if I did not 
feel an ache precisely on a spot on my 
head which he touched; whether my eyes 
did not burn, and if my appetite was not 
gone ; discoveries which Mirza Akhmak 
would not have made in a moon — ^no, not 
with all the talismans and astrologers of 
Persia to assist him. 

Having got acquainted with this com- 
pany, we descended into the apartments 
below, which were much more spacious 
and numerous than those of the small ship 
we had left ; and here we found three indi- 
viduals, two men and one woman, evi- 
dently of ft higher class than those who 
form the equipage of ships, and they were 
presented to the ambassador in their turn. 
The lady, for she was doubtless a khanum, 
was surprisingly beautiful, of a style of 
beauty totally different from that of our 
country-women, being fair as a young 
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moon, with hair like the gold wire that 
forms the head-dress of a bride in Persia. 
She did DOt attempt to hide her face when 
we and the other men entered, nor was 
there any veil at hand for her to do so had 
she wished it; but she addressed the am- 
bassador without embarrassment or coy- 
ness, and at once, as it was easy to per- 
ceire, enslaved his heart for ever. Through 
the interpretation of the mebmandar she 
inquired after the Circassian, and offered 
her good offices to make her stay on board 
agreeable; but the ambassador assured her 
that she was nothing but a slave, and that 
if she could only get a comer to sit in, 
unseen by any one, she required no greater 
happiness. 

One of the men was a son of the road, 
as the wandering Arabs say, a traveller. ' 
He was evidently a person of experience, 
for his hair was white, which he might 
have kept from the gaze of the world bad 
he always worn a turban or head-dress, 
according to oui £astem fashion. The 
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account which he gave of biaiBelf was to 
UB iacomprehenaible ; for it seems he was 
tiaTelUng about the world at hia own ex- 
pense for a Frank king, to collect bii-ds, 
beasts, and fishes, which as fast as he 
caiight he stofied. The moment he per- 
ceived us he eyed us from head to foot, as 
if be were inspecting horses or camels; and 
his curiosity was afterwards explained by 
the knowledge we acquired of his pur- 
suits ; — ^it was evident that, looking upon 
us as foreign animals, he longed to kill and 
to stuff uB. The other was what the in- 
terpreter called a tkahzadek, or prince, a 
native of a lai^ island near which we 
sailed, called Sicilia. His principality, it 
seems, consisted in a cargo of merchandize 
which he was carrying to England for sale, 
and his history put me in mind of what 
many of our Persian princes are hkely to 
be at the death of our shah, namely, wan- 
derers and adventurers over the face of 
the globe. He had little to denote high 
birth in his person, for he was, even among 
g5 
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the Franks, a man of dark and Binister 
aspect, adopting a mode of disptwing hu 
hands in an odd and unaeemly manner 
io his lower dress, which might be royal 
for aught we knew, but certainly neither 
graceful nor decent. He had a vizier in 
his suite, whom he hired perhaps to keep 
up his drooping spirits, who for the want 
of more serious employment played fr<Mn 
morning to night upon a sort of guitar. 

In this company we proceeded on our 
voyage. The ship was so la^e that it 
appeared to be divided into several mahah, 
or parishes, and we were consequently not 
thrown so much together as in the vessel 
which had brought us from Smima. I 
scarcely ever associated with the aml»8- 
sador, except at meals {tot he permitted 
me to eat and to be seated before him), 
or when he walked upon the deck; there- 
fore I cannot keep any particular r^;i8- 
ter of his actions ; but I, anxious to put 
into practice the shah's instructions, im- 
mediately b^an to study the English 
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language, apd to tbat effect made as many 
inends among the infidels as I could, In 
order to learn from them the names of 
erery thing I saw. I found no one 
backward in giving me information, and 
«e long I began to make myself under- 
stood. The ambassador also was much 
helped in his study of it by every body 
on hoard; and one of the lieutenants, in 
particular, with whom he had fonned an 
intimacy, made out a vocabulary of the 
most necessary words for his use ; and thus 
our time was well taken up. Besides, 
he received much of his instruction from 
the moon-faced lady. She, wonderful to 
■ay, was as learned as any scribe, for she 
could read, and, what is more extraordinary, 
understood what she read*. She also wrote 
after the fashion of Europe ; but whether 
she excelled in that accomplishment we 
could not su fficiently j udge, for being critics 
in our mode of penmanship only, we could 

* The Persians make a distiaction between those 
who read and understand, and tbOK who read and 
do not understand. 
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not yet decide upon what might be good 
writing among the Franks. It was indeed 
a rare and curious sight to see this iair 
creature doing all the offices of a moltah, 
superintending the ambassador's fingers 
as he attempted to write, and making him 
read the ugly and crabbed letters common 
to the books of Europe. For my part, I 
never got over the habit of reading fix>m 
right to left; for so perversely awkward 
are the Europeans that every one of their 
books are written from left to righl;; and 
the difficulty was daily renewed when I 
began to read, until I found it necessary 
to stick a pin iato my left hand sleeve, 
as a memorandam. Mohamed Beg, who 
pondered deeply upon this subject, after 
a due consideration of such contradictory 
habits, came to a concluBion that all people 
who ait upon the ground, such as Per- 
sians, Turks, and Arabs, must write from 
right to left; whereas all those who use 
tables, such as Europeans, must use the 
pen in the other direction. 
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I ehall reserve myself to extend the re- 
marks which my mind has already sng- 
gested on the different usages of European 
life, as opposed to ours, until I hare seen 
more of these extraordinary people ; but 
I cannot omit to mention, that one of 
the greatest difBculties we at first had to 
contend with was upon the score of eating. 
When it is remembered how simple are the 
manners of our board, where nothing is 
seen upon the cloth, save the food placed in 
various sized bowls and dishes, and spoons 
of different denominations for taking up the 
liquids, no one will be astonished when I 
say that we were quite puzzled at what we 
saw upon an English table. It absolutely 
bristled with instruments of offence. We 
saw knives, with long glittering blades 
of all sizes and descriptions, sufficient in 
number to have ornamented the girdles of 
the shah's fatfusehold, as well as a variety 
of iron* claws, looking like instruments 

* The Peman word for a fork is ckatigal, ti cUw. 
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of torture for putting out eyes, or running 
into crirainala' bodies. To theee were 
wlded pincers, trowels, scoops, spoons of 
«ll ahapes, and contrivances so numerous 
that it would take up a whole life to learn 
their use; and for what purpose? in««ly 
to transfer the food from the dish to one's 
mouth. It is to be imagined that we were 
very awkward when we first adapted this 
new mode of eating, we who had been 
accustomed from our childhood simply to 
take every thing up in our fingerB, and 
carry it with comfort and security to our 
mouths, without the dangerous interven- 
tion of sharp instruments. The ambas- 
sador, however, determined from the be- 
ginning to persevere; and so did I, in order 
not to have the daily mortifioation of being 
laughed at by the infidela, which they 
always seemed very ready to do whenever 
they discerned any thing in 'our habits of 
life that differed from theirs. Our first 
essays were rather disastrons, for my chief, 
ia wielding his knife, had nearly cut off 
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<»ie of his fingers; and I, foi^etting the 
claw which I held in my hand, eating for 
a moment as usual with my fingers, almost 
put out my eye by running the horrid in- 
strument into my face. Then there wetb 
ceremonies without end of whiidi we coold 
not comprehend the necessity. It is pro- 
per etiquette that the food in the large 
dishes should first make a deviation Irom 
the straight hne to one's mouth, by rest- 
ing on certain smaller plates before each 
guest. Thea it is not lawful to dnnk 
from the jug or bottle at once, but the 
liquor must first he poured into subsidiary 
glasses, whilst each sort of mess has its 
appropriate spoon. It is improper to eat 
butter with the spoon for soup, or to 
swallow the soup with a butter ladle. To 
take up a fowl whole in one's hand would 
be a mortal sin ; much more to offer a bit to 
wie's neighbour, which with us is reckoned 
BO high an honour. In short, to describe 
the novelties which came under our con- 
sideration at every moment would re- 
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qnire more patience than bo unworthy a 
servant of the Prophet bb I possees; there- 
fore I resolved to let my remarks on this 
subject remain for the present at the bottom 
of my memory, in order to bring them forth, 
Imkaliah, when late should t^ain restore 
us to our country and our homes. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The emhattg lemt Malta, pats QibraUar, and lee 
England. — Saxji Baba dticriba tome tcenei on 
board ship. 

The moming after our departure from 
tiie Island of Dervishes, upon awaking and 
looking from the deck, what was our sur- 
prise to find the sea covered with ships of 
all sizes and denominations as far as the 
eye could reach I They^ all seemed to bo 
going the same way, as if impelled by one 
mind, although we could discover no visible 
mark in the heavens by which they could 
direct their course. The difficulty was ex- 
plained when we found that the Franks 
had a keblek as well as ourselves; and 
that they were guided to it by means 
pf an instrument which, in some measure, 
answered the purposes ofourkebleh nemah, 
by which, with the blessing of Allah, every 
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true believer can find the straight road to 
Mecca. 

Upon seeing these ships we thought at 
first that this might be a part of England; 
and that the dominicm of the sea, of which 
the infidels in Persia used to boast as be- 
longing to them, might here be exemplified. 
But we were again mistaken ; for what was 
our surprise when we heard that they 
were laden with merchandize bound to 
England ; and that the great ship upon 
which we were embarked was intended to 
protect them on the voyage ! 

' But,' said the ambassador, when be 
heard this, ' in the name of Ali, is there a 
famine in your land, that all these ships 
are going there t or are the English such 
dolts that they can make nothing forthem- 
selves, and that other nations are obliged 
to supply them ? Why, if one ship arrives 
at Resht from Russia, or one at Abusheher 
from Hind, it is talked of througfaont tie 
land as an event ; and they bring us as ntucb 
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cloth, china, sugar, coffee, indigo, and 
other merchandize as will suffice for many 
months/ The mehmandar, instead of re- 
pining at the necessities ot his country, 
which required such help in ships end 
merchandize, seemed, on the contrary, to 
glory in it ; and endeavoured to persuade 
us that this was in fact the cause of its 
wealth and prosperi^. We became moie 
and more perplexed at all we saw, and oar 
impatience to arrive at the seat of these 
extraordinary people increased every day. 
In the meanwhile our time passed on in 
a maimer, when we came to think upon it, 
that must have been under the influence 
of something more than human. Here we 
were, day after day, week after week, living 
in the middle of a world of water, going 
God knows where, and existing upon the 
mere assertion of one or two men, who had 
no other proof to show us that we should 
again see human heings, aatUonce more 
enjoy the blessings of a life on earth, ex- 
cept a few figures, scratches, and marks on 
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large sheets of paper. By these they pre- 
teQded to explain that the world waa round ; 
that it was intersected hy certain lines, all 
of which are known and numhered ; and 
that, having passed a proper quantity of 
these, we should infallibly find ourselves 
one morning in England. What was now 
to be done, but to put our faith in what 
they said? Their doctrine was more curious 
and astonishing than any we had ever beard 
from our most profound mollahs ; and we 
determined that if their calculations proved 
correct, to publish it in our country, and 
pass for prophets and astrologers such 
as were never known since the days of 
Jemsheed. 

After sailing many days and nights land 
was perceived, and we came to anchor close 
to a large insulated rock, which the English 
call Gibraltar, but which the mehmandar 
assured us once belonged to the sons of 
Islam; and pointing out a long range of 
distant lands on the opposite coast, he told 
us that it was now inhabited by Mahome- 
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dans. Pressing him to teil ub more on this 
subject, he said that one Tarik ben Zeyad, 
a famous devourer of iron*, a general of 
one of our early caliphs, had t»ken this 
place from the in&dels of those days, and 
that it had been called Gibel Tarik, or 
Tarik'e Mount, after him. We curled up 
our whiskers, and girded up our loins, upon 
hearing this history; and forthwith en- 
deavoured to impress our friends on board 
with more extended ideas of the prowesa 
of Mussulmans. Again we sailed, but we 
were long getting through a narrow pass- 
age owing to adverse winds ; and recollect- 
ing the Bdbelmaadab-f of the sea leading 
to the Holy Mecca, we called this part of 
our voyage the entrance of the ' Gate of 
Tears.' 

• Jhunkhor, a common egression, denoting a 
bravo, a hero. 

t This word, vulgarly called Babelmandel, re- 
ceived its name of the Gate of Tears from the old 
Arabians, nho considered as dead all those who 
ventured to eucoonter the danger* of ila navigation. 
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Having passed il, we continued oar 
course for many days id a colder climate, 
when a circumstance took place which in- 
spired us with hopes that our T03rage was 
now drawing to a close. The traveller and 
beast-stufier, with whom we had become 
very intimate, was evidently distressed at 
the appearance of those unequivocal marks 
of age, namely, his white hairs. Upon 
comparing our beards with his head, he 
inquired by what contrivance, old and 
young, we managed to preserve such a 
fine glossy black on our hair; whilst, do all 
he could, he never could prevent his own be- 
coming white. He made us understand that 
the world in general, taking his white hair 
as a false data, supposed him to be aged 
beyond the truth, whilst he assured us that 
he was still in the vigour of youth; and 
ai^ed that if he could avert such injustice 
by using artificial means, he felt himself 
justified in bo doing. 

We assured him that in Persia we were 
equally sensible to the decays of ^;e, and 
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had an eqnal abhorrence of white hairs; 
and to that effect, from time immemorial, 
we had ased certain dyes, which brought 
to the same leyel the beards of old men and 
of the young. Some preferred the khenna 
by itself, which produced a fine red or 
nange tint; others, more fastidious, the 
indigo leaf only, and appeared with blue 
bearda; but the generahty used both these 
dyes combined, which gave the fine black 
gloss. We then asked the traveller which 
he intended to use, the red, the blue, or 
the black? 

He appeared to start with horror at the 
million of red, swearing that he would 
prefer his own white hairs to it ; but he 
expressed his wish to make use of the 
black dye, and this was done apparently 
unknown to the rest of his countrymen 
in readiness to appear with all the colours 
of youth on reaching his own shores. 

Hashem, the ambmsador's valet, accord- 
ingly promised to prepare the proper dyes, 
itndtorenovatetbisinfidel'shead. Butwhat 
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was our astonishment the day after, instead 
of seeing him appear under new colours, 
to observe his head plastered orer with 
grease, and thickly covered with the whiter 
dust common to Franks. We could remark 
that the khenna bad taken well, and that 
but for the white dust and grease his head 
would have appeared of a fiery red . When 
we asked Hashem why he had not pro- 
ceeded to finish with the indigo leaf, which 
would have made the whole black, we found 
that that drug had lost its quality by the 
damp of the sea; and that therefore the 
head of the bird-stuffer was doomed to 
remain a fixed red. 

It was evident he was much mortified 
by this diBaater, seeing that red hair is 
scouted aB infamous in his country, and 
he appeared particularly bo before the kha- 
num, in whose eyes he evidently wished to 
hold a high station. But luckily for him, 
and for us all, the land of England was 
soon after in sight, and in this new and in- 
teresting object were foi^tten the miseriea 
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of our fellow-traveller, and the ridicule of 
his crimfiDii locks. 

The infidels appeared to hail the first 
sight of their country with almost as much 
joy as we, and this confirmed us in the 
sappositton that chance and destiny had 
much more to do in our stumbling upon it, 
than all the observations, the lines, the 
angles, and the laige pieces of paper of 
their astrologers. It was plain that their 
observations (and that was a dLSCorery first 
made in great exultation by Mohamed B^) 
did not wholly depend upon their know- 
ledge of the heaveitly bodies j for upon 
throwing a piece of lead into the sea, by 
means of a long line, they foond that we 
were near the land, and having struck bot- 
tom, they knew by the sort of soil which 
attached itself to the lead that it must be- 
long to England. 

' It is. evident that much of what we had 
heard concerning the dark and dreary cli- 
mate of England was true ; for when its 
coast was first pointed out to us, instead 

VOL. 1. H 
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of the bngktand suoahiny monntains- to 
t^ich OUT eyes were aceuatomed ' in ow 
own country, we here discoTued tmly a 
low iiiM ^Eirting the hoiiioi^ envelaped 
by clonda and vapoor; aod this,.ne wKe 
Msnred, was the seat of the Fraakfi. The 
reason then (that which alwQ.ye appear'- 
ed to us 80 inexplicable) why this rest- 
lees people should leave their own homea, 
and encounter so numy dangers and dif- 
ficulties to seek us out. was at once ex* 
plained. We possessed a conmodity which 
they did not, and without which the lifo of 
man is little worth. We saw the aim, and 
enjoyed snnshine,- they were wise enough 
to knowthat this blsssing outweighed every 
other. It is true the mehmandar endea* 
vouied to explain it otherwise, by saying, 
that there existed among ihe nations of 
Europe interests of an extent and magm> 
tnde that we could imt understaad, wluch 
made it seoesaary for England, one of the 
principal of those nations, tn send her 
a into every quarter of the ^<die^ 
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however remote fmu her own imioediate 
sphere, to i^k» frieBdBhi|», and extend 
her oommoee. 

We, however, would ia no wise listen to 
thtse raaaons, nor allow that any intereata 
which the natioBs of the Franks naght 
haye amongvt tbemaelves could compete 
widi those which agitated our rast, iiuport- 
ant, and ancient numarcIiieB. ' Ab, for in- 
atance,' said theambasaadDr to him, ' if you 
talk of foreign relations, what will you com- 
pare to ooeof our cbappovs, oc predatory ex- 
eursioDs np<m a neighbouring rtate? The 
men and women slaves, the camels, the 
horBea,the mares, and the sheep, besides the 
mule-loads of heads, which we victoiiou^y 
seiae and bear away on such occaaious, 
a>e feats indeed, and are not to be brought 
into competitioa with the squabbles of a 
few beardless infidels, who write, and nq^o- 
tiate, and talk, and make many words for 
months, and sometimes fcff years, about 
the right of a thing, before they come to 
Idows. 

h2 
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' And if you talk of domestic cooceniB, 
what toe the petty interests of individualsi 
who work only for themBelves and tbeirowa 
enjoyments, to compare to the laboum and 
exOTtioBe'Ofa whole oationstntii&g to.ac- 
c«imilate luxuries and riches An; a great 
king, such as ours, who, instsad of tliank- 
ing us &r our trouble, esteems it a. great 
h<mour that he does us to accept of oui 
offeriijgB, and of the homage of our liyes 
ajid properties?' 

It w^ in rain that we argued; nothiitg 
would cfHivioee themehmandar that his 
cowntiyand his government were not the 
best.in the world ; and-he always finished 
by ^^ying, ' Wait till you see England ; 
you wiM then judge vith your own eyes ; 
and yf^n will then t^U me .which are the 
happi^M p«9pte, the Eoglisb or the Per-^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

"ney reofh Plymouth. — Their first Jmpmi&nu vjien 
teting an-BngUtk totent—Diffirtitee trtUwra an 
hotel and a 



At length our ship cast anchor; no one 
inquired or seemed to care if it was a for- 
tunate hour for bo doing, hut, without a 
moment's consideration, down went the 
anchor, and our destinies were fixed. But 
previous to this, eren before we ap- 
proached the shore, we hdd a conversa- 
tioQ with the inhabitants by means of cer- 
t^n flags hoisted on our masts, which 
the captain assured the embassador would 
in the coarse of a few hours announce to 
the king of England his arriTal, although 
the seat of government from the port was 
distant at least as far as Tehran is irom 
Ispahan. This contrivance we much ad- 
mired, although we little understood how 
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it could be put into practice, notwithstand- 
ing the assurances of Mohamed Beg, who 
argued that the English must have taken 
a hint from the Persians, for he hrou^t to 
our recollection that part of our ancient 
history which relates to the ddwnfal of 
the tyrant Zohak; that event haying been 
broaght about by fires 60 the tops of moun- 
tains, which were to be signals for a general 
rising of the ptiople, and of his death. Be 
that as it may, we aooil ftinnd flie behefit of 
the invention ; for instead of being obliged 
to remain on board for forty days, as we 
were threatened, ere two had elapa^ the 
answer to oor signals was peoeived, and 
fulf perfflisslon grant«id as to land, and to 
proceed to Hie foot of the 'Engtleh throne. 
This was a happy day for us indeed, and. 
Without even thinking of asking permissioti 
of oor astrologer, the aittbassedor at orice 
determined to leave the bhip. He (»^ered 
his suite tb prepare for the journey, to 
collect ihi baggage, and not to forget th^ 
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u4di«s>ibridl()S/-Bi^lioTseflC[uip[igts.; We 
utaed oori^veB; afid.with.piBtalB in.oqr 
babu^ Bwwds by our. «ides; aiid> eacb. a 
i^aar oca carabine on tnir shoulder, ire 
hsldly descended the ship's side, and got 
teto hoata {tf^Hued for ust We toofk 
i^^dtiomte leave of oar fiieDctti oo board; 
for althou^ their biuineaa was fighting, 
to give aad to receive blows, yet peace and 
gOod-wiH hod marked their conduct to- 
Wat^istu. The red-haired traveller slipped 
M shore under the ambaisador's protec- 
tioa, and, acwHapanied by the yonag in- 
tetfii>eter, who now had become our meh- 
AKUidftr, we at length pushed ihtm the ship, 
whilAt the air resoKukled with the cannon 
that was, fired to annoniLce that event. 

The Oiroaeeian, who had not stirred 
ftwn btt oomer since «he had first ctnoe 
oB .board, escorted by Mahboob and Seid, 
went.oQ skore in a separate boat after the 
ambasaadof'a departure. J^uring the abort 
titne we had passed among the £propeaiis 
there was one difference between them 
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and us which we lemftrked -and wosderacl 
at. Ting' WW thfl respect uid dtif«iwic« 
thoy paid to wcArnt. 'The goldeD-Jiai^ed 
kbanomwhofaadbMn <Htr'fallowhpasB«a- 
ger was idolized by them. She no Boooer 
appeared than «rery mm arose, and so (tee 
seemed tothinkofthems^retior'&bythiDg 
ebe UDtil she was seated in the most com- 
modious and agmeable manner. Did she 
go on the deck, latere was noChmg dosa 
either by Uie officsni or the mgn which 
had not her c<mTemeiice-ia vmw. "nie 
saane sort of attentioiis wOuid haT« takot 
phieb towards Silfeiib, had ^e ahowii 
herself like the khanum ; tad even in her 
seelutaon, no day passed but iBquries w«re 
made whether ahe ^d every thing she de- 
siredi'wbeAer her foed was to her hkipg, 
and whether any Aing elsecoald be doite 
to prtenote her happiness. These obsei^a- 
tioas w^e ctsifinaed by what iodk place 
daring the.shott.time we w^e on board 
previonsty to landing at Plymouth; fop no 
aooner' had the ship cast anchor, than 
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wwsen Of pnmclied io^bof^ and were' pe»^ 

oftbeiofwt beantHiil, '(Mirne, por tbe be«t 
bred, b«t«tiU ttuey w«n.tr«tled wkti proper 
dsoonim, 

-Saa^i mitlt, ' tbe mon fruit is for- 
bidden, tbe caoM-it IB coveted;' and sow^ 
ftmitd it to be the mse in t^ aeolusion 
of the Circuaian. Tb» nunneat dw ap- 
peared, ^i^MMigh impcaetmUy veiled, the 
wbx^-pcpnltition-of the Blkqiwasin readi- 
am to look all bes. _U is weli that the am- 
bAsutdK' did-nofewitBeas tbia.eeene, oi: ela^ 
aJl'faia Hiath 'irooid hbre tweo excited; 
he nha now tbBught.binufelf reftfcs«tit)D(( 
FOjn^^ ungfat perhaps haxv exacted the 
8WBO- bcmoare itmr^ds bie;slaTe as the 
AaiplbtQ' of the .Uni«ii)r8& doee lowacda his 
voaiBD. .wbeD:tJ«^ i«sne fiMtb in public *. 
%tI'CLtiQ0t)pa whether- such ^ oeinniony 
' " Before tb« ahah'a harM leave* die paliee a 

on puk 9f dwht - TbiflriB called 4i« wuroMt. 
. H 3 
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as di« c«un)ttft 'would have' beea oodep- 
stood by the ii^dftk, to whom loiAtog 
iip<»i a woMaaV nidced hat m as cooasn 
as looking ilpon &ny other ]hmk af per- 
mitted fleab. 

Our seasatioDa upon nmiog to the flhore 
were sueh as we Oobceiced the body of the 
true believer might ^1 whtQ seeking for his 
soqI finds it, and sits <^wn to all •temi^ 
near a river of milk in the seveath haavea. 
Aithongh every thing we saw, -w© were 
convinced, was itnpure, and dfefiled by the 
presence of mortab dooWed to etemil 
fires, still how did our hearts open wh«i 
we' gaced upon green fielda, fresh flowen, 
and running water ! Indeed pabjhes here 
and Uiere weft quite as ^sen as the 
green c^ Penia. The numeroos hoaaas 
attracted all our attention, all pointed nod 
omamested as if Aey had been prepared 
fw the reception of the shah. We landed 
junidst an immeoee crowd tjnitetus osrieva 
and as aniious to see ua aa the peo|^-of 
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Iran had b«en-to be6 the EnglUh embusBy 
when it came into Persia. Bat there a^f- 
pe&Kd to UB ft totftl want of police ; no 
fereskes «iU) sticks to keep the mob Kt a 
distance ; not a blow was stniok.. Dot a foot 
toifked dp. Had tbe English been laughed 
at for having ao boardi aa m^ch as we 
tr^e for baring them, there wonld have 
jbeen no end t» the sttipes inflicted ; but 
Bot a thing was d^ie eitb«- to control the 
kmkB m words of the infidek, and they 
laHf^hed aa mudi at their ease as if there 
was no retrHmtion at hand. 

Hie mdunandar had provided carriages 
to take ua to the cararanBerai ; a species of 
coaTeyauce completely new; for although 
we bad seen ths Turkish arabahs at Coa- 
■taiitlnople, yet th^ were nothing to com- 
pare to what we saw here. We were 
drivwi off at a rote that almost took away 
oar hreaidis ; and b^ote we could well as- 
ctftwn into what sort of a machine we had 
been in8erftd>.end hew it was that we were 
carried away with such amazing velocity, 
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we wflre landed at the dwtf. of ^ cwar 



When the mehmandar hatj^ talked to.uft 
of a cawvaaBOTw, we ooneetTed thait.we 
akonld me a buildii^ open to .every mau 
^vd beaat wtio might choose to walk ia, 
and .takepoBseaueaof whatever room oi 
at»h\t> that might be vacest, without 
\teiag vndet ajyy cA^i^ixm, esoept to the 
pious founder of it. . Bat what was om 
aKtoBidjiaent, when we alighted at the doot 
of<a >bouae, at the gate of whiph stood 
several deoomiaations of Fcaidut, without 
their hata, and two or three women ffn- 
veiled, aU ready to receive ue, and who, 
placing them^vea in a Hart of procession, 
pceceded the ambassador until they reached 
a room fitted up with kK^ing-^laBse«, 
and Bilnieunded hy- oaany contrivaocea too 
numeroas' now to (oeation. The meh- 
mandaf then t(dd na tliat tbiawas to-be 
ODT babitatiMi for the preaent, and added, 
that' whanevec we waafied any. Uiing, we 
bad only to puH'a striagpajdaQt &o#V the 
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would appeu, quicker than even A*giu 
did'folAhidlii. 

- ADtbisbewilderGdMiEaenseft. Uerew« 
nire ki a faouatf ivihi<^ no flhah of PeTsia, 
stiice' tfae <dByB'of NdnshiTvEUi, could have 
seen, ' not even in- & dream — fitted up with 
more tuxiines tiiEUH decked oar largest 
palaces-rwHk vAM&hb ^ixed w'tth. th* 
Rarest ^EtS6—witb carpets' of Boch little ao- 
cDunt; thbt ^every bne widked orer them in 
titeir nboeB— Tv^th walls beautifully painted- 
— ^with'cbafrs etio6gh to seat all the eldon 
ofTehrftn ; in short, with sudb incoDvenient 
abandanee, that it was long before we could 
be conTiuced t6.lo(^ upon itaa the abode 
of the stranger; 'Adieu,' said we, ' adieu, 
the Taunted -hoBpitality of the Buet, if this 
is the way thft stranger js reeewed by tiw 
European 4'' But ttbat vmb still mon extra- 
ordinary, we bad remained in this state of 
surprise »at a few minutes, when in caste 
a fait^fbced 'daughter of England, asking 
UH dirough the- meJtoattdax, whether w« 
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thouM like to ' B4e our he^B;' at Isut bo 
«w uaderHood hsr. We knew of no oUwr 
beds than thoBe which we ovKied •boot 
and Bpread on the floor, and tiMrcAve 
we bll willingly pressed fuwards to the 
light; and here vat wondsr was agaia 
recited. The shah's throne, on which he 
sitB to adHkiniater j usbice, and bo make tb« 
two extremiuea of the world tremble, was 
not »6re magnifioeat than the bed in- 
tended for the ambasBadtH'. It must hare 
beai constmcted upon tb« model ef tb« 
JatnoBs peaicoek throne of the Mt^^nls. 
Upon fiinr pillars of cniiously tnoughtwood 
WBS raised a canopy of mh stuffi, §tom 
wfaiith were suspended cnrtains aa an^ 
as.tiiosfl which sorem the great ball of 
T^ian. The seat was overlaid with the 
softest and most lusunant maltresses, and 
ImUowr to' recline npon were raised one 
abore the other in heaps. Here our mocn- 
bcfld conditetresB proposed that the am- 
basaador Aoiild pasa the night; and tha 
inTit!Btion,asmayfae ei^eotad^ WBBgr<«diljr 
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Bec«pted ; an event to wliich slwepfiund 
perfeotty accDBtom«d, mannHieli a< it wu 
tettled mthtrnt tin leut indicaticuk -df'ii 
tuile or a blusli on her parti ' Alhii! 
there ia but one Alhth i' esdaiitivd Mina 
Firouz; ' I am in a sQitti of amazemfeot. 
To eat dirt is one thing, bat to eat lit after 
this ftflhion ia anothor. If .[xdlation did 
not meet ns ill the fhcd at every Una, I 
should Bay that oar fortone is ont^ liw, 
and that onr star ia labboring luuid in oar 
•ervke. We have not 4nly tbe repoae of 
paiadiab made ready for «s, bnt aim tbt 
hoaris thereof awaiting our pleaanrA.' 

Of a sudden a great amation appesnd 
to be made in the caraTonserai, and the 
timbasBador vail infbmied Uiat theCih:a» 
aiau was arriTed. The infidels, stilltrflat- 
ing her with the tame attentionB'th&t'we 
had remarked on board ship, werei>Eingiag 
her Btrtught to Miiza Firooz, when tbey 
-mn pretettted by liie aagadly of Said 
and Habboob. Not one o£ them coukl 
^hderatand that she \rtm only 'a' skre; 
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tbenwbnauidat bnns^i'.-n^Hli/he teaobsd. 
EngJand, seeDbedtotake^wrtwitb his ova 
ccHivtrynum in. paying her .a inspect that 
was not. her due. ' Wlier«>BluUiwepattiie 
laAyT aaid he t»tii» ambassador. — ' Lady. 
iadeed!' said Mirza Firotu^; ' wbatwwds 
are these t You know betl«r than I tl^t 
she is Qo lady ; that Bbe is only a pocnslftre ; 
aajj, tbei«lbre, for th« loFe of Ali, do not 
aUow her to be treated as a lady. Give 
her a comer, and there let her sit.' 

The curiosity which she seemed to ex- 
cite among the English was beyond any 
thing we could hare conceived — it far ex- 
ceeded their curiosity to see us; foralthoogh 
nothing could be greater than the contrast 
between our hairy chins and their smooth 
faces, yet they seemed entirely to foi^et 
us in their desire to see her. They thronged 
the house from morning to night, watch- 
ing the windows of the room which she 
was said to inhabit. Not satisfied with 
looking, they made strange noises in their 
language, which none of us could under- 
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staiul;^«od, wlnt wfca more oxtfftordi&orf, 
there was a painty ready to draw her poiv 
trut'the mometit she Bhonld show herself. 
' If slaves are thas treated in this country,' 
said mt, ' what a happy lot must attend the 
wires I' Indeed) if to walk about without 
a eamioh, to leave their faces expoa^ to 
the gaze of me?, and to be allowed the ii«e 
use of their eyes and tongues, be happiness, 
the English wtonen possess it in a supreme 
degree. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



r U visited 6y t&e govetmor ofP^ 
■nowM.— 'fiir dint*, and goei to bed, hit atimat 

MiKZA FiKotTZ was mach mortified that 
no person, great or small, had been sent 
by the gorenmient to meet him at hia land- 
ing. No one had said the khoab amedeed, 
' you are -welcome,' to him, which a Persian 
says even to a Jew when he has passed 
hie threshold; much less had any one in- 
quired whether his brains were in good 
order, or whether his spirits were well 
wound up. The utakbal, that commonest 
of ceremonies, which is always performed in 
Persia towards a stranger, was here totally 
<»nitted; and when we recollected with 
what honours and attentions all English 
an^assadors had been received hy us, we 
unaaimoiisly exclaimed at the want of 
hospitality which marked our reception, 
aad regretted our ever having left oar own 
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country. We fell tooth and nail upon 
the mehmandar, uttering loud complaints 
againtt his govenuneM ; but he excused 
himself by saying, that the customs of Eng- 
land and Po^ia wn difi«nnt; and that 
b« hoped, if tre would have patience, we 
should soon find that what wa« omitted ui 
empty words and eomplimenta would be 
Ai% mode up in subBtantial comfoFt. 

Hdwet er, we had not long been instaHed 
in the caravanserai before the ambassadot 
was Waited upon by the governor of the 
(iity. He came tuuUlended by any suite. 
He bad no led hordes, no miutmg fbot> 
itaen before him, no pipe-beerfin, no ^oe- 
holders, no fenwbes to clear the road 
with sticks; but he Wulkecl in with his 
hat in his hand, and, witiiont in the least 
seeming to think where he was to sit; 
placed himself tn the first chair that ww 
at hand. The ambassador, who is aU 
eoortety and politeness, and who oitdei^ 
stands perfectly how high up ia tiie room 
every man ia entitled to^ was quite shocked 
at seeiikg the goremor in a place oi^ good 
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enough far a. ktdk/toda*, and after much en- 
treaty penuaded him to sit on the sofa next 
to him. Indeed, if the mehmandar had 
not told ne that this was the goTemor, we 
should have taken him for Httle beUer th»n 
Afakir: and although we were assured titat 
he was a commander of many ships, and a 
lion in the fight, yet he was so very small 
in person, and so very quiet inmanner, that 
it required all our ima^nation to conrkioe 
qarselreB of his ^vatness. He was matt~ 
over serenty yean dd. 

This being the first officer of consequeDce 
whom we had seen in England, tfaeiun1m»- 
sador thought it right, for our interests, to 
produce as favourable an impression as 
possible on bis mind, and accordingly pot 
into practice ail those attentions and well' 
set speeches of which he is so eminently 
the master. After he had inqmred three 
times over whether his health was good, 
bis brains right, and his spirits up, he 

• A' ilnmiMada is Oe prindpd officer of a pirilll, 
or a Tillage. 
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tucqed' ROtt^d. tome aa^tbe. nH^ttsvidar, 
ajid mid, .' Praiae be to God, the govenmr 
isa-fine youtb; there ib not bis squaliaihe 
fight; be w all accomplidited; he iaapefsoo, 
ID short, upon whom one's eyes like to IckA'. 
Wfi' are happy to have met with such an 
indnidual on our first landing ; it forebodes 
good luck; our fortunes are on the rise; the 
king of England, it is evident, is a prince 
of great wisdom, to have chosen such a 
man fc^r his representative. By being 
acquainted with audi Uke peraons the 
friradship of the two CQuntries will be 
caeoented, and the Persians and Ei^hsh 
will hence^rtb call each other brothers.' 
The mahmandar having, aa it appeared to 
us.-in six words iaterpretad- this, all' dial 
the amt^sasidor got in answer was, ' Oh !' 
How what he had to aay eonld have been ' 
th^pwn iaio so sh<Ht a woed, we hare still 
to learn. The ambassador waited for some 
time for aa answer to this speech, aad was 
cniiiug up his mustaches, and smoothing 
his l«fifu<d> in the hi^ies of ^n eqiuvalmt 
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return of eompUmeat, wh«n the gajerettt 
broke a long Bilenoe by remaikiqg that it 
wEuafine day ; not mtaning, as we sbonld 
hare said in Perua, that the sua sboo« 
because of the joyful ereat of the ambe»> 
aador'a arrival, but that it really was fine, 
and did not rain. We all lotted at each 
other, and as soon as he had token hi* 
leave, and when the mehmandar had also 

. left us, we gave fuU vent to our feelings. 
'Did you ever see such an aBB?'ezclaiiaed 
one. ' A governor indeed ! a Persiaa d(^ 
would make a better,' said another. ' Praise 
be to God,' seid a third, ' where are the 
Franks, and whore the Persians? A Per- 
sian camel-drivor would speak better than 
this infidel.' Then we all fell to praising 
the wit and the eloquence of our ambas- 

' sador, who indeed had excelled himself on 
tioM occasion, considering the poor subject 
before whom he had made his first display. 
We said, of a traih the shah has chosen a 
man who will make his face white in this 
foEca^ land ; and (me who will give tkx 
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infidels a proper specimen of Persia's su- 
periority Over every other. Our assuruicei 
io siHne measure soothed his displeaBure at 
the treatmient which he h&d hitherto re- 
c^red; and we c(»isoled ourselves by the 
reflection, that it would be as unfair to jndge 
(rf" the wh(fe of (he Persian pet^le by the 
Arab sheikh who governs Bushire, as H 
would be to judge of the English by the 
governor of Plymouth. 

The dinner at the eaiavaiuerai was served 
up very much in the same fashion as it had 
been on board our ship ; but our astonish* 
ment never ceased when we saw all the 
ulver and rich omamenta that were dis- 
played on our table. * Can this he a cara- 
vanserai,' said we, ' or is this a decepticm 
practised upon us? We are lucky if at a 
caravana^ai in Persia we find a poorwretch 
of a baqal at the gate, to sell ns a loaf and 
an onion ; but hereare the riches of a Hatem 
Tei,' The mebmandar assured us that it 
was a caravanserai, and notiiing but a cara- 
vanserai ; and at every town in ^glaod we 
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should find. Dot only one, but Bereral such 
88 this, and in many ioBtances much better, 
and more magnificent. However, there 
was one little secret which having bt- 
plained, he materially diminished our sa- 
tisfaction, and made u8 doubt after all 
whether our own ruined buildings were not 
better, and thatwas, that at the winding up, 
and when on the point of departure, a cer- 
tain little thing called a ' bill ' was brought, 
ia which every mouthful eaten, every candle 
expended, and every glass broken, were 
carefully registered ; and that the amount 
was instantly paid, without even an appeal 
to the cazi, or a general ciy of justice and 
no justice, or else the stranger's goods 
were seized, or perhaps his person put into 
prison. 

Our time passed on rather slowly and 
doll enough until the hour of bed. We 
amused ourselves principally in pulling 
the strings which hung near the fire-place, 
to try whether such a ceremony would ac- 
tually producethe appearance of the slaves. 
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or servants, of the caravanserai; and .sure 
eDOugh they came, and tired enough they 
seined to be; until at length our pulling 
had no ferthei efiect; and the charm w« 
supposed was broken by too frequent a re- 
petition of it. But .when we were fitirly 
tired. and sleepy, the round-faced maiden, 
whom we bad seen, in tlte morning, again 
made het appearance, with a lighted cat^ 
die in her hand, and invited the ambasea- 
dor to repose, to which he. willingly. as- 
sented. This waa the signal for a general 
departure, aod we each of us were then 
inserted into a well covered throne, as be- 
fore described . 

The night was passing on .very saocesa- 
fully, when I was ■ awoke by tha ambassa^ 
dor's voice somewhere in the house. I 
got up as well aal could in the <lark, and 
found him apparently in great distresa, 
walking about in dishabiUe, followed by 
the master and mistress of the caravanserai 
and all liieir servantt. The parties could 
not UMlerstand ea^ch other/ flu infidehi 
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were looking quite aghast, wondering what 
tbe ambassador could mean ; whilst he was 
venting his rage in a strange mixture of 
Persihn and English words. As soon as 
he perceived me, he exclaimed, ' I 'm dead, 
I 'm dead ; they have killed me I May their 
houses be bankrupt; may they all go to 
Jehanum!' Upon inquiry it was found 
that the people of the caravanserai, con- 
ceiving we must always he cold because 
we ciuue from a hot climate, had so heaped 
the ambassador's bed with coverings, that 
no sooner had he got in amongst them than 
he began to smother. He escaped as if 
from certain death, and taking refuge in 
the passage, by his noise and exclamations 
gathered around him all the Caravanserai. 
Having relieved his misery, we again re- 
tired to our beds; but our wonder never 
ceased when we saw how constantly and 
unconcernedly the inEdel females mixed 
with the males, and with what little con- 
cern the men saw their wives and daugbt^s 
lAiting upon ns, and performing all the 
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offices. whicb we can ontjnoommaadfwiAdii 
our. baremg. Oa this- occasion we tli»^ 
covered'that there could be no distinctioti 
betweeo men's and women's apartoisntB 
in an. English house, as there is in a Per« 
sian; for had that been the case, their in- 
habitants could not all hav& risen so mocb 
with one acccffd. The women- certainly did 
not look as attractive as during the day, for 
their facea were enfiircled with «i&oi\ bits 
of paper, which we took for taltsmana 
placed there either to guard their beauty, 
to keep off the evil eye, or to charm away 
wrinkles and whiskers. 

We were sadly off for our ablutions, for 
water was to be found in every place except 
where we wanted it. In a small room into 
which we were shown, it was made to rush 
in and disappear as if by magic, in a much 
more extraordinary manner than through 
the pipes of our fountains. This attracted 
the notice of the \6\ejelowdars and stable- 
boys; and when they wanted something to 
amuse them and pass away the time, they 
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found it in nmkiDg the waters play io this 
place.tothe great annoyance of the Fnuiks. 
If coDtriviuicea so ingenious as this existed 
in Persia, instead of being confined to a 
small dark chamber, they would be placed 
before the shah in broad daylight, and the 
contriver clothed with a dress, of honour. 
To say the truth, we frequently determined 
in our discussions with each other, that the 
English rendered complicated that which 
was intended by nature to be very simple. 
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, CHAPTER XVI. 

7%e amiatiador firocteds on hit journey.'-XottUg 
of stage coacha to Persians. — Sqijt Bata's rc^ 
marks upon Eti^M travelling. 

The mehmandar now informed. us that 
we were to make preparatione for our 
journey to the capital. Our chief was 
somewhat startled at this, for he expected 
that some I^Vank of consequence would 
have been s^it from the foot of the throne 
to conduct him to London ; and that, wait' 
ing his arrival, he might have had .time to 
enjoy the sweets of repose after his long 
voyage. He also expected that an atrsnge- 
ment, similar to that made in our own couqt 
try on the passage of an ambassador, or a 
stranger of consequence, would havebeen 
made here, whereby we ahould be much 
advant^ed; for well did we recollect 
how the last English embassy, oa its jour- 
ney through Persia, had enriched thenu- 
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selves by the provisions collected from the 
towns and villages through which it passed. 
We also recollected how many of the faith- 
ful had been made to suffer outof compli- 
vKnt'totbe infidels ; a^ we contemplated 
the 'enjoyrtrtnit of retaliating on the feet of 
the English farmers sbme of the bastinadoes 
v^ich b^ bee& iotSicted cm the Persian 
rayats. But all oar dreams vanished whsn 
tbse ittehmaodar told us, that on the next 
day, Bh(»tiy after moming prayef, a cowh 
wBs to conduct us to die foot of the 
thrms. He warned us to be ready at a 
particular hour; for he assured us, that 
which we oould t<»rcely believe, that such 
was tiie despotic nature of the men wfao 
drove these coaches, that they would not 
wait any man's pleasure, not even for their 
own shah, did he happen to require the 
delay of an honr or two. And the fact 
proved iiis words true, for on the following 
morning, when we had scarcely done comb- 
tog oar beards, and before we had settled 
the direction of the kebteh, preparatory to 
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our prayers, we were alarmed by the ap- 
pearance of the mehmaiidax,.who, is the 
greatest haste, ordered us to hurry to the 
coach, for not a moment was to he loat 
' But what IB the haste,' rejoined I, ' in the 
name of the blessed Hussein? Have we 
not all the day before us? The sun is iiot so 
hot here as in our country, requiring us to 
leave our resting-place so early!' — ' We 
have nothing to do with the heat of the 
sun,' answered the mehmandar ; ' time is 
not thrown away herej every minute is of 
consequence.' — ' But who throws away 
time?' exclaimed Mohamed Beg, still on 
his knees, and repeating his.' God forgive 
me,' between his lips. ' Is it throwing 
away time to say one's prayers? Our 
blessed Mahomed — ' ' Man!' exclaimed 
the mehmandar, ' what does the coachman 
care for your blessed Mahomed?' Of a 
sudden the sound of a horn was heard, like 
that used at our hot baths to call the wo- 
men to bathe, and this, we were informed, 
was the last stage of the coachman's impa- 
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tiieDee. Tbifr waa succfledad by tbe voice 
of tbe ambaastidor himself, who roared out, 
' Ah ye imeainted mm'. Ah ye children 
of buroed fathers! vhy do ye delay? Do 
ye not peic^veUiat the Franks are wait- 

:rag? Arm yoarselyes and be mounted.' 
Vpoa which, without saying a word more, 
we gifded our loins, put. on our swords, 
thrust our pistole into ovx waists, tied on 
otiT cartouche boxes, seized our long car- 
bines, and putting our proper leg ,for»noBt 
on crossing the. threshold, saying the bit- 
mU^, w»left the cara.vanserai, and sallied 
into the street. 

Our chief called tOiine, and said that I 
WHS to proceed with him; that Seid, Mah- 
booh, and the Circassian, were to do tbe 
same; hut enjoined me to see the others 
off without delay. The mehmandar, hav- 
ing insetted four into ^ inside of the 

I coach, was -profieeding to put in a. fifth, 

. when he .v»9» atopp^d by loud ctiesi ' In 

iire nama ctf All, hy tlie .soul of your 

EKtWv -tJ^o^,^ ito more room; we shall 
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die.' The more the mehmandar eatreeted, 
the more they showed resistance. They 
had seated themBelves most agreeaUy on 
their heels, after onr fashion, and eveiy 
comer was occupied. At lenigth, by main 
force, the mehmandar threw in a Frank 
who was to accompany them to London, 
shut the door upon them, hoisted Hassan, 
the cook, and Feridoon, the barho', on the 
top of all, and, before we conld say ' God 
be with yon.'tfaey set offlikean arrow shot 
out of a bow. I had never seen anything 
so. wonderful since I was bom. Hassan 
and Feridoon both, in the face of all man- 
kind, were each of them seated by an Oq- 
▼eiied. daughter of the Franks, who .little 
seemed to care for the actual touch of men 
acknowledging a different &ith to their 
own. 

The most extraordinary feature of the 
character of the English is, that they seem 
to look upon nothing as impure. They 
will touch a Jew as soon as one of their 
PWQ. tribe, and require no extraordinary 
16 
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ablntioQ after it. Bst nothing in &dt 
ought to BOiprim oa oo that head> whda 
we r^ect that the unclean beaat iS' cbe^ 
nshed and eaten by the kioga, lords, add 
commons of all the different nationa of 
Frangistan. 

The ambaAsador followed in an bonr 
after, accompanied by the mehmandar and 
layself in one carnage, and by the Circas^ 
sian and her two attendants fn another. I 
never enjoyed any thing eo much as this 
mode of eonveyence. In this the English 
certainly are superior to the Persiane; for 
although our takhteravan is very agreeable 
in its way, yet nothing can exceed the ease 
and convenience of the carriage. In the 
takhteravan, when the mules take to trot- 
ting, or when the one proceeds willingly 
and the other refuses to go except by beat^ 
ing, the sufferer in the cage between both 
undergoes strange motions ; but in tf»e car- 
ri^;e all is agreeable. It is bo easy a 
motion that cme might go through one's 
prayers- in it, smoke one's kalioun, or eat 
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wiUi the greet uufoDTeBienee of want of Wr 
By eeTtain puUeysglaww ai«drawn up ; but, 
not being aUe to put them downagaia, we 
werenearly stifled, until an tnfldel abowed 
us tfae secret of the contrivance. Iqu«8ti<H^ 
whether carriages would ever beoomeft^ 
general oaein Persia ; fbr, ailer oU, what isi 
there like the home i&c the conveyance o£ 
man ? It is the univetaal use of this ajumali 
that makes the Penian what he is, oaotelyt. 
aotire and enterprising ; whilst the Frank,, 
canned about in hie carriage, takw the place 
which onr womeii would occapy, and de- 
baaee his maoJaood seated on soft cuatuons, 
sbeiteced frun heat and cold, instead of 
bestoiding a hard saddle, exposed to and 
hcu^ened by the vicissitudes of weather. 

We travelled thjougb a country, the 
whole of which was hetter watered and 
kept than either the gardens of .the Takht. 
Kajar at Tehran, or the ei^t paiadiseQ.of, 
Ispahanu Cfot a stone was to be seen'on 
the road. We supposed th^ the gipi and 
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peris kept it clean; for, excepting when 
the shah makeB his entry into one of our 
citieB, when the people are turned out to 
heap up the highway at his approach, we 
had nerer seen any thing bo weil'prepared. 
We frequently asked each other whether 
this had been done by way of prepuation 
for the ambassador's arriral; but the meh- 
mandar assured us that it was the same all 
over England; and at length we believed it, 
particularly when we remarked that our 
pass!^ through the country created no 
greater sensation than if a string of camels 
were crossing the desert ; and that if peo- 
ple did look at us, instead of bowing the 
head to the earth, as we had been ordered 
to do to the Engli^ embassy in Persia, 
they only laughed and pointed the finger. 
We travelled all the first day, and rested 
at night in a caravanserai, superior to the 
one at Plymouth, What was our surprise 
to find that we had proceeded above thirty 
parftsangB ; a distance which, in ourcountry, 
would have taken us three or four-days to 
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perform! Here was neither loading nor 
unloading of moles, no sore backs of horses 
to complain of, no yakhdans, no pots and 
pans, no cookery to perform, no cook to 
carry; all seemed prepared at a moment's 
notice, as if the shah himself bad been ex- 
pected; as if the country had been laid 
under contribution months beforehand. 
We "were agreed, that had Ismael Beg 
Telai, the Golden Ismael as he is called, 
the shah's favourite, had he, provided with 
the rnost absolute firman that was ever 
issued, been sent in advance to Ispahan, 
the most abundant city in Persia, to accu- 
mulate provisions, and to prepare for the 
arrival of the king of kings, he never could 
have performed what we saw done with the 
most extraordinary ease, unexpected as we 
evidently were, in our passage through Eng- 
land. The moment our carriages appeared, 
as if they had had prophets and star-gazers 
amongst them to warn them of our arrival, 
every body was in motion to be of use to 
UB. They all appeared to know as well as 
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ourselves what we wanted, and everything 
wasdonewithoutourspeakingaword. Who 
has erer seen a caravan depart in Persia, or 
even a string of mules loaded, without a 
thousand uplifted voices being heard in 
universal wrangle ; 'jastice!' 'no justice!' 
being handed from mouth to mouth, as 
quick as blows falling on the Jelek? But 
here, as AH is my witness, not a word was 
apoken; the horses appeared to run of their 
own accord to the carriages, ready and 
anxious to he harnessed. The drivers 
were all dressed, whip in hand, and before 
I could have counted my heads we were 
on the road i^in. And when we reached- 
the caravanserai, inatead of witnessing, as 
we frequently do in Persia, a general battle 
between servants and masters, cooks and 
mule-drivers, where each one is to pass the 
night, some seizing upon one room, some 
upon another; here, on the contrary, the 
most astonishing order prevailed. Each 
new comer is paraded in procession to an 
apartment, which is aa much his own as if 
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he had resided in it twenty years, where be 
finds a fire provided for him, and where 
strings, ready for his pulHng, ring corre- 
sponding bells, and produce correspond- 
ing waiters; and where the more noise he 
makes, the more trouble he creates, the 
more the owners of the caravanserai appear 
to be pleased. When a dinner is ordered, 
it is wonderful to obserre what alacrity 
and stir are created throughout the house ; 
whilst we in Persia, after a long day's 
march, are happy to get our pillau with- 
out the previous necessity of beating our 
cook. But, at the same time, I must ob- 
serve, as sure as night succeeds the day, 
never did we touch a morsel— never did 
we go to the right or to the left — never 
did we leark the caravanserai, without that 
inevitable consequence of all things in 
England, to wit, a bill. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

7'hey reach Baik, and apprwKh tht cajataL—Hqjji 
Baha deacribei the Mouationi of the ambauador 

at an English reception. 

The next day we travelled as many pa- 
raaangs as the day before, with the same 
ease and comfort; paesing several large 
townB, and seeing sights so strange and 
novel, that it would require the pens of 
all the mirzas in the shah's gate to recoid 
them . We stopt at one cit^, in particular, 
to see what appears to be veiy uncom- 
mon among the Franl^, namely, a bath. 
The city itself is called Humtimm, or Bath ; 
and strange enough it appeared to oe, 
that so much consequence should be mftde 
of that which no Persian village is with- 
out; which exists in almost every street 
in our cities, and which is the neces- 
sary appertenance of every Persian gen- 
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tieman's hoiue. Bat the secret of the cod- 
sequence given to this place was, that the 
waters here, like .those of BrouBsa, near 
Stambotil, are medicmal; and we were 
highly anuised at the contrivances pat into 
practice to restore the sufferers to health. 
The ambaseador complained of a pain in 
his shoulder, and the Frank who showed 
uB the establishment drew out a brush 
made of the bristles of the uaclean beast, 
which he assured us would, if welt rubbed 
over the part, produce instuit relief. We 
recoiled from the si^ht of this instrument 
as if we bad seen a snake. The in> 
fidel then invited us to walk into a pool 
where many Franks, both men and wo- 
men, were taking their pleasure; hut we 
had had pollution enough for once hy the 
sight of the brush, and positively refused 
to accede to his entreaties. 

The sight of the baths' led to an ani- 
mated dispute with the niehmandar, upon 
the subject of cleanliness. We asserted 
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that the Persians were the cleanest people 
on earth, and the Franks necessarily the 
dirtiest, I said, ' You, Englieh, for in- 
stance, scarcely ever use a bath. Yon 
wash your hands and face, and then thint 
yourselves clean ; whereas tlie commonest 
man in Persia never passes a week, and the 
man of, any consequence scarcely a day, 
without washing their whole persons.' 

' That may he the case,' said the meh- 
mandar, ' hut the cleanliness exists only 
as long as you are in the water ; the mo- 
ment you are out of it you return to yonr 
shirts worn for weeks before ; to your trow- 
aers, which pass from father to son; and 
to your sheepskin cloaks, that go through 
whole generations. We change our linen 
daily; the poorest man is clean from head 
to foot once in the week at least.' 

' What is the use of his cleanliaesa in 
dress,' said I, ' when he defiles his inside 
by eating swine's flesh? By the blessed 
Mahomed! twenty years of double prayers. 
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when we return to Persia, will not purify 
us from die contaminations we are likely 
to catch daring our stay among you.' 

' Do not liirow away your words in pre-' 
mature talk,' stud he ; * you will eat swine's 
fledi, without scruple, believe me, before 
you have done with db.' 

He almost made me sick with the very 
thought of such abomination; and being 
once more installed in our carriages, we 
ctHitihued our road towards the ibot of the 
English throne. 

Upon arriving at our resting-place at 
night, the ambassador was met by tWo 
minas, ttom the gate of the English ahah, 
with carriages, and two royal chappert, 
or couriers, who were ordered to prepare 
every thing for his accommodation ; and 
accordingly they had spread a table with 
all sorts of meats, fruits, and sherbets, to 
which they invited ue to sit the moment 
the ambassador had alighted froin his car- 
riage. We saw that this dawn of attention 
froin the king of the country was pleasing 
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to the ambassador; and we antioipatM 
the Istakbal that woiild meet us the next 
mording; for we were informed that we 
were only ten paraeangB from the city, 
and that we should certainly enter it he- 
fore the nmeizins could call the nooq-day 
prayer. This put us all into good humour. 
The ambassador consulted with Seid what 
caba he should wear on the occasion, what 
shawl he should wind round his cap, and 
ordered his diamond-hilted dagger to be 
got in readinesB. 1 had remarked on many 
occasions that our dark faces and black 
eyes were not displeasing to the fair daugh- 
ters of England; and therefore I merdy 
put on a clean shirt, which I had also re- 
marked was a great passport to an English- 
man's approbation. I tightened my waist, 
whilst I expanded my shoulders to their 
fullest extent by putting on my broad- 
sleered tekmeh. We all took care to curl 
the zuifs behind our ears. Seid shaved 
the ambassador's head; I left mine un- 
shorn tiU we should meet Feridoon the 
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barber. The Circassian was veiled closer 
than ever; and although we had no astro* 
l(^r with US to ascertain a fortunate hour 
for entering the city, yet as the ambasBa- 
«lor had had a good omen the evening he- 
fore, we were satisfied that our good for- 
tune was on the ascent. 

We entered the carriages prepared for 
HE with considerable emotion, considering 
what an important event entering a city 
under our circumstances must always he, 
and fully prepared to do justice to the 
dignity of our shah by the manner in which 
it was the ambassador's intention to re- 
ceive the htakhal, which we made no 
doubt was preparing to receive him. The 
mirzas accompanied the ambassador in 
the same carriage, and we remarked to 
them in what a different manner Persians 
approach a city, on occasions of ceremony, 
to what appeared to be usual here. It 
was the custom amongst us, we assured 
them, to move very slow; much cere- 
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mooy, and many complimentary speeclies 
were made; we smoked on the road; our 
shatirs, or ranning foQtmen, preceded our 
horaea, and, on the entrance of an am- 
bassador, the stick vns abundantly ad- 
miniatered to the crowd, in order to call 
forth admiration ^t the vigilance of the 
police, and to show the king's authority. 
Sonietimes, when terror was to be struck, 
the city gates were ornamented by ample 
portions of human bodies, and heads were 
laid in heaps before the royal palace. But 
here we remarked that it was exactly the 
contrary. The infidels who were driving 
our carriages galloped their horses more 
like cavalry making a charge against an 
enemy, than like men conducting the re- 
presentative of the shadow of Allah upon 
earth. 

As we approached the city we remarked 
that, in many parts, the walls were painted 
in white characters, evidently after the 
manner of our country, and no doubt for 
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the Bame holy purposes. I copied sereral 
such inBcriptione, and hoarded them up 
with much care, to iatroduce them in my 
speech, when I should be able to express 
myself with sufficient ease iu English*. 

We were npwi told that we were only 
abont three parasangs from the foot of the 
throne; and in proportion as that distance 
diminished, the stir on the road increased. 
It appeared, from the immense number of 
people who were whirhng by in coaches, 
and coaTcyances of every description, that 
the population of the city must have been 
apprised of our approach; for well did I 
recollect, on the day that the last em- 
bassy from the shah of England reached 
Ispahan, when all its inhabitants were 
ordered out to meet it, that some o£ the 

■ The words ya alt! hou! kak! ya aSah! ue 
frequently painted on the walls of the Persian 
mosques, and even houses. What Hqji Baba re- 
marked here must evidently allude to the compe- 
Itlari in blackin);, and to the pertinacious Eady. 
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moBt-curiouft were.to be Men ai the head 
of the great mam even before the entntnoe 
oftbtiezzar-derek. or the thtHieand aeres. 
But at^-it was- extraordinary that uo prcH 
per notice was taken of us ; for if perchaoce 
we weiediscovercd in our rapid ceaea^ it 
wa# oii)y to point, or to laugh, or to hoot 
at us. We strained all Qur eyas.in the 
direction vfoa which we were proceeding, 
when, undw a thick yeUow v^tour, we 
saw what, was endent^. an immotee city; 
and. now the ambaseador began to look 
about him for the grand depu^tion. We 
perceived . no tfoc^, nor any horsen^ 
running to and ftp with: angiotta latks^ 
The two British mirzas.sf^tunnu^ed; bat 
the m^mandar,. who, .ftoia faavisg otea 
our country, guessed what was paevng in 
the ambassadiOr's mioc^ «ud that behopod 
we ehould now B09n cOBje to an end of 
our jourfi^y i and that theii the aBobasBMlor 
would bfi ©onvinoed oS l^,desi«,:irf,the 
English .;x*tion lfl,ii}^e,tii?#tfty hsppy.. .. 
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' Aod is it the cuBtotn of your country/ 
exdaimed Mirza Firouz, ' to smuggle an 
ambassador into the seat of your govern- 
ment, as if he were a bale of prohibited 
goods?' 

The principal mirza, through the meh- 
mandar, then assured the ambassador that 
it was not an English custom to send de- 
putstions on the road ; but that he would 
not fail to receive all the attentions due to 
his high rank, as soon as he had reached the 
house which had been prepared for him. 

' If such be your custom,' said our chief, 
' by the head of the shah, believe me, it is 
a bad custom. Go to Persia — learn man- 
ners there. The ceremony of latahbah is 
as old as Jemsheed. After all, there is 
some difference between the entry of an 
ambassador and that of an old woman, al- 
thoD^ they must be the same in your esti- 
mation, since the one seems to produce as 
little sensation as the other.' Then turn- 
ing to me, he said, ' Hajji, by my soul, if 

VOL. I. K 
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I hid known, vvben I leceived my dismissal 
from die shah's pnsence, that I was to 
trav^ all this way, to eDcounter the waves 
and storms of the sea, to live with mfid^, 
to be rubbed with a swine's brush, in short, 
to deronr more abomioaljon than ever fell 
to the lot of any one trae believer, I would 
rather have shaved my beard, and livtd in 
a comer all my life with ashes on my h«ad. 
Ah ! Mirza Sbeffi ! Mirza Sheffi !' exclaioled 
he ; ' you old ansainted vizier ! this is ail 
your doing. If I do not defile your grave, 
and that of the whole of your ancestry, be- 
fore I die, then my name is not Mirza 
Firoui.' 

The two English mirzas sat mute with 
astonishioent <at the volubility which all at 
once pOBsessed the ambassador's tongue. 
They mildly pointed to a beautiful garden, 
through- whioh we were driving, saying, 
' tbw is one of -our pubUc walks, and one 
of our places of amusement.' 

' Shut vp the windows,' roared Mirza 
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Firom; 'nobody shalt see me ao disgraced. 
I.whoamoniered tomaketbe sbidi'tlace 
white in thie foreign land — I, who am the 
first ambasBador'whom the shah has ever 
despatched hither, to be treated With as 
little ceremony as an ass-load of old rags 
woold be in Persia ! It is a disgrace not 
to be home.' 

We continued to whirl along with un- 
equalled rapidity, and, with the glasses up, 
we streamed tiom every pore. Nothing was 
to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and 
the m^mandar talked earnestly to each 
other. The mehmandar endeavoured all he 
could to explain away whatsomnch grieved 
the ambassador; but all conversation was 
at an end by the new sort of noise which the 
carri^e made upon entering the body of 
the city. We caught only rapid glimpses 
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too 
namerous to be described at this moment, 
and at length stopped at a door, situated 
between several other doors of exactly the 
k2 
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1 had known, W>eii I receired my dismissal 
from tjie sbah's presence, that I was to 
travd aJl this way, to encounter the vaveB 
and storms of the sea, to lire with infidels, 
to be rubbed with a swine's brush, in short, 
to devour more abomination than ever feU 
to the lot of any one true believer, I would 
rather have shaved my beard, and lived in 
a comer all my hfe with aahea on mj faaad. 
AH I Mirza Sheffi ! Mirza Sheffi !' exclaimed 
he; ' you old nnsainted vizier! this is all 
your doing. If I do not defile your grave, 
and that of the whole of your ancestry, be- 
fore I die, then my name is not Mirza 
Firoui.' 

The two English mirzas sat mute with 
astoniBhment et the volubility which all at 
once poBsessed the ambassador's tongue. 
They mildly pointed' to a beautiful garden, 
through' whioh we were driving, saying, 
' thtt is one of .oar public walks, and one 
of our places of amusement.' 

' Shut' up ihe windows,' roared Mirza 
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Firom ; ' nobody shall see me so disgraced. 
I, who am ordered to make the shidi's face 
white in this foreign land — I, who am the 
irat ambaasador whom the Bbah has ever 
denpatched hither, to be treated v#ith as 
little ceremony as aa ass-load of old rags 
wonld be in Persia I It is a disgrace not 
to be borne.' 

We continued to whirl along with un- 
equalled rapidity, and, with the glasses up, 
we streamed from every pore. Nothing was 
to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and 
the m^mandar talked earnestly to each 
other. The mebmandar endeavoured all he 
could to explain away whatso much grieved 
the ambassador; but all conversation was 
atanendby the new sort of noise which the 
carriE^e made upon entering the body of 
the city. We caught only rapid glimpses 
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too 
numerous to be described at this mt 
and at length stopped at a door, si 
between several other doors of exact 
k2 
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I hftdknDwn,.\dieii I received my dismisEai 
from the shah's presence, tha.t I wax to 
tmvel all thia way, to encounter the vares 
and stonns of the sea, to live with uifidels, 
to be rubbed with a swine's brush, in short, 
to deronr more abomination than ever fell 
to the lot of any one trae believer, I would 
rather have shaved my beard, and livad in 
a comer all my hfe with ^ ashes onmy bead. 
Ah ! Miraa Sheffi I Mirza Sfaeffi !' eldaimed 
he; ' you old onsainted vizier! this is all 
your doing. If I do not defile your grave, 
and that of the whole of yonr ancestry, be-- 
fore I die, then my name is not Mirza 
Fipouz.' 

The two English mirzas sat mute with 
astomshment af the volubility which all at 
once possessed the ambassador's tongue. 
They mildly pointed to a beautiful gaxdrai, 
through- which we were driving, saying, 
' tlH» is one of .oar pubUc walks, and one 
of our places of amusement.' 

' Shut' up 'the windows,' roared Mirza 
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Firom ; ' nobody shall see me ao disgraced. 
I, who am 'ordered to make the shah's face 
white in this foreign land — I, who am the 
first ambBSBador'wfaom the shah has ever 
denpatched hither, to be treated vfith as 
little ceremony as an ass-load of old rage 
would be in Persia ! It is a disgrace not 
to be borne.' 

We continued to whirl along with un- 
equalled rapidity, and, with the glaBses up, 
we streamed from every pore. Nothing was 
to be done but to sit quiet. The miraas and 
the m^mandar talked earnestly to each 
other. The mehmandar endeavoured all he 
could to esplaia away whatso much grieved 
the ambassador ; but all conversation was 
at aa end by the new sort of noise which the 
carriage made upon entering the body of 
the city. We caught only rapid glimpses 
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too 
numerous to be described at this moment, 
and at length stopped at a door, situated 
between several other doors of exactly the 
k2 
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I hsdknown.wlieii I receirftd my dismissal 
from tJie shah's piBsence, that I wu to 
travel all this way, to eocounter the wares 
and stoniiB of the aea, to lire with uifi<Ms, 
to he niMied with a swine's brush, in short, 
to devour ntove Abomination than ever fell 
to the lot of any one trae believer, I would 
rather have shaved my beard, and lived in 
a comer all my hfe with.aahea oninyh«Bd. 
Ah! MirzaSbeffi! MiraaSheffil' exclaimed 
he ; ' you old onsainted vivBi ! tiiis is all 
your doing. If I do not defile your grave, 
and that of the whole of yoar ancestry, be- 
fore I die, then my name is not Mirza 
FiroTii.' 

The two English mirzas sat mute wilJi 
ftstonishment et the volubility which all at 
once posgessed the ambassador's tongue. 
They mildly pointed to a beautiful garden, 
through' wfaioh we w«re driving, saying, 
' this is one of .our pubUc walks, and one 
of our places of amusement.' 

' Shot' up the windows,' roared Mirza 
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Firooz; 'nobody^allseemesodiBgraced. 
I, who am ordered to make the Bbah's face 
white in this foreigD land — I, who am the 
irat ambassador whom the shah has erer 
despatched hither, to be treated Mith as 
little ceremony ae an ass-load of old rags 
would be in Persia ! It is a disgrace not 
to be borne.' 

We continaed to whirl along with un- 
eqoalled rapidity, and, with the glasses up, 
we streamed Irom every pore- Nothing was 
to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and 
the mehmandar talked earnestly to each 
other. The mehmandar endeavoured all he 
could to explain away whatso much grieved 
the ambassador; but all converaatioa was 
at an end by the new sort of noise which the 
carriage made upon entering the body of 
the city. We caught only rapid glimpses 
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too 
Dumerous to be described at this moment, 
and at length stopped at a door, situated 
between several other doors of exactly the 
k2 
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same dimeDsions ; and there, to ourjoy and 
amazement, we beheld our countrymen, 
whom three days hefore we left at Ply- 
mouth, and whom, to say the truth, we ex- 
pected oever to see agaiiw 
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, CHAPTER XVIIl. 

Of the Pergiaiu m Landm. — 7%ey miitake a lord 
Jor a doctor. — Of the lunue in which they art 
iiutaUed. 

Th e ambassador got out of the carriage, 
with his temper all crooked, totally igno- 
rant whether in 80 doing the hour was for- 
tunate or unfortunate. Nobody appeared 
before him to say, ' you are welcome;' 
no one with a present in his hand to greet 
him ; not even a pomegranate was offered 
him ; and rushing up a rapid flight of stairs, 
faethrewhimselfindespairuponasofa. In 
vain was he invited to ^partake of a mag- 
nificent repast of sweetmeats, fmits, and 
ices, which had been prepared, and which 
the English mirzas and the mehmandar 
assured him had been provided at the ex- 
press orders of the government — nothing 
would console him — he swore his face was 
black, and black he swore it should r 
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The mehmandar then preBented him 
some food in a dish, and aaked whether he 
would not eat. 

' Eat.'' said the ambassadot; ' if all your 
receptions are like this, and if you think 
to wipe off the disgrace which my ehah 
has thiB day received by giving me to eat, 
you are much mistaken. Let me see some 
one to say ' welcome* on the part of your 
shah, and then, perhaps, I may eat. No 
salt will be lawful till Uien.' 

' But do you count the British mirzas 
for uothing?' said the mehmandar. 

' Mirzas, indeed !' exclaimed he in a fury; 
' did we send a writer of finnans, and a 
clipper of paper to your ambassadors? 
What words are these? Don't beat the 
air with more useless words! My face is 
black; your face is black; and your go- 
vernment's face will also be blackened 
(praise be to God!) throughout the world 
.when this fact ia known !' 

Seeing that nothing could be made of 
him in this humour, we left him to roll 
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<m the Bofa, whilst. Seid rubbed his feet, 
and Fetidoon, the barber, kneaded his back 
and louis, which produced relief more ef- 
fectual than either speeches from the mirzas 
or the mehmandar. 

I consoled ntyaelf for the nuaeries of the 
last hour by seeking the company of my 
countrymen. I found them settled near the 
entrance of the house, in a large room, sup- 
ported at one end by two pillars, surrounded 
with chairs, and encumbered by a large 
wooden case mounted on four legs. Here 
ihey had spread their carpets, arranged 
their saddles and trunks; bung up their 
carbines, swords, and pistols; and had 
made alt the arrangements usual in a cara- 
Tanserai. There was no end to the many 
strange things which we had to say to 
each other. They had trsvelted through 
the country in a style worthy of kings, 
for their carriage was provided with every 
convenience; horses ready, harnessed at 
frequent intervals were awaiting their ar- 
rival to carry them on with increased ra- 
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pi^ty; oad Uvey ibad'QOt ODCCbild>r^ 
cosraeto eithar sword or eorbiiuii mmA 
little ifiipedinwat had they ftiui«i< ^ 
true they 'wan fibl)^!«d; to ptvo^ mrbcther 
tfaey would or not; for the io«»nd>le 
driver would not give tbem-' time nenrto 
prepare « kaHotat; but tbay found, w 
much pleasure in boiog us it were tnaa- 
ters, whilst eveiy body ieemed slaving end 
toiling for their adv«ntage> ^ret, to hear 
them talk, they would ji»t have cared if 
the journey had nerer come toa cbse. 
On arriviii^ at the hotiie in London, they 
were at a loss, amidst the Taritd^y of rooms 
which it contained, where to deposit them- 
selves-; but knowing from expencnee hmr 
much more convenient and saTer.itt'ww 
to keep together, and to ^Mp wudcK leach 
other's protectitoi, they setded to irmnaiQ 
where ,E found them, rdthar ihiln to 
take separate beds and 'sep&rate rootbs at 
the top of the house.. Theyiwere "Hsited 
every morning by i good old infidel, 
a doctor, so they thought, who had been 
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rrtKtt the liiLtiguB >of dte joam^. . He-bsd 
generooaly feltUs pvitte, and bad s«nt his 
depaty to give the proper inedicirree. Wb 
wa« expressing our admir&tion of Frank 
dDotors', when, at this very moment; the 
aftid old man c&mft m, aeWHnpanied by tbe 
raefaurat^&r. We all ni^ed to have out 
pulseB feU, and our tonguee looked at, 
which is the Fntnk mode of ascertaining 
he^th, when the mehmandar, to our osto* 
QKhiiient, burst into a fit of laughter, 
• 'What news is this?' said he. * What 
do you do thuifor?' 

'He ia our doctor, praiee be to GodJ' 
said the cook; ' he has tMVtA thi pitin'in 
my heart.' 

' Doctor!' exclaimed the Frank; ' he is 
no doctors-he ia my nnd^!' 

' Well,' said I, ' and suppose he is? he 
may be a doctor, and your uncle too ; there 
is no harm in that, is there?' 

• But he 18 006 of the omraAs, alord, 
K5 ■- ■ 
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and a man of the sword ; he never made 
up a drug in his life.' 

' How should we know that?' said the 
cook ; ^ how are we to distinguish between 
your lords and your doctors?' 

This puzzled the mehmandar; for truly 
every body seemed to be on an equahty in 
this strange country. To judge of people 
by their dress here was impossible. Finery 
certainly was not the criterion; for if it 
were, then those who drove the coaches ' 
in the streets, and those who stood behind 
them, must be Uie nobility of the land, for 
they were the finest drest people we saw. 
We found, when we came to draw infer- 
ences from all that met our eye, that our 
difficulties increased; and therefore, until 
our senses should have become more ex- 
panded, we thought the best plan for the 
present was to seat ourselves upon the hill 
of patience, and open the eyes of astonish- 
ment upon the prospect of novelty. 

In the meanwhile, accompanied by the 
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mehmuidax, I'made a survey of.the house 
thKt had been allotted to ub by the English 
shah. It must have recently been taken 
by foice from some naitive khan; for we 
could scarcely suppose that any body 
would willingly, have sucrendered up^the 
imraenBe property, which we remarked 
that it contained) ta strangers. The old 
,ord high treasurer, who was obliged to 
give up his bouse to th^ last Frank em- 
bassy at Tehran, managed his matters 
better, for he took away all his magnificent 
carpets and nummuds, aU his silken door- 
curtains, all his China bowls and silver 
candlesticks, and substituted for them old 
worn-out articles, which answered the 
purpose just as well. But here there was 
no end to the magnificence displayed. 
Larger mirrors than any that had ever yet 
reached Persia were placed against the 
walls. Chandeliers equal to the shah's in 
his palace of Negaristan ; carpets, sofas, 
chfurs, beds, every necessary of life in 
use among Franks, were seen, of all sizes 
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wd.'.deaommatioiiB; thinga of nhicb-we 
,^o«ld. not discover the use, tod things 
of vrhif^, when, we wen tdkl the use, ap- 
.pmred useleia. For iostanoe, we fowod 
(^haiTB «f all:faBhionB : some to keep one's 
le^ H{> ; Bome to let them down ; eom« to 
ii»U with the right ana ; some with the left; 
others .to support the head. Now,thibtto uk, 
whohave only ode mode of sittiag, namely, 
upoa our heels, appeared an ezeeasof mad^ 
ness. Theti there was one set of tables to 
dine.upon.another set for wciting^, others 
again for washing and shariag. But where 
should I end were I to attempt de8<»ip' 
tion? The same difficulties existed about 
the rooms. The room in which the serrants 
hf^ established ^emaelves was one appro>- 
priated for eating. To eat any whef e elfi£ 
is improper — to 3l«ep there would be ea- 
crJlege — <ta make:a bath of it would oretite 
a rebellion. Then above this w^re sereral. 
large apartments, witJi, couches ptsujed ia 
varipps corDeFS,wb«etbeTCbqleofaSfnight 
have slept most conveniently ; but these we 
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wers iafonaed van tJie Fmuks^ ' detMM 
khoKeh, -ffhere the martere KceiTed-'ifaeir 
vigiton. Oati thing was tnoot-oefteiib; vTb^y 
Jure no and&von.no sftparBte afyartfiletitB 
f(w their wtliaen. Men and- wMsen all 
liT«-l<^etfaerv ama&'e room may. he next 
to a wetnan'fi, itnd no-difflcuhy tnadfrtbbout 
it. HotrthiiigsoouidgooDiaChifliBftnner 
it was B^l left to os to t^tscover ; and the 
ombasBftdorwas'&t BOme loss to knoit^ where 
tod^OBitthe Circassian, until we found a 
very good apaitoi«nt, sepftntte ' fh>tn the 
rest, where she might live iittseen/and un> 
able to ate; happy intheeojoym^ntofher 
own ciutsms. The uniTersal exposure of 
their faces to the ga2e of man bytbe in- 
fidel woBften, was still to us a matter of the 
greateat surprise. Occaeionally we re- 
marked women weaiiog a sort of apology 
ft* a veil, green, black, or white, but 
it was merely a screen Irom witid, dust, 
or sun ; but never was the impure eye of 
man ever taken into consideration. How- 
ever, as upon this subject, as well as upon 
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the relative situation of the sexes ia this 
infidel, swiae-eating country, I shall have 
much to relate and mach to expose, I will 
restrict myscir at present to say, that during 
the whole day, the day of out first arrival, 
we did QOtbing but inspect the cariosities 
of our residenee. Our constant pr<^eaB 
from the top to the bottom, in which there 
were more steps than would take a man to 
the highest minar in Ispahan, at length so 
fatigued us, that we concluded, in order to 
encounter such fatigue weoughtto abandon 
our high-heeled green slippers, shod with 
iron, which slipped off frequently in the 
descent, and adopt the flat-soled shoes of 
the Franks. Well did we recollect the 
conveniences of our own houses in Persia, 
when compared to the one we now inha- 
bited. There we scarcely ever had to 
mount a step; it was alt even ground. 
On the same surface was the harem, with 
its fifty rooms, and its intricate passages ; 
the vast dewan khaneh, with its open front 
ready to catch the smallest breeze that 
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blew ; the broad court, planted with trees, 
ornamented by flowers, and refreshed by 
splashing fonntaina. ■ Here, on the con- 
trary, every thing -was npside down. If 
we wanted to cook our meat, we descended 
to the bowels of the earth ; if it were ne- 
cessary to eat it, we went to its surface. 
If to sit and rest; we were perched midway; 
and if to sleep, we clambered into the cham- 
bers of the air. Mohamed Beg, the Loc- 
man of our party, who was conatanHy en- 
deaTOuring to acquire good reasonsforwhat 
we saw, was of opinion, l^at England being 
an island, itwas necessary to save ground; 
for if all her houses, as in Persia, were 
spread over the surface of her territory, she 
would form one vast city, and no room 
would be left for agriculture. But Persia 
being a country the limits of which were 
unknown, it signified little how much of 
her surface was covered by baildings; there 
would always be plenty to spare. And 
this remark, he ai^ned, was confirmed by 
the well known circumstance, that erery 



b, Google 



SOS. TBE ADVEimrBES OF [CBAP. XTIU. 

man in Persia thought it incnmbeDt apoo 
him to build a new house for himself, and 
leave the house of his father to fall into 
ruin; whereas in England the son came 
into possession of his fitther's hmue, and 
felt himself bound to keep it in repair ; as 
naturally as in Per»a the son becomes the 
owner of his father'* fvr coat, and the 
daughter o£ her mother's state trowsers. 
feeling tbemfteWes bound to cherish aad 
preserve them. 
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CHAPTER XtX. 

OfkBw$ktppait thijtrtt ttigit in LtndiM.'nBpglM ■■ 
noitet differ ent from Ftruaii' — ■4n Eaf^knxitr. 
vuiit the apibauador. ^ ^ 

Wcpassed'die&BtnightTerfill. Batfh 
of ua kad a bed, tlia citrtuns of which w«i« 
so pretty tbat we longed to cuttheib upftR- 
alcolokt*, or to bind them round our waist; 
but we were unaccustomed to their heavy 
coverings, and found, after we had been a 
short time under them, that our coat and 
trowsers became disagreeably oppressive. 
We all agreed that certaio-white pieces of 
loose linen, which accompanied each bed, 
would make excellent shirts; and Taki, the 
ferash, who had only one, determined im- 
mediately to improve his stock , The whole 
household was on the stir long before the 
Franks thought of moving ; but Mohamed 
Beg was much puzzled about the true hour 
■ Tbe nnder vest, usnaBy mide of flowered chiuti. 
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for saying bis morning prayer, for we 
heard no muezzins to ennounoe it from the 
moeques ; and berades, the nights were 
so much longer than any we had been ao- 
customed to, that we had almost settled 
amongst ourselves that the sun nevfer rose 
in this ill-conditioned city. Wehad walked 
about the house for several hours almost in 
total darkness, and were in despair waiting 
for the dawn, when at length we heard 
noises in the street, indicating that the in- 
habitants were awake. During the whole 
night at intervals we had watched the cries 
ofwhatwere evidently guards of the night, 
who, like the keshekckis on the walls of the 
Ark *, announce that all is right ; but those 
we now heard were quite different. At first 
we thought they might be oiuezzins ap- 
pointed to ciy out the Frangl azan, the in- 
vitation to the inhabitants to arise and pray ; 
and indeed, looking at them through the 
twiUght, we were confirmed in our idea, for 

* The king of Pema's palace ii so called. 
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they were dreBsed in black, as all the Gd- 
glish men ofOod are; but we were evi- 
dently mistakcD, becaaee, attfaoagh tfac^ 
uttered their cry is'a variety of load tbrill 
tones, yet still no one seemed to rise a mo- 
ment the sooner, er to have ihe least idea of 
praying on their account. ' And Mill we 
were uncertain, for when the day had Com- 
fdetely broken, Mohamed Beg came run- 
ning in in great j oy, exoleitiling, * MueXzm ! 
muezzin!' and pointing to the top of one 
of the minars which are seen on all the 
houses, we there saw one of these stteet 
cleigymen, crying out his profession of 
faith with all his might 

Aa the day advanced, strange noises, 
sach as we never hear in our cities, be- 
came audible. Among others we d^^n- 
gnished a bell, whose sound, similar to 
that sometimes heard from thi churches 
of the Armenians at Julfa end Etchmiaztn, 
made us again soppose tbat-this might be 
the true mode of calling the Franks to their 
devotions; but it appeared to be the sig- 
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oftl for a guiaal cleaniEig of houses and 
faouK doon. This operation was the bost- 
va» otymmea; and we imagined that it 
taiuit'haTe«oiiielhiiig to do with their re- 
igiODy for diey performed it as an act of 
pmince oa their kntes. And we found 
100! tHuiii oar own house was undergoing the 
sSrale deremony; for, to our aatanishraent, 
«» diaeoTBred that women, provided no 
doubt bjr the govenunent for our use, tiad 
sle^ KBder the same roof with ns, and wece 
doing that which is the business of our 
fonuha, or carpet^spreaders. 
■ The ambmaador having be^i re&eahed 
by tbef help c^ bis barber, arose in better 
bniHour, and amuwoced to ua that he had 
had a jdream,iwhi«h having been advam- 
tagspos^/iBteipfeted by Mobiuned B^, 
-his spirito wsr^wotnul up, and he devoured 
aK»miM-0'gii>£ Ke bad, seen Mirza: Sbeffi 
'Widi Ins feet in > the air, his baek oo' a 
carpet, and iom ferashes flourlshuag -their 
atiaks' D««r'fau%"whil&t the.Aaylum of the 
Universe' was'eathig a ^^/au of gold in- 
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Ueadofrice; and this ffa»ao ^ure-an ia<- 
dkmtioa of the ,Bp«edy tl«3lnieti(ui of< his 
oiemy, tbat be had oow nothmg left to 
wbhfor. His good humauTiWasiDcreaBed 
by the airiral of a Frank of coiwequeDoe, 
who was announced tb him as tbe eoeh- 
mandar appointed toi attend him, duiin^ 
hiff stay in England, by the En^ieh shab, 
and who talked onrkuigiiagewitliaoiniKA 
i«eility and purity, that erery thing Bsemed 
now to promise fair for making pttogKSG in 
tbe object of our miasioo. He not only 
spoke Persian, buthewT&teit with avmueh 
elegance as one of oar beat moota/a^; be 
had read all our beat antbM>8; hadHafix 
and Saadt at his fingers' ends; and, to eay 
tbe truth, we soon tbund ont tJiat tbe am- 
baaiador would have been happy litd' be 
not been quite so learned, since be was 
ev«ry now and tben obligad to chew theoud 
of shame, and swallow the latter draogbt 
of igocnrance. 

The mebmandar announoni to theaoa- 
baasador, that it was the intention of tbe 
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king of England's vizier fcnforeign affairs 
to call upon htm on that day; andthatthe 
vizier azem, or the prime minister, would 
risit him on the next. This surprised us 
exceedingly. ' What !' said we, ' is all the 
visiting to be settled without one single 
quanel ? These. Franks must have a poor 
idea of their own dignity, of what is due to 
their shah, if they concede at ouce that 
which generally forma one of the prineipal 
questions of our negotiations. When the 
last English embassy reached Tehran, a 
good month elapsed ere it wa^ settled who 
should take the first step from ofThisKum- 
mmd, the Ftaok or the Ir&si ; and it was 
<Mily after a laborioas compromise that they 
at last met at a third person's on neutral 
ground. Here viziers drop into our mouths 
without Qur scarcely giving ourselves the 
trouble to open them.' After all, we ooa-, 
eluded, we were .PerEttaos, and that was 
saying every thing. Who can deny a Per- 
sian's precedence? 
The vizier came at the appointed time. 
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He was attended by only two persons, who 
freely sat before him without asking his 
leave. ' What a difference,' Baid we, ' be- 
tween one of our shah's viziers and this 



• Bah! bah! bah!' said I, ' a vizier is 
somebody in our blessed Persia! See him, 
when he leaves the gate of his house, sur- 
rounded by A hundred servants and de- 
pendants; «ome watching the least turn 
of his head to catch a glimpse of bis eye; 
others running at the side of his stirrnp 
in officious haste to kiss his koee; others, 
a^n, claiming the protection of his skirt 
to present a petition. Then if a poor 
wretch happens to obstruct the road as ^e 
is about to pass, how lustily the ferashes 
beat him! how his camels are hustled 
away, or his mules, packs, and all, thrust ' 
into the kennel !' Hitherto we had seen 
nothing in the men of office in England 
which could make their places at all de- 
sirable; and what was our astonishmeHt 
when we were told that the individual 
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who now visited the ambaBsador was no 
less a personage than the vanquisher of 
the famous Tippoo Sultaun> the captor of 
the splendid city of Seringapatam ; one 
whose power had been greater than that 
of all the M(^ul chiefs put together; one 
who could make the sun rise by a twinkle 
of his eye, and annihilate the moon by a 
shake of his head. And here he was, 
with white dust on his head, seated on a 
chair instead of a throne, paying a first 
visit to one less than one of our shah's 
shoe-hearers, when he himself had had 
shahs and nawahs waiting to kiss the dust 
of his feet. ' Strange vicissitude!' ex- 
claimed Mohamed B^; ' this it is which 
Saadi meant, when he said, that the life of 
man is like the traveller in the mountains 
of K&f. If at the summit, he receives the 
rays of light before any other mortal; if 
halfway down, be is partly obscured; if at 
-the bottom of the valley, all the world look 
down upon him.' It was evident from 
the dignified expression of his eye, which 
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caused us ever after to call him the ' eye 
of the state'*, and from the easy flow of hia 
langut^, that he was not only a son of 
wordB-f-, but one who could rule kingdoms; 
one, in fact, who understood the difference 
between right and wrong, whether fae go- 
verned ChristianB or Hindoos. 

The ambassador expressed his desire to 
the English vizier to be immediately ad- 
mitted to the presence of the shah of Eng- 
land, in order to present the letter and 
the pteeents with which he was charged ; 
and notified to him that the king of kings 
had ordered him, upon pain of losing his 
head, to receive his audience in less than 
three days after his arrival. 

The vizier assured the ambassador that 
every thing should be done to meet his 
wishes, as far as was consistent with the 
customs of England ; but that as the king, 

■ A tide fVeqoentl; gjveii to ymen. 
t Eloquent. 
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his master, was only to be seen at stated 
times, he was fearful that some little delay 
roust arise before the audience could take 
place. 

Mirza Firouz seemed surprised at this, 
and explained, that the shah of Persia 
made himself daily visible to his subjects ; 
that before the noon-day prayer the selam 
took place, when his majesty being seated 
on his throne, the great officers of the 
court stood before him, as well as all others 
whose duty led them to seek the royal pre- 
sence ; and that an ambassador might have 
an audience on the very day of his arrival 
if he chose it, provided the stturs and the 
astrologers were propitious. 

The English vizier then said, he was 
afraid that he must apolc^e for the in- 
civility of the English stars, since they 
would necessarily oppose themselves to 
the ambassador's wishes on this occasion, 
and keep him longer from the presence of 
the king than was agreeable to him, but 
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that as soon as possible he should have his 
audience. 

This iatelligence threw dismay into the 
ambassador's heart; and as soon as the 
vizier had taken his leave, he broke out 
into the following exclamations: ' Wahi! 
waAt/ what misfortune has fallen upon my 
head ! If this is to be the case, my soul is 
at an end ; I shall be disgraced before men, 
and my wife and child will be sold to the 
Turcomans ! That old fiint-hearted Mirza 
Sheffi will then have got me into his pos- 
session; he will defile my father's grave, 
and prevail gainst my mother.' Then ad- 
dressing himself tons, he continued: 'Ay, 
Batchah! say, children, what shall we do'f 
where shall we go? Our faces will be 
black! Our king is a despotic king'; and 
he takes no more account of men's heads 
than a mule does of the tfaisties it devours.' 
I ventured to allay his apprehension by say- 
ing, ' The truth is, O Mirza, that you say 
right, and you do nothing without calcu- 
lation; but by the soul of your child, are 
l2 
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we not Pereians and Musgulmansl and if 
we ore fallen into the hands of an ignorant 
and unclean generation, whose fault is it, 
if itbenot that of our destiny? Thechief 
of our nation is a despotic king, there is 
no doubt of that ; but powerful as be is, 
can he prevail against that which is written 
in the book of fate?' 

' The Hajji says right,' exclaimed Mo- 
hamedBeg. ' TaAtieer, destiny, after all, is 
what we must all look to ; we eat, we drink, 
we sleep, we arnve, we depart, not an action 
of our lives but is predestined ; and if it be 
ordained, O elchi, that you cannot see the 
king of the Franks before a certain day, 
what can you, one of God's creatures, do 
to the contrary V 

' And if it be iny destiny to lose my 
head,' exci^med the ambassador, ' what 
then?' 

' Why, then, off it goes,' answered Mo- 
hamed Beg very quietly, ' and may mercy 
await you!' 

' Mashallak! praise be to God !' said the 
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ftmbassador ; ' I am your humble servant. 
If I know then that my head is to be cut 
off, sbaJI I not try to keep it on my shoul- 
ders? Go to, go to, Mr, Astrologer; 
learn better doctrine; or, by tbe shah's 
beaid, you shall find that your heels are 
predestined to take up the positioD of your 
bead.' 

Seeing him in this untoward humour, we 
left him ^ and we were happy to hear him 
order his kalioun, which we knew always 
operated as a sedative, whenever tbe fire 
of agitation had been kindled in the fur- 
nace of bis heart. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



I vitited bfi the EnglUh prime 
mmiiler. — Ht^i Baba't remarki upon ntm in 



The visit of the miniBter for foreign 
affairs had been bo abrupt and unexpected, 
that we had not had time to prepare re- 
freshments suited to the dignity of his 
character; an attention which is never 
failing in our own country, however differ- 
ent it may be among the Franks. He had 
only been treated to the common ceremony 
of sweet and bitter coffee, with intervening 
smoke; and as we were come on a friendly 
mission, the sweet coffee, emblem of the 
good feeling which prevails between the 
two countries, was served first; whilst 
the bitter, being reserved for the emblem 
of the disagreements which sometimes 
intervene between sovereigns, was pre- 
sented last- Whether the vizier under- 
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stood the delicacy of this procedure, we 
were at a loss to say; we rather thought 
that his propensities were oeither peace- 
ahle nor warlike* since he scarcely tasted 
the sweet draught, aod absolutely made 
wry faces at the bitter one. We were, 
however, better prepared for the visit of 
the prime minister; Hassan, the cook, was 
ordered to exercise all his talent and to 
dress a breakfast, which would at once 
show his art, and give a specimen of our 
national luxuries. He prepared several 
sorts of pillaue. He so judiciously mixed 
sweets and acids, meats and v^etables, 
and poured over the whole such abundance 
of liquid butter, that the emblem of blend- 
ing the interests of the two countries, he 
assured us, was perfect. Thennothingcould 
be more delicate than our sherbets, and the 
sweetmeats, particularly the gezenji/nn *, 
that luxury peculiar to Persia, and of which, 
considering where our destinies were di- 

* Mtnnt. 
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recting us, we had brought a large store. 
Several of our sherhet bowls had been 
broken on the jouroey, and Hashim was 
at a loss how to reimplace them, until, re- 
collecting that he had seen certain vases, 
some painted, others white, placed in 
different parta of the English housea, he 
took possession of three of the handeomegt, 
and eerved up the sherbets in them. The 
young mehmandar, who happened to have 
inspected the conchas, or trays, as they 
stood prepared for the breakfaet, at the 
aigbt of these vases burst into indiscreet 
laughter, of which none of us could under- 
stand the meaning, until explaining the use 
to which they were generally applied, we 
were obliged to hide the face of shame under 
the veil of ignorance ; and rendered thanks 
to Allah, that we had so providentially 
escaped the quicksands of poUutioR. 

The prime vizier came, unattended by 
any suite. We remarked that there wax 
a difference between the dress of the 
viziei^ and that of other men ; the pecu- 
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liftrities of which we concluded pertained 
to their office. For instance, black silk 
bags bung at the back of their necks; 
and as they were something similar to the 
satin and brocade bags in which the letters 
of our kings and princes are sent, we con- 
ceived this might indicate officers of de- 
spatch ; but then, on the other hand, they 
wore a long thin weapon by their side, 
which might, for ought we knew, mean a 
sword, and thus indicate a lord of the scimi- 
tar, but that it looked more like one of out 
campaigning spits, upon which we make a 
hasty kabob ; and thus they might be taken 
for the shah's head cooks. Upon inquiry 
of the younger mehmandar, he told us that 
this was the dress of ceremony commcn 
to Franks, and was the same which they 
wore when they appeared before their 
kings, and was now put on in honour of 
the ambassador. 

The prime vizier was a dervish in ap- 
pearance, BO mild, so kind, that we mar- 
velled how the affairs of this great coun- 
1.5 
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try could be directed by him, when we 
considered how much vigour and blood- 
shed must be necessary to keep a large 
populace in order. Our shahs, who gene^ 
rally act as their own first minister, are 
the great instruments of government in 
our land ; but in Turkey, every new grand 
vizier, in order to establish his reputation 
for decision, and to create a wholesome fear, 
generally finds it necessary to begin his 
career by spilling human blood. He either 
decapitates a Christian merchant who is 
too rich, strangles a Janissary, or hangs a 
Jew. Now it was plain from all the En- 
glish vizier told us, that he had never cut 
off a tbiePs hand, nor even nailed a baker's 
ear to his own shop-door. 

A very handsome breakfast was served 
up to him, but which, strange to say, did 
not seem to his taste. The ambassa- 
dor helped bim to the choicest bits with 
his own fingers; he even put bis band 
into the same mess of rice with him, and 
gave him his own spoon to dhnk sher- 
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bet with; but he could not be prevailed 
upon to make the most of the good things 
before him. We tried him with some 
gezenjibin, which he scrupulously exa- 
mined; but when Hasbim, the footman, 
had dexterously broken it with his hands, 
snd blown the dust from it with his mouth, 
he did not seem inclined to carry his 
curiosity further. ' Surely,' said we, ' this 
infidel cannot affect to think us impure, 
that he does not choose to taste our food ; 
be who will not scrapie to eat swine's flesh, 
and to drink of the forbidden wine? and 
this, too, when our ambassador has laid 
by his own scruples, has shut his ears to 
the commands of our holy Prophet, and 
has treated the Frank as if he were a true 
believer.' We found that we had still much 
to team concerning this extraordinary 
people. 

The ambassador was visited in succes- 
sion by several other viziers, each of whom 
held separate departments in the state. 
There was one whose utility we could 
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not in the least comprehend. He was 
called ihejungie vizier; and we were told 
that his sole occupation was to keep an 
account of the woods and forests in the 
kingdom. We concluded that it was 
throwing away money to pay an officer 
for looking alter that which, in Persia, 
was esteemed an incumbrance, and which, 
instead of attaching any value to it, we 
looked upon as spoiling the face of the 
conntiy. Strange indeed would it appear 
to the king of kings were we to inform 
him that what is only fit for firewood in 
Persia, is here esteemed worthy the super- 
intendence of a minister of state. There 
would be no end to the expenses of govern- 
ment, we thought, if so high an office was 
to he established for every one of Qod's 
gifts to man ; at that rate, we might as'well 
create a vizier for our Persian deserts, and 
make him keep a register of the millions 
■ of useless and uncuUivable parasangs of 
sand which are spread over our country, or 
he might pass bis time in counting the 
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trees of the forests of Ghilan and Ma- 
zanderan, and tell the shah how many 
wolves, and bears, and lions belonged to 
him. Upon making these remarks to the 
mehmandar, he opened our understand- 
ingB, by explaining what must neces- 
sarily be the ralne of timber in England ; 
as necessary to her existence as a race 
of good horses and sharp swords are to 
Iran. And, indeed, we were soon brought 
to agree with him when the ambassador 
received the visit of the ship vizier, whose 
department was one of such vast import- 
ance that he was obliged to have re- 
course to the help of several deputies, who 
work under his guidance. Having our- 
selves sailed in two ships of war, besides 
seeing many more, we could well onder- 
stand their importance; for we conceived 
that to mani^e even one would require all 
the wisdom and experience of a statesman ; 
how much more then to manage above a ■ 
thousand, which we were told the shah of 
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England possessed. The Turks tnust look 
upon the difficulty of such a department 
in the same light as the English, because 
they freijuently appoint viziers, and even 
muftis, to command their ships. In Persia, 
although the sea washes Bushire and Or- 
muz on one side, and Asterabad and Resht 
on the other, we scarcely know what a ship 
means; and when, please Godl we should 
return to our own country, the stories that 
we should relate of our voyages would be 
set down as tales fit only for the Thousand 
and One Mights. 

Many visitors came. Who and what 
they were it was impossible for us to de- 
termine. They were described to us as 
men in office; some attached to the shah's 
court; some with, others without profes- 
sions. Our greatest difficulty in receiving 
their visits was to ascertain who were per- 
^ns of consequence, and who were not. 
We trusted that in time we shoidd be able 
to make the proper distinctions; but at 
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present they almost looked like one and 
the same perBOD. Their dresses were made 
upon one model; they all shared alike; 
they all sat in the same place*; and they 
almost all made the same compliments, and 
the same remarks. One person visited the 
ambassador, who interested us vety much, 
because we recollected of what great con- 
sequence his compeer was at the court of 
our shah; this was the master of ceremO' 
nies. But oh i what a difference between 
the two individuals. The Ishcagassi, the 
shah's master of ceremonies, in personal 
appearance has few equals in the world. 
He is a kajar, one of the king's own tribe, 
who are famous for the magnificence of 
their beards, and he is blessed with one 
which surpasses that of his royal master. 
His dress and manners are unrivalled ; his 
langu^e is the same; and his knowledge 

* The tank of a penon io Persia is very much 
knovra by the seat he ukea on the side carpet. 
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in the niceties of cAum wa hum* is greater 
thaa that of any man of the court. He ii 
altogether a fine specimeaof a son oflran. 
Bat the person who appeared before the 
ambassador as the king of England's mas- 
ter of ceremonies was an old, fat, and 
superannuated khan, who tottered so much 
upon a pair of swohi legs, that we na- 
turally asked whether he had not been re- 
ceiving the bastinado upon them. He 
made many apologies for not having called 
before. We asked him why did he come 
at all? But at the same time the am- 
bassador, eager for the moment of bis 
audience, and expecting some message to 
that effect, pressed him to say when we 
might prepare oarselves. To our delight 
and satisfaction he informed the ambas- 
sador that the king, who generally resides 
in a castle in the country, would be at bis 
palace in the city in three days, and that 

• Flattery aod coropliineDti — humbug. 
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there he would receive the emhassy. Our 
joy knew no bounds. ' Alham du lillah! 
praises to Qodl' resounded from our lips; 
and we loaded the old limping khan with 
more caresBes. and made him more fine 
speeches and profesBtons than if he had 
been the king of England in person. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



The atahauadoT preparafir hU aadienee of the 
Jdng of England.— An intervening 



Although the intelligence we had re- 
ceived from the old master of ceremonies 
had not been announced in form to the 
ambassador, yet from that moment we be- 
gan to make preparations for bis audience 
of the English shah. The presents were 
unpacked, and a list made of them. The 
letter of credence from the king of kings 
was inspected; and the ambassador began 
to discuss the clothes which he was to 
wear on the occasion. We also made in- 
quiries upon the best mode of presenting 
the horses. They had arrived in safety, 
strange and wonderful to relate; for who 
ever thought, upon our leaving Persia, 
that they were to abandon the land and 
the green sward for which, by nature, they 
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were intended to travel for montha on the 
seas. The ambassador was determined to 
present M^noari, the Pearl, as a horaa 
which had been honoured by the riding 
of the Asylum of the Universe himself, 
and was, therefore, anxious to exhibit him 
to the infidels with all the pomp and cir- 
cumstance attending a royal horse. He 
inquired of the mehmandar whether, after 
the manner of our ancient horses, his heily, 
legs, and breast, could not receive the 
golden tinge of the kheraia ; but he was dis- 
appointed to fiud that the application of 
this dye, so ornamental both to man and 
beast, had not yet reached thrae obscure 
regions; and, therefore, that some other 
plan must be pursued. The mehmandar 
promised to exert his ingenuity and that 
of his own country artists, and we trusted 
that when the day came every thing would 
be done worthy of the dignity of our shah, 
and of our country. 

The mehmandar, to our great joy, con- 
firmed to us what the master of ceremonies 
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had annouDced. The shah of Eoglaud 
would receive the embassy era a week had 
elapsed; and when Mohamed Beg com- 
pared the day to a corresponding one in 
our calendar, we were rejoiced to find that 
it fell precisely after the most unfortunate 
ofour days, namely, 'misery Wednesday*.' 

Mirea Firouz then made inquiries as to 
the manner in which this ceremcmy was to 
be performed; to which the mehmanda; 
answered that he would be received with 
the same honours as ambassadors from 
other powers. 

' And how is that?' said the Mirza. 

' The king,' said the mebmaadar, ' will 
receive you in his apartments. You will 
proceed in your carriage to the palace. 
You will he met by the master of cere- 
monies, and presented by the vizier for 

• The PeraiaoB hold all WednesdajB as nnfor- 
tunate. The last Wednesday of the month of Sefer 
is the day upon which they expect the last trump 
will Bound at the (lay of judgmeut, and that iiupli- 
cstes all other Weclnesdayi. 
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foreign affairs; and then you wil! deliver 
your credentials.' 

' And so, by my beard,' exclaimed the 
elchi, ' you expect that I shall be satisfied 
with this reception?' 

' And why not?' said the other. * This 
is the way other ambassadors are received, 
and what would you have more?' 

' What do I know of other ambassa- 
dors V remarked the shah's representative 
fiercely. ' There are kings of various de- 
nominations in the world, and such are 
their representatives. I only know whom 
I am to represent. My sovereign sits 
upon the most ancient throne in the world. 
If you want to know who were our ances- 
tors, I will trace them back to you from 
the time of Noah. After all the Peishda- 
dians were of some account. And when 
you come to compare your Frank kings, 
whose names have never even reached Per- 
sia, to our ancient sovereigns, it is plain 
that you are not many steps from the spot 
where people devour their own folly.' 
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* What words are these?' exclaimed the 
mehmandar. ' Do you wish to change 
the manners of our country? Tf your shah 
chooses to wear a beard, it is no reason 
that out shah should. Every nation has 
its own castoms.' 

' When your ambassador in Persia,' 
said Mirza Firouz, ' reached the Imperial 
Gate of Tehran, was he received in the 
manner that 1 have been here? No. The 
king's amou* vras sent to welcome his ar- 
rival before he even entered the city. And 
when he proceeded to his audience, the 
streets were lined with troops, salutes were 
fired, sugar was thrown under his horse's 
feet; drums, trumpets, and cymbals, re- 
sounded throughout the city; the bazars 
were dressed ; the populace were ordered to 
pay him every respect. He was clothed 
with robes of honour, and he was allowed to 



• Anmi, or uncle, is an epithet ofien given to f«- 
lorites or plapnates, and u here naed in that 



Dioitizc^db, Google 



CHAP. XXU] HAJJI BABA- 239 

stand in the aame room in which the king 
of kings himself reposed. And, by the 
beard of the Prophet, I swear that if I 
am not treated in the same manner, I 
vill proceed as a private individual to the 
palace, I will ask to see the king, I will 
place my shah's letter into his hands, and, 
having said my khoda hafiz shuma, ' May 
God take you into his holy protection,' 
I will straightway leave the country, and 
return whence I came,' 

' That may be very well to say, as far 
as you are concerned,' said the mehmandar, 
' but my sovereign is somebody also, and 
is likely to be consulted on this ques- 
tion* Suppose he were not to t^ree to 
your visit 1' 

We saw the storm was impending, and 
that the mehmandar's words might as 
well have remained at the bottom of his 
throat. The ambassador's face was thrown 
upside down; the hairs of his beard became 
distended; and he oozed at every pore. 

' In short, then,' said the ambassador. 
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hia eyes flashing fire, ' am I an ambaaaador, 
or am I not?' 

' Is my king a king, or is lie not?' said 
the mebmandar, to which, angiy as he was, 
in his otvQ language he mumUed scHHething 
to himself about ' dam, or dammy,' which 
word caught the Mirza's ear, and he, re- 
collecting it to have been frequently used 
OQ board ship, mistook it as an epithet 
applied to himself, and his wrath then brok« 
out something in the following words: 

'' Dam,' do you aa-yl Aral' dam?' If 
I am ' dam,' then you are the father of 
' dam.' Why should I remain here to be 
called * dam ?' After all I am somebody 
in my own country. I will defile the g^ve 
of ' dam's' father. I will do whatever an 
ass can do to his mother, sister, wife, and 
all hia ancestry. I am not come all this 
way to eat ' dam,' and to eat it from such 
hands/ Upon which h^ flui^ out of the 
room, leaviikg the mehmandar to open the 
eyes of aBtonishment, and to eat the stripes 
ot mortification. 
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After this the mehmandar covered his 
head with his hat, looked at his watch, 
buttoned hie coat, put on' his gloves, took 
up his stick, and then saying to us, ' May 
your shadows never be less,' he deliberately 
left the house. 

We, who were accustomed to the am- 
bassador's manner, saw nothing extraordi- 
neo-y inwhathad happened. Hehad played 
his part like an able negotiator; he had 
satisfied us that he was upholding the dig- 
nity of the Asylum of the Universe ; he 
knew that his conduct would work in his 
favour at his own court; and his enemy, 
Mirza Sheffi, would not have gainedastep 
nponhim. Hesoon returned tous.mightily 
satisfied with himself, and was not a little 
delighted when we told him, that, in truth, 
if the Franks wanted a lesson in the duties 
of an ambassador, they had ooly to come 
to him. ' They think,' said I, ' because 
they have looking-glasses in their houses, 
which we have not; because they make 
clocks, and penknives, and cloth, which 

VOL. 1. M 



349 THE ABTVKTUBSB OF [CBAP. JQ). 

we do not; and because Uiey h^ve- got 
poae^Mion of Hind, whtcb oose.wM ours, 
that we are men to at behind .titem, vfid 
that th^' may lead as as th^.woold a 
l^edek * with-a leading-^tnng; but it is o(H 
so, praised be the Prophet. We are Pier- 
sians, and lashallah, by tM Iiolp of the 
ambassador/ said I, ' wa shall toach tbemi 
to plfty at hide and seek round our liule 
pagers !' 

' Yea, yes,' exclaimed - Mohamed B^, 
'' God is great; may be takd the elcbi intt) 
his htij keeping. Whatever a Frank may 
do, let UB recollect that he is still an infi- 
del. Whatever he may eat, be it swine's 
fleeh ot bo it lamb's, it still is imcidaQ.' 

After -this we sat down qvite contented, 
and passed away Hie momitig in applaud 
ing' the amb^s^adoF for having tak^i so 
vigcrous a mf^ur« for asserting the dignity 
of our shah in a forejga.land. But as the 
day passed off, aqd the mehmandar not ap- 
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p«ariiig> yf^ began to think that the Franks 
might vat appro^ of our mode of opening 
Oiitegotiation ; and tjiat if they sfaotDd hap- 
pento ta^e ua Beck and heel#and thrust 
oa ODt of their kingdom, Mirza Sheffi might 
hint to the king of kings that iAx ma> 
j*Bty's tepfeBenta,tive, fof wa&t of proper 
jodgmeat,. bftd beeo clothed with a kcdaat 
(AUjh fit for Un graod&titer t^'stupidi^ *. 
This apprehension began Ttsibly to -work 
apdQ Miiaa^ronz. - He inquired at erery 
moment whether the i&«hi]aiuidar had re- 
turned; and, by way of ciauKiliag himself, 
he walked abeatthe faotise inquiring of every 
one he saw, ' After ^l> did not I eay well ? 
IntHfttJivmyanawera t^re hke arrows. A 
kaaaliaih, a P^rsiaBred-hesl, didnot'come 
all this way to have his beard laughed at !' 
. Ai'length, hia impatienee wad anxiety 
gettiag the bettw of every other feeKng, 
he sentone to the mehmandar's honse with 
an ocwige in my hand, and a message re- 

* An old sEs. 
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questing t^at lie would not &U to eat hw 
sham* withbiiaoathatday. Iknewthftt 
when these tofideU were once ODgry itWM 
not easy to teatora their brains ,to a state 
of sanity without aome good maB^emeot, 
and therefixe I approached him warily. 
But tp my Burprise, instead of finding his 
nature in asiate ofperrersenesBihe looked 
just like one of ub after a quarrel, that is^ 
as if nothing had lw{>peved,aBd he itome- 
diately acceded to the ambassador's wishes 
of dining with him. 

When he arrived I was in the room with 
Miiza Firouz, and tiieir meeting was u^n 
the same terms ail usual. Putting his hand 
on the mehmaadar's back, and then pat* 
ting his side, he exolaimed, ' MaehaQah ! 
Praise be to God ! You are a man indeed ! 
See what it is .to have been in Pet^ia! 
Now, an uutrareUed Frank wfflild have been 
really angry, and would at this mofoeut 
have been eating his rage. But you an 

• The erening meal— the dinner. 
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smaiiknowingtbewoiitl. Yonkaowwhen 
to begin your anger, and when to leare it 
off. H&fiz very properiy- Baid, ' Tree love 
ifl like a foOl'e ang«r. Itbnma even when 
the reason for it is gone by.' ' 

To this the mebmandar answered, ' May 
ytfat friendship never diminish. I have 
made knomi your wishes to the vizier for 
li[>r«ign afihira.' 

' Well,' said the ambassador, ali of a 
sodden excited, 'and what did he say?' 

' He said,' returned the infldel, * that 
t^etre would be no difficulty in giving you 
R public audience. We have plenty of 
tMops, and plenty of coaches, abundance 
oFfin« clothes, and fine things, and you 
shall'go before the king, accompanied in 
any manner yon choose.' 

'Wondei^lf exclaimed the ambassa- 
dor, ' wonderlol ! I do not understand you 
English at all ! You make no difficulties. 
You leave no room (or negotiation.* 

' Not upon trifles,' retomed the meh- 
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' Trifleat do yob call to'MubasffiUSol^ 
reception a trifle?' said 'SRha. "WrDui.- 
' Tliere is hot a step made on' eAth in 06' 
casion as this in Pereia vhIcK ih 'tif3t^ tftity 
measnred . And do you ctdl the dignity of 
sovereigna nothing?'" - i. , - 

'The nations ofEnrops wer^fbdh eDou^ 
in times past,* said the fnAlimand&r, ''to 
make matters of etiquette afliire (rf state, 
and they used to lose ifitrinsic advantages 
in pnrsaiiig these ideal ones; but they sM 
become wiser; we look upon etiquette now 
as child's play. However, 1*1 consideration 
of your being Persians, 'ftnd -kftowing no 
better, we do not hesitate ing;iTtng you as 
much of it as you please.' - - 

Upon this the ambassador s^ked his 
beard, pulled up his whiskers, and sat for 
some time in deep thought. He felt himself 
lowered in the estimation of the Franks, 
whilst at the same time he was awdre that 
he could not act otherwise than he bad 
done. At length he exclaimed, ' And so 
the English think that we are men from 
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the woods, asses, beasts of burthnt, and 
know notbiog of what the world is about? 
Be it BO, be it so. But this know, that -a 
niitioa who can trace its ancestry to Jem- 
flbeed ; who counts a Jenghiz Khan, a 
Tamerlane, a Nadit Shah, an Aga Mo- 
hamed Khtu, ay, and a Fatteh Ali, 
amongst itii kings, is not a(;cuBtamed' to 
diild^ play. Slid nutreorer is not at all in- 
olined- to take example from the kings of 
Frank for-any part of its conduct in matters 
rektmg to its own dignity.' 

Upon this, and after a little similar giv^ 
and take bttween the parties, they dined, 
and the taldercloth of hospitality became 
the molfjan, the ar^utfor the race of good 
fellowsb^>- 
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CHAPTEK XXri. 

J%e audienet qfthe king ofEn^atid u datcrib*^ 
■ at well ai the ambat*oidar'$ mode, ^ settling pre- 

cedenct among his own tvite, 

■ Tas long ir»hbd-for day at'Ienftk «r~ 
rived, and tliB note of pi^raiatkiii waa 
heard tbrougfaMit the-hcRiBC^U. To my 
«tt«r disiqipaiaitQieDt, i mntka>Wdi Buch a 
diidardi (a hcEutacK), tLat I fovad it im-' 
pOMiUeta ititwitbcrat^)un,HBd-i entnatad 
the anbastedtn' to allow lae to remiia trt 
home,, to vhish he acceded vitlioui ai^ 
tUffictdly. 'ThifiiatherBatonishedme,-con- 
aideHng Ikmb anziaiia be was to be sar- 
rouadfld fay his suite od all state ocoa»on>,' 
aad nutde me coaciade that bs Btill looked 
upon me as a b^ on his actioaB, and oita 
who would repott to Ina'disBdYanti^ any 
neglect in BphdUingtoifaaHloiOBttke dig- 
nity of mn' aovateign. 
It'wra 4elightfral to behold tiie ainfaa»k 
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aador dressed for the occasioD ; and as far 
as it is possible for the thorn of the desert 
to resemble tho^ aplandoE of the full-blown 
rose, he stood an excellent representative of 
onr king of kings. Tbe Franks, 'tia true, 
little anderUood the privileges which he 
mjoyed in wearing certain parts of his 
diSBS^ .wbicb we' aloIM kaew he.could no 
Hiore hate dmd ia adopt at Tehran, than 
hcwoiild to nt swine's fledh before a mol- 
lab. Hb wore that distiDguishing badge of 
Realty; ajUtat oa his cap. ' His sword and 
ifiggecmeto fiftuddsdwith jvecious stones, 
and dte paarLtasBsl.of a mier was bub- 
pand«ifroiBhiBgiri^. WeaU exclaimed 
' BtaqhallalLr aalwa|^£BiBd beforeus, and 
iaFOlodtaeily we gWfietiwiDcliBMtion of onr 
bod)eft.«ii<sb.»e ODljomake to<oor princes. 
Tb«; Uuutsr of thei^honc' came, early to 
unobnce &at the horses were ready to 
proceed; and th&t, wi^ the greatest diffi- 
culty/^ twd: sueaeeded in making.ati in- 
fidel paint Murwari. ' It hod beea done,* 
hesfcid, 'in ftoouaner saffiaienlly wellfoi 
n5 
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Enf kad,' but in PaRitt ft iraalJ^teve' be«a 
BBteemed' a total futSre; fer,in'|ieii of a. 
bright oraQge-oolMif;Ae atiimal iwd c«me 
out a ilirty^b(off»-ftoiB'«iMtM'^ie'fa«acls of 
the Engli^ paihteK - ''* 

At about aoon thc'StrAetab^tM to fiH 
with traapa; wh^tmed- Au&~«a bMit aidW; 
and. sfaortly aftar a'titmiOftamtioltgni'- 
Gceot learriageB, ;]^riwe& hy'-9ixi^-9.Uini 
coachmeQf attendfld fo^ tMnaUi pvsfMtij 
oniaBtflMed after the maaaw bf-Fnok^, 
droveuptjo^hedow-. A-fraatUianoftte 
court waited upon the«iiiba4aadotf 'to iovite 
him, cu.tbft put dCtlu'iAah ^of ' Snglarad', 
to attend. hiB.aMdieiu»4 eftd wh«n- every 
thing :WH» in laadinaMf aod-tba awta dia^ 
posed of in the difiuMtaqvifiageil he atcp* 
ped int&.a«iriagevdMbt vowste asaoTed, 
tvBs kised to conrey.th« kin^« own person, 
and'the preoeiBion then pmoeoded towards 
the palace. 

As I'looked from the window, wrapped 
qp in.tty sheep'arskin, the procession of 
the Engiiah ambaasador through Tehran 
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to the foot of the Uuoile «f tke king^ of 
kings came to my recoUeeti(», and ] made 
a comparison in my own mind with what I 
sow saw [ABung ■andet my eyesi It must 
be owned, th9ught I, that processions are 
more mag^ilficent in my own coontry, and 
in Turkey, thantboseof tli4 Franks, if this 
be a specimlen of them. What princi- 
pally attracted attentiwi hem were our 
otm horees, who, by their spirited play, 
their currettlngand Ranging, seemed de- 
lighted to be once [^Etin brought into ac- 
tion; bnt all the rrat cGtwiBted of csaehes, 
which, thoogh sploldid, yet- ttfter all are 
t^jects of but teifiing interest. Now, our 
[H^x:esBions being perfenned on hivBeback, 
the person, whoever he may be; who is the 
object of tbem, is immediately brougfatinto 
open notice, is suJi^eot' to the gate c^ the 
crowd, and a gieat interest is produced. 

I waited patientiy until the ^abassador 
returned, wlti^ he did in the Mune manner 
he went, and th«i, eager to know bow eT^ 
thing bad passed off, I stood before lam. 1 
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fanai ^wa -sniTOUpdfliJ tiy thfi- suite, and 
fh^y. ffYAif, ^U.f^q^afeiitJy in the highest 
gpodhiMttovip.. , , 

' AlbI'^<UJ>>' ^A c^cclaimed vpoo seeing 

■ "^t:' Jf^.^have .i|t^t}.lost a sight. A 
wpoderfulgfft^ shah ijfthis oveV said be. 
' By my own soul! it is iu no mtuinQT atnuige 
^«t the J^gli»b sh^^mld love their lung so 

..iiii^ti' H^.showjed me tbe,Baine kindness 
that a father would to his soiu It is evi- 
d^qt thRt:h|ehear^ thcttni^MbaQip of roy- 
aler P|M?i;Lhiii), Tl^nwonetv^andfonns of 
his court, '^B true, ate widejy different from 
,Qiirs;-,bu^ kingsiaiie >im doubt the same in 
aJJ. cpupthes; for b« 0(KiaufUifliDg.hH^ and 
tone showed me how much he is 4 king, and 
p!0$. w«,ii4»>i|id of tihe^dignityofoiirown 
Asylum of tke UniyeTse/ 
' ', Odc great dii&EQDoe betweea them.' ex- 
iclftiined Mf)b»B)ed Beg, ' ia, that one stands 
before this king in full security, whereas 
God only knows how that is before our 
own. shah ■ The .conscience of Persians, 
I do believe, has been placed in the nape of 
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' liheirb«ckBj'U'iatbbrb^AM tlf^goodor 
' efU Works ptfichthetQVbeh in tbe presence 
of Fatteh Ali Shah. As for di« Engli*, 
-to jndgetiy'those tAo'%toad ronfld their 
king, the^ seemed aSuDCotiiiemed andas 
seeans aMf they and their prince were upon 
eqnal tenua.' ■ -■ 

"I^poke Well,' Mrehimed the amtiassa- 
dtk, 'did! not?' said'hb, looking towards 
hi& settanta. ' 

■ 'MatpfcUfehClheyUlftJEelaiBiBd. -Pfeto 
cofjld not hare ' spoken tetter,' said Ismael 
Beg, -the hazir. ■ ■ " ■ ■ ■ ^ - 

'"'In With'/ continflM the ambttsaador, 
''tiekhitif^ctnad'bttTe Imenbettbr ordained 
ft>r:lhB dtgait3^ ttf" ourshah'!' 

" Nothing-,' -ex<^ainied''&Miamed Beg. 
' For when we had tMehed the ' kturog 
plaiiS*,' we n^der todc off oUr slippers, 
nor did «*« bow' our heads to the ground ; 

* By kitaing place, or bifsgak, U meuit the royal 
apartmeDt, the threshold of which is kined before 
entt^Qce, accoriing to strict Eastern etiquette. 
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lior did we ^dcaowledgs onnolres to be 
saonfijBfls.' 

' Ucat w«8 thatr said I. ' Was there 
mt ttirebhcdd, Qo throne, no prescribed ppot 
for taking off your ihaes ?' 

' What do you aay?' eKolsimed the am- 
baasador. ' I stood as naa the lung as I 
stand to yon. I put theahah's letter into 
hb own hands. The king himself stood. 
We all seemed to be of one m^Hs *. Going 
bdbre the king in this ooautry is child's 
play, compared to what it is in Perm. One 
oeitheT sees ihtfidek, nor the bastinadoiag 
stick j not dte semUance ofap execati<Hier 
is ^Jtibited ; and I ()o really bebeye that if 
any one of us had &voa ventiired to spit 
before his majesty, there would have been 
sunebodyathandtosay,' Much good may 
it do you !' ' 

' This is strange,' said I. ' Kings have 
but a sorry place of it in this country.' 
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' Yes/ezdaimod Taki,tii«ieeBeb; ' and 
we ferasbes should have nothing to>do,&c 
every body seems ao.^Di§^i^r good*.' 

' Ay, bitt,'«aid Mt^MOaed^eg, II thh^ 
the mehmandar taid meoscB, t^at if in 
England a man onreedr the kingrB^ »>roK 
at his board, that fae wftff liable tabe h«». 
headed.' i 

' loot's bad,' txcltimed.tbaiinintkhctf,* 
in an under ton*. * I wotitd r&tlurrgtttfa*' 
bastinado now and tb«n, an4 bivS' the fuU 
use of my tongce/ 

' GonMua&/ra»»Ll!*-excIaimad-'&e am-' 
bassadGir, ' if the ahah httatd' yoik he -noBkl 
cut your tuigue out. Keep to year honesr 
and let us heat no more (^ your asS's; 
Umgnage. Who was tluft old iiNui,*'aaid' 
he to Mobamed Beg, ' who did his beat to 
walk before me as we proceeded to the 
presenee?' 

' How should I kaow?-' sftid the master 
of the ceremonies. ' When I stepped out 

■ Ttiejbrtuhei in Persia beat ofi^ndcrs on the soles 
of the feet. 
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widt'Bky oaiLeaf^ffice to clesA' tb»'iM.y, 
ha, wit^atfli^ add laleiider .white waiui, 
aMempted to'puBb'nwioff;.Biid seeiaghiin 
ahakeU^to.and&oin' a strangle maimer, 
I tlwu^t tbumigbtbe paitof the Frank 
etaquetHe ; but wbeti I disoorered that 
the vibration of his elbow proceeded 'from 
paUyand iMt etkpiette, and dutt by this 
h*ira*«i»MaD%'oii-Ae point of Taping 
youv ahios, I' thOB^t itbtitjighttoasseit 
my prdoedeoee, and took mypl&ceacctmi-' 
iogty.' 

'Will done,' said iheambaSBador; "it 
Was a stisBge' tuieue tdken altogeUier, and 
thanks' te AU^ we bare not disgraced our- 
selves,' 

He bad not long dismissed us when 
the ncnse of ujdifted voices was bbard in 
the apartanents 'below, aad the tumult at 
length becaiAe-ao great, that the ambas- 
BodoF hinuelfi'iunied forth from bis room 
to 8^ ^hence>it proceeded. He found 
Ismael Beg, the laair, and ^a Beg, the 
mirakbor, in violent dispute up<si pK- 
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entitled to walk first in the prmefiSHin; th» 
lattflr ntgeditlw.fioalirary; qnd tinarthui 
stigplfi Bnbjeotthe paxtieBiaoppwitioDdir- 
^«sed4]ito 6aoh;grosapeT6aiiaiitie;,.tIuiti 
ag most Tiolimt- atatb of 4hkigH iras tke c^nn 



Thefctnlnssaiior findings tint' Ins ardfli» 
for ceasing' the dJspotewcniidiH^krded,- 
IwoidaMd botbitfae'di^mtaBte ienoc^vm 
blows OQ tke.moiatli w.ith.'«.i^kOfrrli£Ql, 
wbicli was about being ioflicted vigoroH^y 
upon the. miraliltor.^b^Ou wi4b 9U:tl|« re- 
aoliHioo ]of a iaaa..^bo9t 4<H>ifi fp^iethiag 
new tad ^mpet»ie, he nwhed byu* ^1,- 
made for the street-door of the bouse, and. 
exq^^ed,.' I 'm^kiag, GjiiHgii'siiaMi ! 
Ya! king Gewgiel'- tfpou, this ,thej am- 
ttasaadAc g»T!e a ^igujtl^&or gw^relclKiaA, 
and at the bead' o^ bisi houMJMidv hf^ sbq-i- 
G«9ded ,)Q c«$diiag tiie oulpritJuBt-as he- 
had' reached tbe'itbxeBh<]Ad., . ' I'll lung 
Gflor^you!' said, the 'jEUabauadori qaitoji--; 
ii^ hisa hf the curls bi^Jod Iw ear. . ' It 
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I.do notmake >yod ami yovr^&tfamrbBrri 
for tfak.i. aU Bbbod7~iA this irbild. I 'U 
lasg George you }' ' U[jod tjiia, with- iha 
help of two ra tiUFee'Ofi ub. he t)»ew'iiim 
dovm, and bftring' pounded' his head for 
amob time Mi the floor, called fer a pairof 
Bouatt^ with vrhioh he inflicted npda him 
du greattst di^dace a Persian can xindei^ 
after the iloHB of his beard; heoutofffais 
zttj^, inr durla, and t^en set him looee. 
. This wag a disagreeable ending to ' the 
aiocessful doii^'of the moraing, and 
set UB all exclaiming, ' La iUt^, illa^ 
hhC for tfie rest of the> day. We could 
otdy account fbr it by the fttUovnag cir- 
(RUBstanoe: — ^A Frank,- having been ap- 
pointed to wait upoD the serrants by way 
of interpreter, had taken edvantage of his 
kaowleclge of the Tarkish language, to 
talk to them t£ the freedom enjoyed by 
all ranks of people in ^igland; he in- 
formed them that every man was under 
the protection of the laws — that no man 
had the right of bastinadoing another — 



thit thtit pmil^;e only bdooged to judges 
appoioted by the king^ With aieb^Kke 
doctrine he greatly destioyed Uieir ideas 
of sabmisaioD and depeodeocs. 

Aga Beg had imbibed thcMt piuciplw. 
but it turned out that on his first Tentiue 
be had brought his beard to a bad market. 
His .^ortificatioB at the Ices of hi« etuis 
was vitfaout bounds — he nas proud of 
theni'— he Tras gTeatly~ fiind o£ oroMoeab- 
ing his person, audto findJiiaiseLfdittftat 
mce robbed of that wbiefa diuting^iHshfld 
him- as « katke^, a Bian> of feshion, was 
mor^ than his phikMophyeMld bear; He 
cursed the Frank itttcrpMter,. flM:Fnnk 
kiag.aDd the-<iount*y^eiiadbeenibrougk(t> 
to; and swore that if-)te;e»nld byaoy 
means find bis way t« Pwm, he would 
that nuHuent take horse, 'and ne?ec Mc^ 
untfl he had got widua sig^ of Snob- - 
wend, and the turrets of Tehran. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

qflht ttwi^ettet^Btigii^viritmgr^-qfteariiigm, 
the East Indit Omj^ang. i 

The vtty day of thfe ambBSaad<v's an- 
dienec, and for aevMal days after, the 
house Vnw tfaKaige<! wil^' people of all 
dcsGiiptiona; their prineip^ object tteitlg 
to leaT« certain liKUe Gquare bits of paper, 
ofioti which wore iiueribecl Aeir naiUes 
and their place of rwid«ice, aTOwedly as 
a.naik of resp«ot to the ambassador; biit^ 
w« wore auured tbat many other meaif 
ings freie ettaefaed to this act, which 
at preseat were aot diecemiUei bat which 
in time would be duly divulged. We 
vtonderedwhstpoBBlUe result could a^^se 
from a parcel of tnTisiMe' peof^ leaving 
uoknown names at oar door, and began to 
ooneeive that there might be some skai- 
tttoUk, aa they say in IWkey, or dei^ihy 
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in the wind} but the mehmandar assured 
us that such was the custom of the coun- 
tiy. Every cvd meaot a vwit; and he 
made it clearly comprehensible to us; that 
if visiting ia ^^igland was carried od 
after the manner of Persia, where the visi- 
tor first announces his arrival by a messen- 
ger, #ad ^ea eits tbroagh tie ceremony of 
t^ree kalioiauttaA asmaoycup^of co&e, 
that no life would he loi^-bnoi^ to gD 
throttgh the ceremonial. 'Upoo'tiua the 
ambassador thought every, momfint too 
long until he aUo had.ae^tittred the'meaQg 
of gMiking and Fetoming viut» j and wbai 
his.owo. nuBO ii^oii.a.paoli. of oarda.w&s 
exhibited to him, he enclBimed, ' S/mkur 
A-Uahi iH^iee he to JUlah!' and imme- 
diately oideied a v^orous tiifitnbatioa (^ 
them. 

We were also visited by moo with small 
books in Uieir haad«, whose inftentiona were- 
quite incomprebewiU« to «u, . One man, 
after the manner of Tttrkey>,re<|uiTed a 6s^ 
shitk, or fee, because he assured ns that 
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IwUfl bad been niag for joy at onr-airival, 
aad tint he- ha<lltelp«d to ringihem. Of 
MU we boid neveibefore keard as emblenw 
ofjojt iaouroomitrytheyaDnDaQcadthe 
bst'nvifi (^cmrsTaoa, «nd oocastonally the 
«xiBteace of unlieheven' ctmrohea ; bat 
soeiog that tliis was the onfy pnbUo de- 
■OOMtrttlioii'Of joy we had received, the 
ambauador did Dot hesitate to beetow what 
was oecessiny. 

Then come a msa who made a re^ster 
of every peisoa who paid his court to the 
king; and bereqnirecl a £ee. ' Oh, this is 
HOitd«ftil,'ezctauBed the amfaasBsdor; 'by 
Um beard of the kingfJetnaaik this man 
some qu^tiona,' said he ; 'we shall doubt- 
leselearD lUQch&om himof tin cuBtomi of 
infidels/ We fooiui that tJiis was not ao 
official daty, or one imposed upon hiu by 
the court, but optional. His revenue was 
coBsideiable, conaidenng the extreme anx- 
iety which he assured us existed in most 
peopls to see their names registered ; and 
the puaishmeirt which be in&ted for a 
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resMtance oC his feewas tbe non-uuertiofi 
of the name of th« person so raiwdng. 
But those whose profeESton was the Isast 
intelligible to ni wore a compflny of men 
who, hy way of oongrotulatory music, 
were educated to beat the boneb of oxen 
againet large hatchete of iroD ; and they 
aakad for bakahish. We endeavoured to 
gain some inaiglu inttothis strange cus- 
tom, without success, and at iength re- 
solved that they must asBimUate to bur 
bttis, or mountebutks, whose nevei^failing 
drums might wdl be ut aS against the 
horrid sounda which nntst proceed &om 
the Englirii performeos on beef'bones and 
inm.'. 

In &ct, every moment added to our stock 
of inibrmatiiHi upon Frank manners; and, 
in the presence of the ambassador, wa 
were discussing every thing w.e daily saw 
iriien the mehmandar came in great hnrry 
to announce the visit of the kings of Hind. 
' Qh Ali!' enttumed the ambassador, 
' how is this? kic^ ai4 coning, and no- 
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bodyhMannoimced them toas.'* WeiBD - 
to the windovB to see the state in which 
these greet penonages came, expecting at 
least to see them moontod on elephants, 
when, Btnmge to relate, we «aw two oom- 
. mcKi isfidds atanding at the «ide of an old 
dilapidated ouaiage full of straw, bartering' 
with ita mgged drirer for the expenses of 
their esonnionj and these the mefamendar 
aswind ui were the king and d«paty king. 
' How?' said the ambassador, ' are these 
the successors to the throneofAairengZebe, 
of Jflhan^r, of Shah Allum? You nttist 
be laughing at our beards!' 

' It is dUKcult to explain matters ih so 
short a time,' said the m^mendar; ' they 
are not properly kittga. One is called the 
chur, «»d the other depaty chair,'- first 
pointmg to an arm-chair, and then to a 
stool, to e](p1ain what he meant, and he 
had BCBieelydone this when they walked itt. 

It was difficult to know what etiquette' 
to adopt with these peisonages ; but they 
Booo Bhowed'vs dmt they required Qone. 
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They were plaiB-^wken. men,- witlMHit aaif 
airs of ^e&taesa, lotting more like snb-' 
stantial possessore of good aht^ and mre- 
bouaes tbaa the ovraera of kiDgdocos. 
Tlieaiii,W8iulor,aft«rthe&^tccHBp)iioeat8 
were over, endMivoured to faave his undeiv 
standiDg enligbtened upontlw sort of go- 
verameat tb^ exercised, so novd to Per- 
asae, and so Jittle known in the East. It 
aewDB that Uiey are the chiefs of twenly*- 
four, all of whom mt upon chairs, and who 
have the right of speech and of thought 
upon matters relating to India. After 
some attempts to clear up our ignorance, 
theyinvited the ambassador to..TiBit their 
palace, where be wotdd leam more of the. 
nature of their government, by actual in- 
spection, than by hours of exjdsnation. 
It appeared, however, from the Iktle we 
could con^rehend, that although they 
possessed kingdoms, they were not in fact 
kings; that the revenues of these kii^- 
doms did not belong to them, but to others 
who enjoyed the fmits.^them; that they 
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Msrepartfyconoeroed ia ocouioDBltyeeBd* 
ing out a hitlgv at ^^rmaajirmai*, to Cah 
cutta; but that they, their Indtao king-, 
their fleets, ^eir armies, were sabject to 
another greatAr persoBage still, who was 
one of the king of England's vizieiB, who 
lived in a (tistiact comer of tbe city, enl 
that he again was the immediate servant 
of the real shall of England and. erf' Hib' 
dostan. 

Bewiklered with this eomplioattcn of 
real kings, and little kings, viziers, sitters 
upon chairs, and sitters upon stools, w« 
held the finger of snspense upon the lip of 
astonishment, and pondered upon all we 
had heard, like men pnuiUng over a pora^ 
dox. At length our visitors took their 
leave, and the ambassador pnunised that 
he woald shortly fix a day for getting 
better acquainted with ' Coompaoi,' of 
whom he and his countrymen had heaird 
so much; and about whose existence it 
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e qaite ncnesBary that Persia »bouM, 
for the future, hsTe clear and positive in- 
formatioii. lobtead of reascending their 
craty cosich, the kings (for 90 we ever 
ftfter calted ^em) walked away apos tbeir 
o4ra legs, and mixed uaknoWs and un- 
heeded in die commtm crowd of the street. 
Wh«ntliQy were well off we all sat mute, 
only ocaaBioDally saying, ' Alla^, Allah! 
ttiete is but one Allah!' so wonderfuUy 
wtoeished were wb. What? India! (hat 
greM.thatiBagnifitisnt^Bpfrel' — thatscene 
of Ptirsian ooaquest and Persian glory ! — 
tfao land of elephants nsd prectvus stones! 
the seat of shawl* and kincobs !— that pa- 
radise sung by poets, celebrated by histo- 
Tians, more ancient than Iran itself! — at 
whose boundaries the sun is permitted to 
rise, and around whose majestic moun- 
tains, some clad in eternal soows, others 
in eternal verdure, the stars and the moon 
areallowed togambolandcarouse! What! 
is it so fallen, so degraded as to be swayed 
by two obscure mortals, living in regions 
Ma 
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that know oot the warmth of the bud ? two 
swine-eatiDg infidela, ahaven, impure, 
walkers on foot, and who, by way of state, 
travel in dirty coaches filled with straw ! 
This seemed to us a greater miracle in go- 
vernment than even that of Beg Jan, the 
platter of whips, who governed the Tur- 
comans, and thfl countries of Samaicasd 
and Bc^ani, leading a life more like 
a beggar than a potentate. But we wer» 
in the country of mtraclce; not a day — no, 
not an hour passed without our hearing 
or seeing something which aU the giand- 
fiELthers Persia ever had, or might have, 
had never seen even is a dream I 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

C^the Circaman slave, IHtferU.—She- adopfi the 
Eifopetm drtM, but refiuea to uncover her face- 

DcRiNO bU this time the CircaBsiaii 
had lived secuieJy confioed to her room; 
aai she would ^HubiiUy have continued 
BO, happy and unmolested, had thete not 
existed amongst these mfidels a safficiently 
unjuBt law, whidi ]»ohibits any one from 
eajoyicg the property of his own slave, 
little examining i^ethar such slave likes 
his state or not. It tyrannically forces 
every one to be free ; and had it taken effect 
upon the Circassian, she would have been 
reduced to the dire necessity of uncovering 
her face to the gaze of all mankind, and 
living in open converse with the despisers 
of our Prophet and the Imams. As soon 
as this law was intimated to the ambassa- 
dor he did not hesitate to offer her free- 
dom, Bftd he immediately told her that she 
was at liberty to do what she liked. 
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' Oh Prophet! Oh Mahomet!' ex- 
claimed she, ' you would not have me so 
degraded as to go ahout the streets, with 
my face uncovered, hke one of these un- 
blushing women! No, no; 1 stay where 
I am.' 

' But you are free,' said the ambassador; 
' this is a free country ; there are Ho slaves 
here — go; there are the ^rdens; there 
are the green fields — go, make your soul 
happy!' 

' My soul wants nothing,' said she, 'but 
the <K)untenance of my master. LetmewOrk 
for him; let me make his clothes; lettne 
embroider his skull-capa; let me take care 
of his money and his jewels. I want no- 
thing more. I will think of the rode and 
the nightingale when we return to Iran ; 
in the meanwhile let us recollect that we 
are in the hands of disbelievers, and there- 
fore let us put our trust in Allah.' 

The Eunbassador was so pleased'with the 
self-devotion of his slave, that he ordered 
her to have what clothes she pleased, and 
expressed a wish that she should leave off 
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h^r Circassian ^ress, whicb ha^ r^^yf be- 
come ragged, and adopt the gq^ne of the 
Franks. He said that the shah had ordered 
him io bring back to the royal hafem mo- 
^fsls aqij ^pocii^tens of the Frank women's 
dr^ses^ and he ordered Dilferib to begin 
by trying them. on her own person. Ac- 
c(>nlingly, a dark-greeti velvet was selected 
for )ier first gown^ and an English dresa- 
inaker was ordered to fit it to her shape. 
The dress-maker suggested the necessity of 
^ great many more articles of attire too nu- 
Uierouf tO| describe i but the ambassador 
<^j«cted tp tjiem. ' No, no/ said he; ' let 
jis bs content with the outside of things, 
and let t^e hidden take care of themselves.' 
The gown was m^e, and great was 
the joy produced. - The Circassian was 
onjered to be clothed in it. She put ear- 
rings in her eafs, dressed her hair after the 
manner of Europe, and then stood before 
her master; but in so doing, she shivered 
.throughout her frame, as if she had been 
jclafl in the spows of Demawend. 



DMizc^db, Google 



2?2 THE ADVE\TtRES OF [CHAF. XXIT. 

' "What alia thee, child T said he, ' why do 
you shirer?' 

' May it please my aga, my lord,' said 
the poor girl, ' if such be the clothes of 
the disbelievers, their women must be made 
of the flesh and blood of animals; I am 
freezing.' 

Upon examination we found, that, except- 
ing the one single covering of the green 
velvet gown, she stood as nature had made 
her.. No wonder then that she shivered. 
The ambassador said that he would consult 
ihe EngliBh women upon the articles which 
she ought to wear; and in the meanwhile, 
resuming her Circassian costume, she re- 
covered the warmth she had lost, and re- 
placed the green velvet gown over all to 
give a fiaisb to her appearance. 

In the meanwhile we found that the whole 
city had been thrown into a ferment of cu- 
riosity. Our house was thronged with the 
women of London, and with those tongues 
of theirs, which as Saadi saith, ' inake the 
heart to talk, and the foot to walk, without 
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the mehmandari.ot the head,', they: a9t on 
foot a sort of pilgrimage to the Bhrioe of this 
uafortunate maiden. Butinsodoing,^ilah! 
Allah ! wonderful sights did they exhibit to 
us poor sons of the faithful. Marvellous 
eyes ! without merey, without compassioji 
were they! I really saw some beauties 
unong them, befone whom our blessed king 
of kings (.upon whom be mercy and peace !) 
would be happy to creep oa his bands 
and knees. They, however, cared*o little 
about being seen, that it never occurred to 
them once to attempt to throw a veil over 
their faces. Poor .Franks ! thought we, to 
be restricted only to one for life! If our 
divine Prophet had set up his staff here, 
instead of the blessed regions o£ Mecca, 
he would have given his followers six in- 
stead of four. For my part, I died daily; 
and as for our ambassador, we all saw bow 
it would be! Hia heart would bf^oome roast 
meat before another moop wfi» over, and 
he would soon be reduced tp the veriest 
k5 
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' Majnoon** that ever got thin upOn cAieek 
nurture kimI ^re food. 

But day after day they caise to see t)M 
Circassian, bringing with them all sorte of 
toys and presents ; aU o»t of coispaBsion, 
said they, to her imprisoiWd and deplorable 
state of slavery. Some gave her pietnres, 
others doUs, others books. JMferib was 
grateful for Aeir Bttentiena, uod de:jdored 
their degraded state ; but she became iiw 
digoaut when they endeavoured to per- 
suade her, and even to attempt foroe, to 
wear their stockings. Tober astooishnient 
they protested that nothing could be bmm 
indecent than to appear with aakod feet. 
' How?' etclaimed Dilfeiib! ' yOu make auob 
a point of cvrering your legs, and still, in 
defiance of all modesty, yon expose your 
faces J Strange ideas of decencyyou nrasC 
htive indeed ! All wonts' tege are ahke. 
There can be no immodeBty in leaving'titem 
naked; for nobody, by seeing them, oould 
. ■ The Petrian Abelard— the lover of Leilah, 
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know OOQ woDMui from aootb^; but the 
faee, that sacred apot^ sacred to modesty, 
awred to t]^e gaze tji some but a jbus- 
bftod; t^X v/hish ougbt to b^ .coveted 
with the moet awrnpuloi^ delicapy; tj^at 
you leave, ^noove^, to be sliced at, cri- 
timed, iaugbpd at, l^ ev«ry impudrnt 
vurlet tb^t choosAfi^' ' Ailah ! Allah ■'' ex- 
dwiDed die oSmisd Bilfer^b, to a young 
faeiale iafidel »bo was on? day preasiog 
upon her Mceptance a pair of long cotton 
etoi^uxiga, :' AaUffajrallai.' Allah forgive 
ne ! Are you mad t Has your Inquii be- 
oei«0diseafi«d? Qive ma free lege, a wuf- 
fied face, and ih^ Ulvqmt oi the holy Pio- 
pbflt, and aay no hk)t«.. Strange ill-luck 
has ours been thMi bai bfot^bt u» to a 
eoudtiy where the wowea.cpver their legs, 
and uncover ibeff iac.es V 

Sut with all their go«d nature towards 
Dilferib, Qmm vm pf^t of their conduct 
which we coitid in nowise umj^r^tand. 
Although they all freely came to see her, 
yet not one would help to cheer her solitude 
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by proeiinng hat a 40ffipaoion. 'Whe 
wcmld keet>' oompany,' «aid they, 'with a 
■fmEoan wba is not momed to the loaa sfae 
lives with? ItnaBaa dkicIi aa their repn- 
tations were worth.' Tbei« was ^le person 
to whom (he ambasaador offiu'ed varioas 
advaiMiBgeB, if ahe wotM Ure wiUiaod 
educate his slare, who became quite out- 
rageous at Mich a fffoposal. She would 
walk and talk willi mm in the open streets, 
look at men, take them by the arm, be 
visited by men, and nobody would think 
the wflfse of her for such doings ; but she 
became all lage and fury the moment' it 
might be said of her that she did the 
like with one of her own sex, who stood 
in the predicament - of the unoJl«nsive 
Dilferib. Now, what should we say of 
such a woman in oar country 1 Why, 
ha hair would be cut off, and she would 
be paraded thron^out the city on an 
ass, with her face to its rkimp, and its tail 
in her hand.and then thrust ont into the 
open desert as one soiled with impurities.. 
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SfBch is the diSsMOc* of' maimars in: diA 
fei^BfcountrioB : wWcBD'^oul^ £6r anno- 
merit'irfii«h id best, when inthe btessed 
Koran 'we read these vtotAai ' Spoak vnto 
the belioring' women, tbat'tbey reBtnnn 
their «y«B, and pntsare'tfaeirtfiodBstyy and 
discot'er nM> then omstdenU, escept what 
deceasaritya^^Mor fdisreof ;^Bd< let them 
'throttth^r vbilsovetrtbeitbasoiiia.and not 
show tb£iromaineiit&,: tmlves to their hus- 
baadsi or their fathers,' -&c. 
-' ^ Now, everf ovosment that an English 
woUMR possetbes, '^siBhoWa ^ttE^whoeser 
choOMS'to tooV at themi. Everj SaAher, 
son, hu^tmdi :brothftr,'in the codntiy can 
^iook »t-her.> She^weannbthing to natmin 
her ejea^ and, consequantlj^, notitiBg to 
' reatnin those of-any baa ds9. And aa^fcr 
modesty,' and as ifiw tftiromng veils over 
bewuns, Allah I: AUah j oar Messed Pro- 
phet' himself would hter^- bad skvere work 
of it here! Wh^ then was our fate? we, 
poor strangera, to whom, women were' new ; 
who had never seen others than our mo- 
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there, and occasionally our sisters, ex- 
cepting those amongst ue who were mar- 
ried ; we who, wbun tljt ^ah'a wives were 
abroad, were obliged to run for our lives, 
and to hide ourselves as if death was walk- 
ing about seeking to devour us : and thns 
to have a world of hourit, such as no para- 
dise conld «*er boaat of, throws open to otur 
view; faseinatiBgour<7nB,BBdbewild«niig 
our sensee; ail to be seen widMut any ap- 
prehension of a jealous husband, without 
the fear of emptd«neiit I The change was 
toe great for our natures, and we talked and 
dt«amed of nothing else. For my fnrt, 
although, after the dangera whieh I had 
uttdet^oDe in the possasHtMi of the ut^bc' 
tnnate Zeenab, and the maLgoant Shekwr- 
leb, I imagined myadf cured for ever of the 
aatt passion ; yet here At every step love 
jumped into my futul, and my heart thrilled 
with ecstasy at the ooatemplatiMi of the 
irrttistiUe at^raetioes of the iofidd^ngh- 
tffl^ of the FrtLBks. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

7%t amhatiador it admitted to an audience of the 
fUMn, and dirpUiya hit presents. 

Th e preseate which the ambassador had 
brought to the shah of England became 
the talk of the wh(de city. Every body 
ran to see the horses. The shawls were 
the envy of the women ; and the poetical 
mirror excited universal admiration. He 
was now waited upon by a khan, whom the 
mehmandar introduced as the master of 
ceremonies of the queen of England, and 
whom we supposed might be the chief 
guardian of the seraglio ; but the words of 
the English elchi in Persia were conSrmed. 
We were assured Uiat the Franks did not 
prepare and appoint such officers, and that 
no watch was placed over the honour of the 
king's women. The business of this khan, 
he explained, was to introduce persons 
worthy of such an honour to the royal 
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batioo, and be accordingly invited the am- 
bassador and his suite to an audience. 
Not\Tith standing this invitation, the am- 
bassador, still fearing that he might offend 
by such a liberty, anxiously inquired whe- 
ther the shah of England was privy to this 
arrangement; but it did not seem thathis 
permission was at all necessary, for she 
saw and conversed with all men who were 
agreeable to her. Seeing that such really 
was the custom of the country, the ambas- 
sador, without fear of any kind, and ex- 
pressing no solicitude about us, his fol- 
lowers, freely accepted the invitation, and 
the next day was appointed for the au- 
dience. In the meanwhile, he delivered the 
presents with which he was intrusted for 
the English queen to the khan, but re- 
served to himself the duty of presenting 
the letter into her own hands. 

We were strangely excited by the ex- 
pectation of what we were about to see. 
A Persian scarcely dares to think upon the 
pictures which his imagbation forms of 
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the dazzling splendour, and the undvalled 
beauty of the inhabitants of the shah'9 
hajem; and h»e we were oa the very 
threshold of those delights which even in 
our country were the theme of every tongue. 
We were going to see the- women of the 
king of the Franks, perhaps his daughters. 
Such good fortune could fall to the lot but 
of few ! ' Praise be to Allah i ' said we, ' if 
the beauties that we hourly see in the high- 
ways, and at the corners of the streets, be 
such as to enslave our souls, what must be 
the charms of Uiose who have enslaved a 
king's heartj of those who, perhaps, are 
not permitted to meet the gaze of the mul~ 
titude like other women, and whose charms 
must be like tlie gems which lie secure in 
the royal treasury !' 

The ambassador dressed himself with un- 
usual splendour, adorning his person with a 
shirt made by an infidel sempstress, embroi- 
dered at every extremity, and whiter than 
the snowsof Agridagh*. I, remembering 
■ Moiut Anurat. 
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tbcMeparta afmy fuewbieh had attiacted 
Uie caprietoUB 6b^et46b, made my faesl 
efiiutB to renovate theit beauties. Erery 
bail ia my beard was newly dyed and per^ 
fuwed, my mustBche curled to the oomeTs 
qf piy eyes, and tJie loclu behind ny ears 
raoeiyed a lieab ^ow. The morning oome, 
we were all dreAsed, the ambaSBador Hprinr 
lUed raae-wateFOTer the muetin and aiUc^a 
Wmn flf l^e aoapioioiu latter, and tbsD 
monnting the royal eariiagea whi^ bad 
b^eii sent tor us, we proceeded to the pa- 
lace. 

We were received by nothing but iqen. 
There wa^no appearance of the bouse being 
inbiibited by wtHOen ; evef y thing living 
was male. How different from our coun- 
tries, where nothing in the seraglio can put 
the fair prisoners in miad of man, sa-ring 
the preeence of their own husbands, and 
perchance their brotbera i After having 
been paraded Uirough several rich apart- 
mwts, in wbieh we saw nothing that in- 
dicated womaakiad, we at length at a di- 
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atonee espied pettiooato, md little fay littk 
came m sight of aome rery g;tDtesqu&4ook- 
ing femaieB, who, for a.nght we knew, 
might be royal wives, for by their ihftpes 
they were evidently bidding, fair to odd, 
each in tlkeir tuto, snae shah zadeh, or 
prince, to die already doubtleat DUmeioiiB 
eoyal fwoily. Am we approached, we began 
to find ^at we muat be miitaken, for Kne 
wa« BO old as to make so fortanate an emit 
for them quite impossible ; and therefore we 
QOccluded, that what had attiaotad oar eyas 
waainfactnothingbutamostexb-aordiuaiy 
caprice of dress, and which we ofterwardfl 
Uaxsed was worn at coart only, no woman 
venturing to ap|»oacb the royal person who 
had not so defonned herself. 

We now evidently were on the very 
mai^n of our hopes. Tbe women vAo 
stood before us we supposed might be aome 
of the kh(mian$ and beggumt about the 
court, who were doing the duties of the 
antechamber; but what was our surprise 
when the master of the ceremonies paraded 
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the ambassador before a lady, Btanding with 
tier back to a magnificent mirror, aiid she, 
we found, was the great batioe of the coos-, 
try. Whatever might have been our ex*- 
pectatioas, we were very soon awed into a 
rospect and conaidfratien for the august 
persooags before wh(Hn we stood, much 
beyond that which we thought it possiUe 
any woman could have inspired . She had 
more the looks of a grand vizier than a 
woman. She asked the ambassador ques> 
tions which only learoed men in Persn 
ask ; questions which would have puzsled 
some of our deepest scribes. The king of 
En^and, it was plain, was very wise to 
dispense with the care uid superintendence 
which we ejiercise in oar harems over sach 
a wife, for with hecwisdom shemighthave 
governed an empire, much less herself. 
From her quiet and <^gnified manner we - 
ever after called her the Aram batioo*, the 
Calm Princess. When the ambassador 
* Tkiaba title frtquentljr applied to pergODs of 



preseDted ' the letter with which he was 
charged, the queen inquired whether it was 
wiitten with t)ie Aaruw's own hand? I saw 
the Uush of confusion overspread the am- 
bassador's face, for, alas! writing is not the 
acccHnplishm^nt of a Peraian lady; and 
therefore what could he say? He owned 
that it had been written by the great moon- 
shee of the state; and when the queen 
looked on the translation she smiled ; but 
whether in admiration or otherwise, no one 
was present to inform us. 

She then inspected the presents, and 
prhicipaUy fixed her attention upon the 
fuU suit of a Persian womati's dress. The 
beauty *>f th6 emblroidrty, the richness of 
the stuffir.and the brilliancy of the gold and 
precious stones witli which it was orna- 
mented, seemed toattraet her admiration. 
She Was anxious to have every part ex- 
plained, and every woman in the room 
crowded near the ambassador as he showed 
how it was to be worn. They undcniood 
the nature of the chemise, although they 
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mMTvdled at its make, and inquired why 
the skirts were so short. They made many 
remarks on the jubbeht and the jackets ; 
bot when they came to the trowsers, their 
merriment, Uioiigh tempered by the dig- 
nified presence of the queen, coi^ scarcely 
be fcefit within bonnds. They looked at 
themBelTCB, and then at the zeerjumefa i 
there was no rensting their mirth. Stif- 
fened witb brocade, and padded with cot- 
ton, the object of their merriment stood 
erect in the middle of tJke room, and cer- 
tainly made an extraordinary contrast with 
the flowing robeB w<wn by the Frank 
women. Ab ante gir* attracted great 
Itdmiration, owing to the great labour of 
neetUe-work bestowed upon it, and every 
body present was ftiixioos to know how so 
small a cap could sit on the crown; bat 
ffken the head-pins wwe produced, the 
difficulty was explained. Certain ma^i- 
ficent lahtifs, or quilte, were prized by the 

* A BkuU-cap— literally, a catcher of dew. 
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The ambassador acquired credit by eic- 
^aining the medicinal prop^ties of the 
mUmiai^ (so famed in Persia), of which he 
had brought a small quantity in a gold 
enamelled box ( and we thought that there 
was much incredulity to hi read in the dif- 
ferent faces round uSjwhen he averred, that, 
should a man, horse, or chicken, have aleg 
broke, and a bandage spread over with 
the unguent be bound round the fracture, 
a moon will scarcely pass ere the leg will 
be quite restored to its former state. 

We had been bo much taken up in at- 
tending to the queen, that we had notlooked 
about for those beauties, her daughters, 
upon whom our imaginations had so fondly 
dwelt. We saw no moon-faces, no cypress 
waists, no antelope eyes, no silken tresses 
that touched the ground; but presently 
we bowed the head to several gorgeously- 
dressed ladies, upon seeing whom we 

* A precious gum, nbich ttiBtilB from a rock in 
Kerman. 
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were obliged to exclaim, ' Mashallahl 
Praises of Allah!' for fear the evil eye 
should assail them. They alao asked many 
condescending questions, and though our 
ideas of king's daughters, which were 
drawn much from imaginatioD, and much 
fi'om what we had read of in Antar and 
the Thousand and One Nights, were here 
not verified, ■ yet we came away satis- 
fied that a veiled face was of much less 
consequence in this country than in ours; 
and that reason and sense here did the 
husiness of guardians and duennas. 

We eagerly inquired whether the royal 
daughters were wives also; but, strange to 
say, they were not. 'How?' said the am- 
bassador to the mehmandar. ' Why does 
not your king do as ours? Why does he 
not oblige your viziers and great khans 
to rub their foreheads upon the threshold 
of the royal palace, and receive as the 
greatest boon that can be bestowed upon 
them, the hands of his daughters in mar- 
riage? Our king not only condescends to 
confer such-like benefits, but frequently 
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exteode his mimificeiice by bestowing upon 
them presents of bis own children, add- 
ing thereto the more aged banoos, their 
mothers ; and by the royal baud, I swear,- 
tbat if they do not immediately fall upon 
their faces, kiss . the ground, and say, 
' May the shadow of the king of kings 
never be less ! may the royal house pros- 
per!' their heads would not be worth a 
piece of black money each! By your 
father's beard! we settle these matters 
better in Persift,' 

Inquiring farther, we found that royal 
persons among the Franks marry after the 
manner of Mussulmans; that is, they do 
BOt see the hosband or wife intended for 
them, but take them upon description. 
Some old woman is sent by the husband 
to look at the intended bride; she is wooed 
at a distance, and then is brought.tohim; 
and be she fair, or be she otherwise, she 
becomes hia wife. 

We whispered into the mehmandar's 
ear, asking whether any of the ladies be- 

TOL. 1. o 
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fore uH were the king of Engbnd'B slaves; 
or whether perchance they might pmpOMfy 
have be«i kept ont ofsigfat : but he repeated 
what we never before Jiadfojly beiifiTed, 
that his majesty had no. slaves, and that 
of wives hahad bvt oob. ' Bat has he Jio 
danomgwoniMi bdon^Higlo-hisioanitlno 
story-tcAlow? mncMan to^aleap?' nidwei 

The mehnuutdar assnwd na that such 
pereons were not in use in Frank courts; 
that men and women danced t^^ther, fqr 
their own amusement, and. not for payj 
that stoiyi-tellers were rather avoided Jhan 
patronised; and as for setters to sleep* id* 
though there was in fact no want of them, 
yet that they were not made offixaal apt 
pointments about the perscau 

We left the queen with our eyes much 
more open than they were before our ia- 
terriew. Every day taught us something 
new } and what before seemed oniatolligi- 
ble, paiticularly on the subject of women, 
began now to stand clearer before our un- 
derstandings. ..; 



KAJJIBASA. 



CHAPTER, XXVI. 

D\0ietiitie» of- tettliitg the diredam of Micea in 
j, Lo»doni~^i%fnnim*^ltr<»iauHt adopt &tir 
ovm autvttUtMd kiS their ovm ftwiton. 

We had beea so much taken up by our 
vikriouH visitings, .that we scarcely had 
had time to reflect that we were MusbuI- 
mviai aad.that we were living amongst 
infidels, Such had been the dissipation 
in which we passed oiir days, that the 
duties of praying and washing at oar ap- 
pointed times were daily'bet^oming lex, to 
the horror of Mohamed B^,' who,.beii^ a 
strict obBerrer of our faidi, did not cease 
upbraiding us for our neglect, and strongly 
upheld the necessity of kcepiiig. ourselves 
pure from the contagious example of those 
around us, who, in fact, appeared to live 
in the. world widioiit any religion at all. 
He. had beea anxious to setde the true 
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direction of tbe kebleh*, which be ha4 
never yet doae ia England to his satisfac- 
tion. His l«bleh vemah, or comp^Bs, had 
uofortuiiately been broken; and he was 
doubtful whether any compass we might 
procure iroia the deriders of our faith 
would set us in the right way; and ev^i 
whether it might not purposely mislead us, 
by pointing to s(Hne impure spot, in- 
atead of the -sacred sbrine of our holy 
Prophet. Then, to his utter dismay, he 
bad not seeu' the sun once since our ar- 
rival; and he was seriouBly apprehen- 
sive that the BCGOUDts whiqh, in Persia, 
were cuneutTy believed concaning Fran- 
gistan were about bang realized, and that 
England, in. fact, had no bud. He there- 
fore began to give up all hope of settling 
his kidbleh, until one morning, with joy 
pointed in his couatenani^e, he rushed into 
the presence of the ambassador, followed 
by many of the servants, exclaiming, 
' M^deh! good news! the. sun is comej 
* The point to which Halwroedaiu tuni in prayer 
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^e sun is here!' and, in Act, upoA look- 
ing up, amidst a yellow atmosphere, com^ 
posed of emoke and vapour, there we saw 
it^ sure enough. But mtuiy of us w«re in- 
clined to doubt whether this could be the 
glorious luminfay that we bad in Persia, 
for there nobody had an eye strong enough 
to brave its IrtilHancy; whereas, here we 
gRKed upon it at our ease, quite as w^as if 
it'were a moon. However, having Batibfled 
ourselves that it was, in fact, the sun^ wfl 
were all v»y happy; and seeii^ that this 
auspiciouB sight took place upon- a white 
d^*,-the fifteenth t^thenvrnth; we ex- 
claimed, ' Modarek! good fortunel' to the 
ambassador; IrhiktMohamed Beg became 
convinced that he had adquired th« tnit 
direction of the land of our ftuth. 

But this joy of ours at seeing the sun 
was the cause of confirming many of the 

■ Si^erstitunu people in Persia malic a distinc- 
tion between lucky and unlucli; dayi, which they 
Cgll Uackand whitedaya; theiath, I4lh, ani Iftlh 
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£ipg]i«h in tbeir igiiopaaoe:eopcefniag odc 
t«ligioa. We were.tttkea for.wonhippenp 
affire,.aad th«y confilMdedlbatwe adond 
tbe sun. . One of their kbctus, a lord of 
great coJUBqumc«s -wW jWt- i» ithe ^km^'m 
assembly, luad ga«e hisopimon npon thiogB 
fitting and things wfittiog, Dener ap* 
ptoaohed the ambaaaadiiKr.witlif^ ,sayiiig, 
' Well, Birlnosim >wt!' . Ow dajt, whop 
it wa£| froezu^t b« -^und tW-aiohaRaadra' 
neatedneai the fire, wacniiag]fuuiiwU' 'Ob, 
sir,' said he, '- 1 Bee you dm .w(»duppii^ 
the .fire!' Upon this, Mina Finmz, ip 
wrath, ^9huiaed'to.piej-'W^9v'W¥ 9tandj^ 
b^oie bin) '.What wgrds^an&thesfl? Jie 
does -not know, .thatif waweDeiTmishippers 
' of6re,itwould-notbe;theoffiH)£imsmok.y 
fires of his coqntiy*. .Eyen the Guebres, 

" Xbe.Guebres keep ixp their wcred fire wi^ 
fuel that products neiiher smoke iiOT'smell., They 
ilo Dot allow bones;' ot<3ltTe,t)i>'flltti of ''any sort, to 
be nihced «ilih it; imIA-Wlltiot tft^pwnft itto 
te Ugiitcd.lif Idowiii^ iritb tiK-ffitatfl], ^fiir &tt<bf 
aoy impure odour. --'..' 
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Mio are Bcucriy good ' enongb' to tuanure 
dtu-fltilds, are aernpuloas u-to the pinity 
of tfaear fire ; vliat then must webei who 
look upon tbem as -the undeanest dT in- 
fidels?' ' llien triming t6 tile mebmandar, 
he said, * For the lov^ of AU&h! tdl the 
khan that we never worship fire in our 
country except when if is «ibldi' to whieh 
Mofaamed Beg, who was ^to in the room, 
added, * Andtdl'liini that oar holy Pro- 
phet, Itemed be Ms name! h&th ordained, 
in the forty-first siiai of the Book, ' wor- 
ship not the Sim, neither 'lihe mom; bnt 
worship €>od -who hath created' them.' 
This didnotseem to' satisfy the khan, bat 
he entered into a long explanation, through 
the m^mandar, about ati ancient infidel 
vibo se^ed to know a great dbal more 
about our country than any of our own 
historians^ and who, in spite of all we 
could say to the contrary, had made him 
and all England believe that we worshipped 
firs; and, mnceover, tiaat we cnt oor horses' 
throats in honour of thesan. 
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'Hft,'hft!' exclaiBQed the ambanador, 
who was always ready far a jofce ; ' aeetag 
that you ha<r« no sub in yosr coimtry, 
to whose honour, may I ask, do yoa.oat 
your horees' tails?' 

Tbe khan then went hia way rutting 
his hands, saying that Are 'wu a very good 
thing. 

Deploring tlie ignorance of the natitni we 
- were doomed to live yei^, we deternnned ' 
no lofiger to lose sight of what was due to 
our religion, but to a^ere to lite pratitiee 
of those ordtaaAces decreedby our blessed 
Prophet, and to stabd fOrt^ as champioasof 
the true faith ; accordingly wd determined 
to kill" our own mutton. The English 
servahte, wben they saw HaBBan,-<H)e cook, 
about to cut the throat of a Aeep inone 
of ^e apartments of the honse, exclaimed 
against the filth that eucha oustom would 
create; but when they hek^ Mohamed 
Beg roaring oOt b'he'ifumt^/sAi aadotbet- 
wiee explaining our taw, which. £cvl»ds 
man' to eat th»t odt of which the b(«od 
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h«th not flowed, tbey opened the eyes of 
sstevisluaetit, aui diopped the bead of 
acqaioKeocs. The. arabsMador also or^ 
dained that eyery fowl, for the future, was 
to have its throat cut, ead to be thrown 
on the ground to bleed to death, after the 
Pereian maaaw, bo that, by the blessing 
of Allah, we might eat our food without 
endangenag. our. cooaqteacea. 

Having establiBhed. these customs, we 
began ta ;4»y aqdeat ai^e at our ease 
than we bad done sutce we left out coun- 
tFy ; although we were convinced that, 
liviag in an ioi^ure country, our prayers 
could' not b& of the same aivail, no, not 
by one-luUf, as thoae made upon our own 
aoil. Mohawed Beg threatened us with a 
douUe allowanqe of praying, which would 
not fail.toba decreed to.ua by the.mollahs 
tlte moment we. reached Persia, auying 
theie'wba noieftesM, no paradise, for those 
wlwaeMtreaties to th«l3iru)e of Allah came 
from a land ' ovenitn. wUhawinQ, and over- 
flown with wine,' for they would be arrested 
before they came to tho gates of the high- 
o5 
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attlwareB.- This operated fl!^;fMtiU7(a{Ma 
Otir apints, 'ual made BioM' ttf'tis €mB» 
pmyhi^j 'fer,''8ai4 ire, • if i WB are tw 
pny doiiUe opon rqtBrfiing, 'M P«i«ta; 
what tH« iv tfa«e n pntying at 411 %fbi)M 
we are in ^iglaadl^ ilig6t'h&f»^^ itet^ 
west tins scheme; notwithBtanding tit's so^ 
leiBD Ldoka dt Moham«d S«g,'wbe vMggM 
his hrtdto aodfto^ aitd«iiboM«d^»ntn>er 
to Ime sight of the 'dignity of Mabotoe- 
duis,'aBd oC tfas dotieft whi«h-Mtr~fiUtfa 
A^oined. 

We mm TsaHared (o.'walk^tlttattgb tlje' 
stiuats, olthough'out'dreiis'ftiidBfipeHralHJe' 
a£tn£ted nrach obMriation; but- «s we^ 
)Hi>fieeded'throagh';th& great Ub^iisth oT 
the- city ,"we began to teu tHiat we shodld-' 
nevcT ted our nay boick, 'We bad'ao^ 
thin^'by which to direct"4ur Btap»,; fbr 
evety luniae a|>pmRd ■the''Miiie in^otrr eyes. ' 
All' the doore wwe fdi^, «Ad <th»"*rlbdott% 
of:lihe'SBme sha^s. 'llcM wka'nsit^er 
batii, mr canLvwiBerai, ' nop batber's' sto^, '■ 
natweft*. dnngbill^hat weeoitlddjftcOTetv 
Irom whence we could take a fresh de- 



a6 I-uwBt, and by tlm lOQate reesvend 
myself if I lost my way. Here I {«orad«d 
m^Belf with a;|lteAe<af bba^andinaiki&g 
ev«y:6or&er, I at^^bjnidceededto walk 
gneat -distances, and- to find'niywayback. 
witbout tbe help of any wie. 'Birt'tinae 
exnmiBioaft w«re btmacdovs/ for we neve 
among a ^nnge people/ awi>st»ieely' a 
day paaaed wiihoQit on i«dveat»re. Onee 
I hadatroUed fcO'SOine duCaaoe nitii' Mo* 
faamediBeg; fiitil*^ ^od'lut^ woudd havB 
it, our walk toffi^^us-injbQ' gceoD fi^si 
There wen'otany.ipeopls-nraUbBg'to fsaA 
froj.'H was probably a QhrittiaiL fisativBl; 
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the day happened to be fine, and the sun 
shone almost as bright as In our country. 
We came to a beautiful spot, with gram 
smooth as a carpet, and Mohamed Beg 
exclaimed,' Allah! Allah! what a charming 
place for saying one's prayers.' At this mo- 
ment a clock of one of tlie mosques struck 
the English noon, and he could no longer 
resist. ' There is the zokor, noon,' said he, 
' and although we have no muezzin to make 
the profession of faith, and to call us to 
prayer, still let us not disregard the notice- 
Here is water at hand; we will wash, and 
then make our derotions.' To say the 
truth, I never had been a great sayer of 
prayers. Since the days when I was a 
prisoner in the sanctuary at Kom, where I 
had prayed enough for the remainder of 
my hfe, and where 1 had had a surfeit of 
genuflexion, I had always played at ' hide 
and seek' with my religious duties, never 
going upon nay knees unless there was 
danger in not doing so. The absence of 
all such nece^ity in this unholy country 
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was to me one <^ its greatest attractions, 
and therefore I cared not to leave it. But 
at the same time I did not wish to ofFend 
my compaoipn; and although I refused 
his invitation, yet I assured him that I 
would wait until he had finished his de- 
rations. 

He first waijhed his hands, aims, feet, 
and back of his ears, in an adjoining 
stream, and having ascertained the direc- 
tion of Mecca, he sat down and combed 
hiB beard. He theo took from his person 
his seals, rings, looking-glass, and every 
thing of value which he had about him, 
3nd taking the piece of holy earth *, toge- 
ther with his beads, from his breast, he 
placed, them before him, and put himself 
in the first attitude of prayer. By this 
time the infidels began to gather around 
us. What they took us for, it is difficult 
to say; most likely for jugglers, for they 

• The Ptntaat at pny«n plaoe bdere dwm a 
.•piMe of cUtj Mid to be part of the rmi of Mecca, and 
nluBb ii itaiDped.ifJtl) bol; invocadona. 
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f«eiit'tr)ikietS'tiiUch<M(riiainBdifieg bad 
di^l^od «a tbeignus. Ashe stood up 
witli hia feet joim(t tdevtlRrr bii|dlatica% 
proROuRoii^^tttejfwiicAf.'BtKHiiBsaiigbu 
haiid».befor«'hta];,i,v«TilyfaelieTe thattbey 
expected to sev him vwiltinto &e atr, or 
qiaka«aoia9n«ttas.l hftTe«0e& sOmeof tiieir 
owmuQuDtelpApkRtkMatiw street] iHUlwfctai 
he' mere^rWb4't)iKKlgb'ltiri petatntiDiiS', 
toupbVDg tbe.piec4 oHtoIy (torth^ ineor^ied 
witb the naJDiefi of ouv UesBed I^<o^et bi^ 
the twdve lUastBy withtbu'fprche^^rthe^ 
fgemed quite ^IpBBpitwltefl; and' one of 
thep bad tbe infioldBCd^to -takd itap, and 
t9 haOd'U ftbvirt to bis'filUaws to loc^ ati 
Upc^ tbJB-my Peisum piide was louBed. 
{(eprobate »« J '*fas, I coUld not see our- 
selves BO insulted, and * bit of our holy 
B^i«Dca so ^^e«dp' I dar^ fonvarda' to 
aoatcb the reilia f^m'th«vhand: of one ot 
the, infidefei ,niy.«^rt .wfts received -with 
tQud boptiogs.: ASpbanKd Bcsnowtn^wretb 
•ThrifltSt prayer in thtfitortiii. 
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got upon his: li^, andv btodlees' of turf 
^□g bnt iha .itualtv ofiiired his religion, 
drew h» kniferODd^mjuld faave buried it 
in the hovels oJ^one Oftite it^dele, #hen 
h&r«celvedftUow wineh'nlQtC hwe been 
iiiflictediby- Bomle.imsceti Agent, some dhe, 
or some Eaghsh ^; wfaibbwas thrown so 
ezactily isto the Terfcaatre of hiB stomach, 
that his trmth mis'Wioti'Uiraed into vo- 
mitii^'; iiia beud became distsBded, his 
face tvmed vhite, and hia ey«s streamed. 
Never had prayer beeti' Mf little ^pHiouff. 
Instead of ponring forth UfesMifiga, his 
mouth consoled iOu^ vfi&i ■ curses ; ttnd 
wfaenerer he .oould^tflAie' 'breath, it was re- 
fiedoDg to hear Jtim'ide*nt« the whole En- 
glkh.natjoa to pecditioD,' andamiomiee to 
them that their fathers were now roosthig 
in the fireaof Jaknntun. 

OdT sittlation Van not very enviahle, 
pertienlarly when we saw an indinatiba 
on -the port of'the mtirotmding mob to 
proceed to sometbing more violent than 
beating Mohamed Beg's etomaeb. There 
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was one ' man more violeiit than the rest; 
who perfbrmcd ' many £e«ts, the object of 
which we could in no wise nnderatand': 
he oiencUed hifl'flitt, pMt it close to my 
nose, find then took, off his coat. This I 
conceived implied hostility, akhui^ - 1- 
know that taking off a hat im|)lied Um 
contrary. To my attonishmeBt, I BaJwajv- 
other kMui in the oroffd step forward and 
alto di-rest ' himself of his coat : strangs 
coni^dii&eiits, thought I, bat I was soon 
undeceifed. In one of the patties I rei- 
oo^s«d one of the' English serratitsent* 
ployed by the an^oesador; and had scarcely 
had ttmeto make ntyself known' to him, 
when, to our extreme honor ani amaxen 
ment^ M^^amed Bag and I eaw&'6ghtb»> 
tween these two men, tha equal of which 
we had 'never before seen, not eren by 
the sh^'abtst ;vMcwM. They fonght 
w^ 'great v^owr Hod resolDtion ; bat one 
sorvactti in a v«ry short tine, was the Tictati 
His blowaUl thii^er upoD^hisBni^Diustia' 
faoe' thanotpitti'.the feet of «6u&rer luidst- 
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tbfl'bastiiiado inPersie.ttntil evcuylintaro 
was \o9tr and hs tagged for luercy. ' After 
he was wdl befitea, diey both «hook, hands, 
and walkfid .off upparmtly good: friends. 
We, howeTei, could not recovei oar aato- 
nisbment, nor coald we at all eouprehend 
the object of oar servant's iiderfeience, al- 
thcmgli he assired n» that he only fought 
out oC compliiaent to us. We had fre- 
quently before boKrd of the hospitality of 
the Arabs to a stnOiger.; of hia killing hie 
last ^eepforhisentertainroeiit; ofhiBd&< 
prtviog bimself of ovary thing rather than 
that his guest Bhould su£Ber : but that he 
should stand t^, and fight) and jun the 
chance of lo^ng his eyes, or gettkg hia 
noee knocked off, or hia head Ixoken f«r 
the stranger, that we had nemr yet heaid. 
And yet we had seen this Teiy act perfonned 
by an infidel, whoaain ovrmitids we con- 
demned to eternal pumsbntents. Mohamed 
Beg pnzzled lug hand i&t a kmg while hem. 
to 6ad some satis&ctory Mason tot thi» 
phenomenon ; bat all he ceiald discover was. 
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that the beating which had moet Ukidy been 
iatended for him had, by the interposi tioa of 
late, fallen OD another. Weretamed home 
mnlting many exclamBtionB,aiid astonished 
the ambasaador by a recital of all we had 
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